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e Primary Election Day
June 8

e Juneteenth
Observed
Town Hall Closed
June 18

e Independence Day
Observed

Town Hall Closed
July 5

e Town-Wide Garage Sale
August 6,7, & 8

Dates of Interest:

FROM THE DESK OF THE TOWN MANAGER

The warmer spring and summer months usher in a busy time of year for all

municipal departments as we wrap up winter activities and prepare for the

variety of summer projects we have scheduled. Newton confinues to be a

small, vibrant, and dynamic community of 8,000 residents with a proud history

and brighter future.

Some of the exciting projects this summer include but are not limited fo:

e Reopening the Town Pool for a Full Summer Season of Fun

e Redevelopment Projects at the Planning Board (as applications are
received)

e Support for our Local Small Businesses with Enhanced Marketing and Social
Media

e Ongoing Discussions with SCCC on the McGuire's Redevelopment Project

e Plan Endorsement Biennial Review

e Continuing fo Support the Thorlabs Expansion in Newton

e Babe Ruth Field Drainage Project

e Numerous Water and Sewer Improvements

As you can see, a lof of thought goes into the planning of the wide variety of

critical projects and purchases so we may preserve and protect the existing

character of the community while enhancing areas that benefit the current and

future quality of life of our residents. The projects are diverse and span a cross-

section of disciplines and departments.

Our Newton Town Council, staff, professionals, and volunteers take great pride in

their efforts to make Newton the special place that it is and are to be

commended. Together we will continue to make a difference. Thank you once

again for reading our publication and please accept my sincere best wishes to

you and yours for good health and happiness during the beautiful spring and

summer months.

Yours for a Be’r’rer Newton,

ThomosS Russo Jr., MP{CPM

Town Manager

PS — For the most timely and accurate informatfion on events and happenings,
schequles and meeftings, please check out newfontownhall.com and social
media.

THE 2021 NEWTON TOWN COUNCIL

| Matthew S. Dickson, Mayor
mdickson@newtontownhall.com

John-Paul E. Couce, Counciiman
Sandra Lee Diglio, Councilwoman
Michelle J. Teets, Councilwoman

Thomas S. Russo, Jr., Town Manager
Lorraine A. Read, Municipal Clerk
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TAX COLLECTION

HOMESTEAD BENEFIT

If you are eligible to receive the Homestead Benefit the State will be applying the credit to your 2nd quarter
(May) 2021 taxes. Please look for your updated fax statement in the mail. If you have questions regarding
this credit please contact the State at 888-238-1233 (8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, except
holidays).

TAX BILLS

Tax bills for the Final 2021/Preliminary 2022 will be mailed in late July 2021. Bills are mailed to ALL property
owners at this fime each year. This bill will include payment stubs for the 3@ and 4t quarters of 2021 (August
and November) as well as the 1st and 2nd quarters of 2022 (February and May). The annual mailing of bills
follows the Certification of the Tax Ratfe by the Sussex County Board of Taxation.

ADDRESS CHANGES

Any property owner who has had a change to their mailing address should notify the Tax office, in writing,
prior to July 1, 2021 to ensure your bill is mailed to you in a fimely fashion. Any questions regarding your mailing
address may be directed to 973-383-3521 X 239 or tschlosser@newtontownhall.com.

NEW JERSEY PROPERTY TAX REIMBURSMENT (PTR)

SENIOR FREEZE PROGRAM

The 2020 Form PTR New Jersey Property Tax Reimbursement (“Senior Freeze") applications were mailed in late
February 2021. You must file your application no later than November 1, 2021 to be considered for this
reimbursement from the State of New Jersey. For information regarding this program please contact the
State at 800-882-6597 (8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, except holidays). If you are a first-
fime filer, you may call the State at 1-800-882-6597 to request an application be mailed to you. Online
information: www.state.nj.us/treasury/taxation/pfr/index.shtml

COURT NEWS

As the Spring approaches, the court continues to maintain public safety
during the COVID-19 pandemic. The municipal court will continue to
host remote virtual court sessions for the unforeseeable future. The
following options have been offered by the State of New Jersey to better
serve the public. If you are disputing a traffic ticket and do not wish to
appear in court, many cases are now eligible for review through the
Online Municipal Case Resolution System at njmcdirect.com. You may
select the option for case dispute and enter vyour ficket
information. Eligible traffic fickets will be reviewed by the prosecutor and
you will be notified with their recommendation. Another option for
certain offenses is a plea by mail. This form is available at njcourts.gov/
forms. Please contact the court to see if your violation is eligible.

