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The regular meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Newton was held on the 

above date at 7:00 pm.  Present were Mr. Dickson, Deputy Mayor Flynn,  Mrs. Le Frois, 

Mayor Diglio, and Thomas S. Russo, Jr, Town Manager.  Ursula Leo, Esq., Town Attorney 

was also present.  Mr. Schlaffer was excused. 

Mayor Diglio then made the following declaration “in accordance with the 

Open Public Meetings Act, notice of this Regular meeting was given to the two 

newspapers of record and posted on the official bulletin board on January 2, 2020.”  

  Mayor Diglio led the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag and the Municipal Clerk 

called the roll.  Upon motion of Mrs. Le Frois, seconded by Mr. Dickson and unanimously 

carried, the minutes for the December 23, 2019 Regular meeting were approved.   

SWEARING-IN CEREMONY 

a.  Newton Fire Department 2020 Officers 

 At this time, Mayor Diglio swore in the following officers of the Newton Fire 

Department for calendar year 2020, while Lorraine A. Read, Municipal Clerk held the 

Bible:   

Department Chief - Scott Verkon 

Deputy Chief  - Mike Razzano  

Captain - Bill Bailey  

Captain - Chris Blakely 

Lieutenant - Rich Dayermanjian 

Lieutenant - Jason Miller   

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

 At this time, Mayor Diglio read the following statement: 

 “At this point in the meeting, the Town Council welcomes comments from any 
member of the public on any topic.  To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit 
the opportunity for anyone who wishes to be heard, speakers are asked to take one 
turn at the microphone and please limit their comments to 5 minutes.  The Municipal 
Clerk will keep time.  If reading from a prepared statement, please provide a copy and 
email a copy to the Clerk’s Office after making your comments so it may be properly 
reflected in the minutes. Council may choose to comment after the entire public 
portion has concluded.”  
 
 Brenda Izzo, resident of Andover Twsp., addressed concern with the business 

vacancies on Spring Street.  She inquired if an Ordinance could be passed to allow the 

Town to fine the property owners who have vacant businesses in their building.    

 After a brief discussion, Mr. Russo addressed Ms. Izzo’s concerns and outlined the 

various steps the Town has taken to rectify the vacant properties on Spring Street.   
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 There being no one from the public to be heard, Mayor Diglio closed the 

meeting to the public. 

COUNCIL & MANAGER REPORTS 

a. Mayor Diglio – On 1/7/2020, I attended the public signing of the purchase 

agreement between the McGuire’s and Sussex County Community College (SCCC).  

On 1/8/2020, I attended the staff meeting and was given the updates of all the 

departments as well as the dates of events.  On 1/9/2020, I was at the Firehouse update 

meeting.  I am pleased to announce that we should be receiving the keys in two 

weeks.  After the meeting, I meet with the firemen to discuss the plans for the         St. 

Patrick’s Day Parade which will take place on 3/21/2020 at 11am.  She also thanked the 

NFD for taking over the St. Patrick’s Day Parade. 

b. Deputy Mayor Flynn – Nothing at this time. 

c. Councilwoman Le Frois – Nothing at this time. 

d. Councilman Schlaffer – Excused. 

e. Councilman Dickson –  updated the Council on the Board of Education meeting 

held in January.   

f. Town Manager Russo – Nothing at this time. 

ORDINANCES – 

Mayor Diglio directed the Clerk to read aloud the following Ordinance relative to 

introduction of same.  

ORDINANCE #2020-1 

ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $450,000 FROM THE CAPITAL RESERVE FOR GRIT COLLECTOR 
FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF THE GRIT COLLECTOR SYSTEM AT THE WASTEWATER TREATMENT 

PLANT IN AND BY THE TOWN OF NEWTON, IN THE COUNTY OF SUSSEX, NEW JERSEY 
 

The aforementioned ORDINANCE was offered by Mr. Dickson, who moved its 

introduction, seconded by Mrs. Le Frois and roll call resulted as follows: 

Mr. Dickson    Yes   Deputy Mayor Flynn  Yes 
  
Mr. Schlaffer       Excused   Mrs. Le Frois   Yes 
 
    Mayor Diglio   Yes 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Newton that the above 
Ordinance be introduced for the first reading, with hearing on the same to be held on 
Monday, January 27, 2020. 
 

