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  A Special Joint meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Newton, Sussex 

County Board of Chosen Freeholders, Sussex County Community College Board of 

Trustees, and Sussex County Technical School Board of Education was held on the 

above date at 9:00 am.  Present were Mr. Dickson, Deputy Mayor Flynn, Mayor Le Frois, 

Thomas S. Russo, Jr., Town Manager, Ursula Leo, Esq. Town Attorney and Lorraine A. 

Read, Municipal Clerk.    Mrs. Diglio and Mr. Schlaffer were excused. 

 Present for the Sussex County Board of Chosen Freeholders were Freeholder 

Director Jonathan Rose, George Graham, Carl Lazzaro, Sylvia Petillo, Herb Yardley, 

County Administrator Greg Poff, County Counsel Kevin Kelly and Teresa Lyons, Clerk. 

 Present for the Sussex County Community College Board of Trustees were Judge 

Lorraine Parker, Chair, Jerry Scanlan, Vice Chair, Rachel Geraci, Secretary, Dr. Tyler 

Morgus, Treasurer, Dr. Bernard Andrews, Dr. Paul Crowley, William Curcio, Maryanne Fox, 

James Hofmann, Dr. Rosalie Lamonte, Michael Spekhardt, Dr. Jon Connolly-

President/Ex-Officio Member, Glenn Keinz, Board Counsel, Ketan Gandhi, CFO and Vice 

President of Administration, Jason Fruge, Program Supervisor and Wendy Fullem, 

Executive Assistant. 

 Present for the Sussex County Technical School Board of Education were Jarrod 

Cofrancesco, John Miller, Dr. Rosalie Lamonte, Susan Shake, Diane Wexler and Gus 

Modla, Superintendent/Principal. 

Mayor Le Frois made the following declaration that “in accordance with the 

Open Public Meetings Act, notice of this special meeting was given to the two 

newspapers of record and posted on the official bulletin board on September 10, 

2018.” 

At this time, Freeholder Director Jonathan Rose opened the meeting to the 

public. 

John Snyder, of Sandyston, addressed several concerns with the proposed 

project to be located in Newton.  He is not in favor of the potential reassignment of 

funds, noting funds not used should be returned to reduce taxes. 

Scott Clelland, Independent Auditor for SCCC, stated their company has worked 

for Sussex County Community College for the past seven years.  His company has given 

“clean opinions” of SCCC and continues to see improvement of their funds each year.   

Jason Boeam, of Stanhope, stated he supports the cost of all public education 
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and the Boards should do what’s “best for the community”.   

Ati Shaw, of Newton, noted she fully supports the second SCCC Campus 

proposed at the McGuire property in the Town of Newton. 

Lisa Carlson, of Lafayette, works at Sussex County Technical School, stated she 

believes the second campus proposed in Newton is not convenient to all County 

residents and does not support same. 

Dr. Kevin Shaw, of Newton, stated he supports the second campus in Newton 

and will bring economic development to the Town of Newton. 

Nancy Ready, Esq., of Newton, supports the second campus in Newton and 

hopes the Boards will make it work. 

John Cuozzo, of Lafayette, stated he has been an educator for 52 years and 

feels this is a great opportunity and supports the second campus located in Newton. 

Christine Quinn, of Sparta, serves as Deputy Mayor in Sparta, feels the return on 

investment in the community and students is tremendous and believes it is a wonderful 

opportunity.   

Brian Ward, of Byram, Automotive Instructor at SC Technical School, proposed to 

have the SCCC work with SC Technical School and expand their successful auto 

program, which already exists.  “Let’s work together” and not expend funds on a 

second campus in Newton. 

Deb Henegan, of Newton, employee at SCCC for 17 years and teaches an auto 

course.  She stated it is a “brilliant idea” and fully supports the idea of a second campus 

in Newton. 

Richard Kelsey, of Stillwater, stated the Boards should consider alternate ideas or 

plans for the McGuire’s project.  He believes there are other options which would be 

less expensive than the proposed second campus.   

Jack L., Culinary teacher at SC Technical School, believes this school is a “gem” 

and should be properly funded, but is underfunded by the County.  The Freeholders 

should continue to support this school and not provide funding to another source with 

the same trade. 

Freeholder Director Jonathan Rose closed the meeting to the public. 

Prior to the presentation, Jason Fruge, SCCC Automotive Program Supervisor, 

outlined the difference between technical courses at the High School and College 



September 20, 2018 
 

3 
 

levels.   

At this time, a PowerPoint Presentation was made by Judge Lorraine Parker, 

Chair and Jon Connelly, President of Sussex County Community College. 
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Judge Parker outlined various aspects of the project during the presentation.  

Judge Parker indicated she cannot fully disclose the finance aspect of the project to 

the public but requested a meeting with the Sussex County Freeholders to “fully discuss 

the finances” of this project. 

At this time, Mayor Le Frois advised she had to leave which only leaves two 

Councilmembers left and no quorum.  It was noted Deputy Mayor Flynn and 

Councilman Dickson would stay to hear the rest of the presentation.  Therefore upon 

motion of Deputy Mayor Flynn, seconded by Mr. Dickson and carried, the Newton Town 

Council adjourned at 11:05 am.   

          Respectfully submitted, 

                   
       Lorraine A. Read, R.M.C.   
           Municipal Clerk 
 