The Court can be reached at 973-383-3521 X 236 or by email at
kquinn@newtontownhall.com or mestremera@newtontownhall.com.
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2021 BUDGET ANALYSIS

“The Town Council adopted the amended 2021 Municipal Budget and Capital Improvement Program,
which totals $13,408,797.

With the uncertainty of State Aid payments and the fluctuating prospects of grant funding, coupled with the
reality of a tax base that has 1/3 tax exempt properties, it is an ever increasing challenge to maintain
appropriate service levels and sound fiscal policies while mitigating any significant municipal tax increases.
Furthermore, the Net Taxable Valuation (NVT) for the Town decreased by $772,965. This makes it even more
challenging to manage the fiscal affairs of the municipal organization, but it is a nominal amount
considering we are sfill dealing with the greatest health crisis (COVID-19) in the United Stafes in 100 years,
and the fiscal impacts of the same.

Additionally, the new average residential property assessment has gone up slightly from the 2020 level of
$185,150 to the new 2021 level of $185,221. Therefore, factoring in the budget and tax levy as proposed, the
municipal taxes on an average residential property are estimated to go from $2,767 in 2020 to $2,779 in 2021
— an increase of only $1 a month. This excellent budgetary performance is in large credit due to the
excellent work performed by all staff members, professionals, and volunteers day in and day out, and they
should be commended for being excellent stewards of both the public funds and public trust. | am proud of
their work on this budget and thank everyone for their efforts.

The Town maintains independent financial records for the Water and Sewer fund. Both functions are
supported by customer billings and do not require property tax revenues to meet financial obligations.

The Water and Sewer budget is proposed at $4,781,629 for the 2021 year. The Water and Sewer budget
provides service to 2,709 accounts. The current rate structure continues to allow the Town to reserve funds
for future capital upgrades and the retirement of existing debt. Most importantly, it allows the Town to
infelligently use the most fiscally conservative approach available to budgeting as it relates to necessary
infrastructure improvements.

In closing, it is my belief the budget appropriations and revenue projections, as contained in the 2021
budget for Newton, and as of this writing, will enable the Town to meet the public’'s demand and need for
crifical services. Furthermore, the budget is structured as a fiscally responsible document to ensure the
financial well-being of our municipal government is preserved. This 2021 budget as presented will enable
the municipal organization to confinue mission achievement — achieving the excellence in governance
expected by our customers: the taxpayers, businesses, and residents of Newton.”

Thomas S. Russo, Jr., MPA, CPM
Town Manager

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

f <

/GoNewtonNJ newtontownhall.com townofnewtonnj

The Newifon Newsis printed and distributed twice a year to keep all residents informed of the many programs
and services offered by the Town. Please take a few moments to update your calendars on upcoming
events and keep this edition of our newsletter handy for convenient reference in the future. For more timely
updates, please visit our Town website at www.newtontownhall.com.

Editors ~ Kat Alcock & Thomas S. Russo, Jr.


http://www.newtontownhall.com
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MUNICIPAL CLERK’S NEWS

FRIENDLY REMINDER: * Kk * K * K
Primary Election: Tuesday, June 8, 2021 '
General Election: Tuesday, November 2, 2021 ®

* K Kk * ok
Polling Places in Newton:*

Dist. #1 & #2 Newton Fire House 22 Mill Street

Dist. #3 & #5 Newton Municipal Building 39 Trinity Street

Dist. #4 Newton First Aid Squad Building 68 Sussex Street

Dist. #6 First United Methodist Church 111 Ryerson Avenue

*Subject to change for COVID compliance.