Mayor Diglio directed the Clerk to read aloud the following Ordinance relative to 

introduction of same.  
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ORDINANCE #2020-2 
 

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING AMENDMENTS TO THE PATERSON AVENUE  
REDEVELOPMENT PLAN 

 
The aforementioned ORDINANCE was offered by Mrs. Le Frois, who moved its 

introduction, seconded by Deputy Mayor Flynn and roll call resulted as follows: 

Mr. Dickson    Yes   Deputy Mayor Flynn  Yes 
  
Mr. Schlaffer       Excused   Mrs. Le Frois   Yes 
 
    Mayor Diglio   Yes 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Newton that the above 
Ordinance be introduced for the first reading, with hearing on the same to be held on 
Monday, January 27, 2020. 
 
OLD BUSINESS – None. 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Mayor Diglio read the following statement: 
 
 “All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-
controversial by the Town Council and will be approved by one motion.  There will be 
no separate discussion of these items unless a Council member so requests, in which 
case the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered in its normal 
sequence on the Agenda.” 
 

Mr. Russo reviewed the consent agenda items.   
 

RESOLUTION #46-2020* 
 

AUTHORIZING THE HIRING OF A SWIMMING POOL OPERATIONS AND MANAGEMENT 
VENDOR AS A CONCESSION THROUGH THE COMPETITIVE CONTRACTING PROCESS 

 
WHEREAS, the Town has a desire to provide for a Swimming Pool Operations and 

Management Vendor as a service to the Town citizens to be capable of providing for 
operations and concessionaire management of the Town of Newton Swimming Pool; 
and  

 
WHEREAS, such services are currently available to be provided through the 

competitive contracting process (in lieu of public bidding) under the New Jersey Local 
Publics Contract Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-4.1(j).; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Town desires to evaluate such service offerings from Vendors within 

the procedures as set forth in the New Jersey Local Publics Contract Law (N.J.S.A. 
40A:11-4.1 et. seq. and N.J.A.C. 5:34-4 et. seq.,) of Price and Other Factors; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Town desires to conduct the Competitive Contracting process in 

order to obtain the best provider, to be awarded based upon the most advantageous 
price and other factors; and 

 
WHEREAS, the estimated value of the concession yearly is expected to be in 

excess of the Towns bid threshold of $40,000.00 [required per N.J.S.A. 5:34-9.4(d)(2)(iv)]; 
and  

 
WHEREAS, the costs to be incurred by the contracting out as part of the 

concessions are minimal, related only to the competitive contracting costs; and 
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WHEREAS, the Town desires to enter into a contract for up to five (5) years that 
will satisfy the needs of the Town; and  

 
WHEREAS, as per statute the process will be administered by the Qualified 

Purchasing Agent (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-4.5(d)); and 
 
WHEREAS, as per statute the concession has been approved in writing as legal by 

the Town Attorney (N.J.A.C. 5:34-9.4(d)); 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Town of Newton, 

County of Sussex, State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 
The Qualified Purchasing Agent is hereby authorized to commence the 
competitive contract/ procurement as allowable under the New Jersey 
Local Publics Contract Law for Swimming Pool Operations and 
Management Vendor services, allowing for a minimum of 20 days’ notice 
after advertisement to receive responses, per Local Publics Contract Law. 

 
RESOLUTION #47-2020* 

 
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE AWARD OF AN INSURANCE BROKER OF RECORD CONTRACT 

FOR EMPLOYEE BENEFITS 
 

WHEREAS, the Town of Newton (the “Town”) requires the services of an insurance 
broker of record in order to oversee the Town’s employee benefits program including 
medical, prescription, dental, vision, and Cobra administration as determined by the 
Town; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Town is presently a member of the North Jersey Municipal 

Employee Benefits Fund (“NJMEBF”); and 
 
WHEREAS, Health Insurance Broker and/or the Town’s program 

administrator/representative to the NJMEBF is exempt from public bidding and may be 
awarded via resolution pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(m), in accordance with the 
requirements for extraordinary unspecifiable services; and 

 
WHEREAS, Acrisure, LLC (“Broker”) is qualified to provide the above referenced 

services; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Town is hereby authorized and directed to execute a Broker of 

Record authorization and to cause a notice of this decision to be published according 
to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton as 

follows: 
 

1. The aforesaid recitals are incorporated herein as though fully set forth 
at length. 

2. This agreement is hereby authorized and approved. 
3. Acrisure, LLC is hereby appointed to represent the Town as Broker of 

Record for employee benefits including medical, prescription, dental, 
vision, and Cobra administration. 

