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TOWN OF NEWTON 

ORDINANCE 2017- 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 320-3, DEFINITIONS, AND 320-25.D(3),  

SIGN LIGHTING, REGARDING SIGN LUMINANCE 
 

WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Newton has determined that sign standards for 
the Electronic Message Boards (EMBs) in Section 320-25.D(3) require revision to meet modern 
standards for luminance; and  

WHEREAS, recent sign applications before the Planning Board have brought more current 
standards to the forefront and the Planning Board determined standards with respect to daylight and 
nighttime lighting of EMBs that are reasonable and do not cause public safety concerns; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Council desires to update the ordinance to reflect more current standards 
for lighting of EMBs; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Council finds that the use of these new standards promotes the general 
welfare of the community;  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Newton, 
County of Sussex, and State of New Jersey as follows:  

SECTION 1:  Section 320-3 Definitions, is amended by the addition of the following:  
 
Nit(s): a unit of measurement of luminance, or the intensity of visible light.  A nit equals one candela per 
square meter (1 nit = 1 cd/m²).   
 
SECTION 2: Section 320-25.D(3), Sign Lighting, is amended as follows: 
 
320-25.D SIGN LIGHTING  
 
320-25.D(3) Freestanding, ground-mounted or wall/blade signs utilizing digital/LED lettering, also 

known as electronic message boards (EMB), may be permitted following Planning Board 
approval via a Minor Site Plan application, if not included in a Major Site Plan 
application.  The EMB shall be measured around the edges of the display board.  The 
EMB may be a portion of or all of the sign area.  The EMB must be fitted with a dimmer 
to adjust the lighting intensity so that it doesn’t cause a nuisance or glare.  The 
maximum luminance of the EMB shall be 10,000 nits during daylight hours and 500 nits 
during nighttime hours for full color displays. Monochrome displays shall have a 
maximum of 8,000 nits during daylight hours and 400 nits during nighttime hours.  
Lettering on the sign may change at a maximum of one message per 15 seconds.  The 
Planning Board must find that the sign will not cause any traffic safety concerns and is 
not a nuisance to adjacent properties.   
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SECTION 3:  SEVERABILITY AND REPEALER  

Should any part or provision of this Ordinance be declared by a court of competent jurisdiction to be 
invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of the Ordinance as a whole or any part thereof other than 
the part held invalid. 

SECTION 4:  NOTICE 
 
The Municipal Clerk is directed to give notice at least ten days prior to the hearing on the adoption of this 
Ordinance to the County Planning Board and to all others entitled pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 
40:55D-15.  Upon the adoption of this Ordinance, after public hearing, the Municipal Clerk is further 
directed to publish notice of the passage and to file a copy of this Ordinance, as finally adopted, with the 
Sussex County Planning Board, as required by N.J.S.A. 40:55D-16. 
 
SECTION 5: EFFECTIVE DATE 
 

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon adoption and publication in accordance with 
law.  

 
 
TAKE NOTICE that the above Ordinance was introduced at a regular meeting of the Town 

Council of the Town of Newton conducted on _____________.  It will be considered for adoption, after 
final reading and public hearing thereon, at a regular meeting of the Newton Governing Body to be 
conducted at 7:00pm on ______________in the Council Chambers at the Newton Municipal Building, 
39 Trinity Street, Newton, New Jersey, and shall take effect according to law.   
 
 
ATTEST: 

_________________________ 
Lorraine A. Read, RMC 

Municipal Clerk 
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