If you have any questions, please contact the Municipal Clerk at 973-383-3521 extension 232.

FISHING PERMITS:

Morris Lake will open on Monday, April 12, 2021 for fishing _
(subject to change).

Permits may be obtained at the Municipal Clerk’s office.
OPEN ONLY TO NEWTON RESIDENTS
Permits are $20.00 and $15.00 for Seniors (age 62+).

TOWN-WIDE GARAGE SALE:

This year, the Town will hold their annual Town-Wide Garage Sale on August ét, 7th, and 8th. Permits
are required at a cost of $15.00 (for all three days). Applications will be available at the Town
Clerk’s Office, 39 Trinity Street.

In order to be placed on the map, the deadline for applications is Friday, July 30th. Maps will be
available at the Town Clerk’s Office and in the lobby of the Police Station.

www.newtontownhall.com
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WATER AND SEWER UTILITY

Want to lower your water/sewer bills?

e Check your toilets. A toilet that confinuously runs after being flushed is the most common reason for
elevated usage on a water bill. If the bill is high, this should be the first thing to consider.

e Check your readings regularly and keep a log of the readings. It is possible to have a water leak and not
actually see or hear water leaking.

e Take a look at the actual meter inside the premises. |f water is not running, the red
dial on the meter should be still. If it is moving even slightly, it could indicate a leak.

e Pay by the due date stamped on the bill. There is no grace period on water/sewer
payments. Payment must be received by the due date stamped on the bill or 10% )
will be added to the balance. If you are mailing your water/sewer payment, be sure §
to send it early enough to arrive by the due date.

Being proactfive can lower usage and save you money!

ZONING REMINDER

The Town of Newton Zoning Officer, Katherine Citterbart, would like to remind residents zoning permits are
required for FENCES & RETAINING WALLS, SHEDS, POOLS (including blue ftemporary), DECKS, EMERGENCY
STANDBY GENERATORS (§ 320-34), ADA RAMPS, ADDITIONS, ALTERATIONS, TEMPORARY STORAGE CONTAINER
(P.O.D.), and CHICKEN COORPS (§ 320-28.J).

PARKING:

Per Ordinance 2020-19, the parking of
vehicles on any area other than
driveways is prohibited throughout the
Town of Newton.

SURVEY:

A property survey [ |
must be submitted -
along with  most
Zoning Permit
Applications. For
more details, see
§320-23.E(2) of the
Code Book.

APPOINTMENTS:

For the most efficient use of your fime
and ours, appointments are
recommended.

THINKING OF EXPANDING YOUR DRIVEWAY?

Per §320-23.E(4) the total residential area shall not

@ EE exceed 50% of the dwelling footprint, plus a fwelve-
é foot wide driveway sufficient to connect to the

N\ ﬁ municipal right-of-way, or the minimum parking area
which is required in order to meet the parking
‘ requirements of § 320-23, whichever is larger.
(Added 9-16-2020 by Ord. No. 2020-19)

For more information on zoning compliance and links to our forms, visit our website at newtontownhall.com/
zoning or contact the Newton Zoning Officer, Katherine Citterbart, at kcitterbart@newtontownhall.com.
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POLICE DESK

TRUST - INTEGRITY - TRADITION

The Town of Newton Police Department became the first in Sussex County to utilize the enhanced Smart911
system designed to speed the response to emergencies. It is a free service provided by the Town of Newton o
help you plan ahead for emergencies. When emergencies do occur, Newton's emergency services use the
Smart?11 platform to send emergency alerts to noftify the public about threats to public safety and what
actions may need to be taken. The Town of Newfon also sends certain non-emergency alerts and public
information using the same platform. When you register for Smart?11, you can select the types of notifications
you want fo receive and how you want to be nofified. Sign up now at Smart?11.com. For more information
about how the Newton Police Department uses Smart?11, visit our website at http://newtonpolice.org/
communications/#smart?11.