4. Acrisure, LLC is here appointed and designated as the Program 
Administrator/Town representative to NJMEBF. 

5. The Town is hereby authorized to execute to execute any and all 
documents and to take any and all actions necessary to complete 
and realize the intent and purpose of this Resolution.  

6. This resolution shall be effective immediately.  
  

RESOLUTION #48-2020* 
 

AMEND THE 2020 WATER SEWER TEMPORARY CAPITAL BUDGET 
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WHEREAS, the Town of Newton deems it necessary and desirable to modify or 
provide additional funding for capital projects previously reflected in the 2020 Water 
Sewer Temporary Capital Budget, and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:30-4.4B provides the Capital Budget of a Governing Body 
shall be amended to reflect any provisions, changes or inconsistencies with said Capital 
Budget; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton, in 
the County of Sussex, State of New Jersey, that the 2020 Temporary Water Sewer 
Capital Budget shall be amended to reflect the adoption of Ordinance 2020-1 in the 
amount of $450,000 for the Grit Collector System; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton, that said 
Ordinance 2020-1 contains the proper verbiage regarding Capital Budget 
amendments and that two (2) certified copies of this resolution will be forwarded to the 
Division of Local Government Services as required. 
 

RESOLUTION #49-2020* 
 

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE 2020 CENSUS 
 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Census Bureau is required by the U.S. Constitution to conduct 
a count of the population and provides a historic opportunity to help shape the 
foundation of our society and play an active role in American democracy; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Town of Newton is committed to ensuring every resident is 

counted; and 
 
WHEREAS, Federal and State funding is allocated to communities, and decisions 

are made on matters of national and local importance based, in part, on census data 
and housing; and 

 
WHEREAS, census data helps determine how many seats each State will have in 

the U.S. House of Representatives and is necessary for an accurate and fair redistricting 
of State Legislative seats, County and Municipal Councils, and voting districts; and 

 
WHEREAS, information from the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 

are vital tools for economic development and increased employment; and 
 
WHEREAS, the information collected by the census is confidential and protected 

by law; and 
 
WHEREAS, a united voice from business, government, community-based and 

faith-based organizations, educators, media, and others will enable the 2020 Census 
message to reach more of our citizens;  

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by Town Council of the Town of Newton:  
 
The Town of Newton is committed to partnering with the U.S. Census Bureau and 

the State of New Jersey and will:  
 
1. Support the goals and ideals for the 2020 Census and will disseminate 

2020 Census information.  
 

2. Encourage all Town of Newton residents to participate in events and 
initiatives that will raise the overall awareness of the 2020 Census and 
increase participation.  
 

3. Provide Census advocates to speak to Town of Newton and 
Community Organizations. Support census takers as they help the Town 
of Newton complete an accurate count.  
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4. Strive to achieve a complete and accurate count of all persons within 
our borders. 
 

RESOLUTION #50-2020* 
 

AUTHORIZE REDEMPTION OF A TOWN HELD LIEN FOR BLOCK 5.02, LOT 3, ALSO KNOWN AS 
10 CENTER STREET 

 
WHEREAS, at the Municipal Tax Sale held on October 24, 2018, a lien was struck 

off to the Town of Newton for Block 5.02, Lot 3, also known as 10 Center Street, for 
delinquent 2017 Taxes; and 

 
WHEREAS, this lien, known as Tax Sale Certificate #2018-003, was recorded at the 

Sussex County Clerk’s Office on November 7, 2018 as Book 9653 Page 517 at 18% 
interest; and 
 

WHEREAS, Barbara Johnson, the owner, has effected redemption of Certificate 
#2018-003 in the amount of $16,747.76; 
 

NOW, THERFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton, 
that this Governing Body acknowledges Tax Sale Certificate #2018-003 has been 
satisfied in full to the Town of Newton; and 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Tax Collector be authorized to cancel Tax Sale 
Certificate #2018-003 with the Sussex County Clerk’s Office. 
 