Mutualink

- | -
o™

Law ' Fire Private
Enforcement Departments Security

Mutualink Interoperable Communications

We Connect You Together

Mutualink connects first responders and partners with interoperable communications in emergencies
improving safety, security and protecting lives. Public safety inoperability helps first responders arrive quickly
with situational awareness. Connecting first responders with voice, video and data, speeds resolutions and
improves outcomes for both victims and officers. Connect with partner agencies in real time to quickly
resolve incidents. Time saved means lives saved.

This platform allows the Newton Police Department to communicate across agencies and enables true infer
-agency inoperability. No matter where you are, communicate and collaborate seamlessly with Mutualink
inferoperable communications. Within your agency. With other agencies. When critical communications
matter. This platform facilitates real-time information sharing and bridges any communication system that
infroduces seamless real-time radio, video and data sharing. Mutual link keeps you connected regardless of
device system or network and strengthens communities for everyday communications. For more
information see www.mutualink.neft.
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POLICE DESK

Improper disposal of medications that €3 2 = 2 AT O N WHAT DO | []0

are no longer needed or prescribed can M ED I G I N WITH MY

lead to accidental ingestion causing a UNUSED MEDICATION?

risk to health.  Accidental ingestion by Brop it off!

children, the elderly, or pets can also
THE THREE TYPES OF GISTRACTED DRIVING

Newton residents to drop off medicines.
A secure collection box is located in the
lobby of the Police Department.

7Troffic and pedestrian safety in
Newton will continue to receive

occur. Old medications should not be
flushed or put down the drain or toilet.

AND HOW TO AVOID THEM
VISUAL

—tti

COGNITIVE

our focused attention. Reducing
distracted driving and paying
more attenfion to pedestrians is

"Project Medicine Drop" allows Town of
e =

Pk very important. By taking
enforcement action when
necessary and warranted, we are
actively aftempting to change
pedestrian and motorist behavior
to reduce the incidence of
pedestrian crashes, injuries and

fatalities in Newton.

R &> =,

Keep your
eyes on the road.

Keep your
phone out of reach.

Avoid phone calls,
even hands-free.

Pull over to read
directions._

Make all adjustments
before driving.

Stay focused on the
road.

Don’t reach for items
while driving.

Keep your
emotions in check.

Put your phone in “Do
Not Disturb™ mode.

The ‘Move Over Law' requires motor vehicle operators to reduce their speed and change lanes when
approaching authorized vehicles displaying emergency lights. Such vehicles include police, fire and medical
services vehicles, and also highway maintenance, tow frucks and official motorist aid vehicles displaying red,
blue, or amber emergency lights. Where possible, drivers are required to move over to create an empty lane
next to the emergency vehicle. When safely changing lanes is not possible, drivers must slow down below
the posted speed limit prior to passing emergency vehicles. Remember, emergency responders are there o
help. Please give them the space they need, so they can work safely!

THE NEW JUERSEY MOVE OVER LAW

MOVE OVER

Slow Dowmrn. Move Over with Care.

www. MoveOverLaw.com
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In strengthening public safety partnerships, one of the fundamental keys is
to develop trust between the police and the community. Please
remember to report your concerns when observing suspicious activity.
Info-sharing regarding criminal activity can also be provided to our
agency via links on social media, our website or anonymously via text
message (Text tips fo CRIMES (274-637) keyword NEWTON). Modern tip
texting supports two-way encrypted conversations & real-tfime logging so
that trends and incident patfterns can be identified over time. The
infroduction of cost-effective anonymous reports - in which text messages
are stripped of any identifying information before being received by
police - has resulted in an increase in community involvement. In many
respects, anonymous tip-texting is one of the best examples of community
policing strategies at work! However, in an emergency or to report crimes
in progress, always call 9-1-1.