RESOLUTION #51-2020* 
 

APPROVE BILLS AND VOUCHERS FOR PAYMENT 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Newton that payment is 
hereby approved for all vouchers that have been properly authenticated and 
presented for payment, representing expenditures for which appropriations were duly 
made in the 2019 and 2020 Budgets adopted by this local Governing Body, including 
any emergency appropriations, and where unexpended balances exist in said 
appropriation accounts for the payment of such vouchers. 
 
TOWN BILLS 
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   TOTAL TOWN BILLS   $372,099.65 
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WATER/SEWER BILLS 
 

 
TOTALS FOR WATER/SEWER UTILITY 722,036.45; 120,954.47 
 
   TOTAL WATER/SEWER UTILITY BILLS   $842,990.92 
 
FEDERAL/STATE GRANTS BILLS 

 
   TOTAL FEDERAL/STATE GRANTS   $3,701.48 
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DEVELOPERS ESCROW BILLS 

 
 
  TOTAL DEVELOPERS ESCROW BILLS   $5,968.57 
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TRUST ACCOUNT BILLS 
 

 
   TOTAL TRUST ACCOUNT BILLS    $25,089.88 
 
 The Clerk presented a membership application from Jonathan C. Renzo, 176 

County Road 519, Newton, NJ, into the Newton Fire Department. 

The Clerk presented a membership application from John H. Ays, 9 Barrett 

Avenue, Newton, NJ, into the Newton Fire Department.   

The Clerk presented a Junior Firefighter membership application from Christian 

Blakely, 61 Paterson Avenue, Newton, NJ, into the Newton Fire Department.   

 A motion was made by Mrs. Le Frois to approve the revised COMBINED ACTION 

RESOLUTIONS, seconded by Mr. Dickson and roll call resulted as follows:  
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Mr. Dickson    Yes   Deputy Mayor Flynn  Yes 
  
Mr. Schlaffer       Excused   Mrs. Le Frois   Yes 
 
    Mayor Diglio   Yes 
 
APPEAL 
 

A.  Utility Advisory Board Appeal – 100 Swartswood Avenue 
 
 Mrs. Leo, Esq. outlined the appeal submitted by Sela Realty Investment (formerly 

Landmark West).  She indicated the Newton Utility Board denied the request to waive 

the delinquent penalties on November 19, 2019.  Noting the requestor, Mr. Erickson, 

Property Manager, was not present, Mrs. Leo recommended the appeal be denied. 

 After a brief discussion, the Town Council denied the request to waive the 

delinquent penalties of Sela Realty Investment (formerly Landmark West).  Mrs. Leo will 

send a letter to Mr. Erickson accordingly and roll call resulted as follows: 

Mr. Dickson    Yes   Deputy Mayor Flynn  Yes 
  
Mr. Schlaffer       Excused   Mrs. Le Frois   Yes 
 
    Mayor Diglio   Yes 
 
DISCUSSION -  None. 
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  

 Mayor Diglio opened the meeting to the public. 

 There being no one from the public to be heard, Mayor Diglio closed the 

meeting to the public.  

COUNCIL & MANAGER COMMENTS  

 Mr. Russo announced he promoted Sherri Kaylani to the full-time position of 

Recreation Supervisor.  She will continue to assist Code Enforcement as well.  He noted 

a Recreation Coordinator will assist Sherri and she will start on March 1st.  Her part-time 

position will be seasonal running from March to October. 

 Mr. Russo indicated the bids for the Newton pool repair are due in a few weeks 

and several vendors are interested. 

 Mr. Russo indicated the budget hearing is scheduled for Saturday, February 8, 

2020 at 9:00am.   

 Mrs. Le Frois indicated she is pleased with the promotion of Sherri Kaylani to 

Recreation Supervisor.    

EXECUTIVE SESSION – None. 
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There being no further business to be conducted, upon motion of Deputy Mayor 

Flynn, seconded by Mrs. Le Frois and unanimously carried, the regular meeting was 

adjourned at 7:33 pm.   

       Respectfully submitted,  

   
 

         Lorraine A. Read, RMC  
        Municipal Clerk     
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