Help Keep Your
Communtty Safe

LJ TipSubmit

Anonymously Report
Criminal Activity
Text Message C-R-1-M-E-S (274637)
Keyword: NEWTON

OMMUNITY LAW ENFORCEMENT ADDICTION RECOVERY ~ A significant issue affecting our community is the opiate epidemic.
Heroin and otfher opioids are ravaging communities across America.

occupation, income, race or status in the community. In an effort to

U

v The redlity is that one in three individuals are affected by the substance
L E A R abuse disorder and addictions affects all people — no matter their

4 (1 11 1 1AV

. combat the problem, Newton Police is leading the effort through
HoPebenghere involvement with the Sussex County C.L.E.A.R. program. This effort
provides real therapy solutions while offering an understanding of what
1-844-SC-CLEAR resources, recovery & treatment options are available.

CRIME PREVENTION TIPS FOR PREVENTING VEHICLE BURGLARIES

Motor vehicle burglaries that occur sporadically throughout the Town of Newton and those committing these
offenses are entering vehicles through unlocked car doors. As a reminder, there are several things that you

can do to prevent yourself from becoming a victim.

e Take, Lock, Hide: The basic crime fighting tools to preventing burglaries to motor vehicles.

Lock your vehicle. Yes, it takes seconds to break a window, but doing so makes noise - and criminals hate
making noise. A majority of our burglaries have been to unlocked vehicles. If you leave it, LOCK IT and
make sure you bring your key fob with you!

Hide valuables from sight, or, even better, take items with you. If criminals don't see anything, they are less
likely to break in, and will go to the next vehicle.

Remember to hide valuables BEFORE you park in the place you're leaving your vehicle. If a criminal sees
you put a laptop in the trunk, he'll just break into the frunk when you leave. The same advice for putting
property under a seat - if a criminal sees you reaching under a seat, he'll assume something is under there
and break in looking for property.

If you see suspicious activity, call the police. Interior vehicle lights on, people lurking around vehicles, dogs
barking for unknown reasons may all be indications of something amiss. If you see something, say
something.

What to do if your vehicle gets burglarized:

Don't fouch anything in or on your vehicle.

Call the Newton Police Department, 973-383-2525 or 911 if the suspect is still on scene.

Make your neighbors aware of the burglary and consider starting a Neighborhood Watch program.
Remember, there is no 100% fool-proof way to prevent all crime. You can make yourself less likely to be a

victim of motor vehicle burglaries by following the above tips and by using common sense. Simply locking
your vehicle and removing the key fob and other property from inside is half the battle.

Remember that YOU are an important partner in the fight against crimel!
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FIRE NEWS

The Newton Fire Department would like to
remind everyone to be sure to check the
batteries on your smoke and carbon
monoxide detectors. As well as fo make
sure your fire extinguisher is easily
accessible and operational.

The Department responded to 260 calls to
service in 2020.

If interested in joining our ranks or want to
donate please visift us
at www.newtonfiredepartment.org/.

NEWTON FIRST AID SQUAD

Established in 1957, the Newton Volunteer First Aid and Rescue Squad (NFAS) is a 100% volunteer agency that
answers the 211 medical emergencies in the Town of Newton and surrounding communities. We are proud to
serve you as Sussex County's busiest, fastest, and most progressive volunteer First Aid Squad!

We have positions for community members of all backgrounds - both on and off the ambulancel! If you are
interested in helping NFAS continue to be Sussex County's busiest, fastest, and most progressive EMS agency,
visit us at http://newtonfirstaidsquad.org or call us at 973-383-3377 to learn more.

NEWTONFIRSTAIDSQUAD.ORG
2020 End of Year Statistics:
Call Total: 1,969
Response rate: 93.9%

. FIRST AID SQUAD s

68 SUSSEX STREET - PO BOX 5
NEWTON, NJ 07860

Avg. Arrival Time: 5.2 mins.

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

The Town of Newton takes pride in maintaining quality neighborhoods and a sound community environment.
With warmer spring and summer months ahead consider the following:

Trash and bulk waste disposal - The Town provides curbside recycling. Garbage Disposal is the responsibility of
the property owner(s)/tenants. When disposing of large items, such as old furniture or appliances, property
owner(s)/tenants are reminded fo exercise proper waste disposal practices, as described in the Newton Town
Ordinances Section 250 and the International Property Maintenance Code Section 308. Residents are
reminded porches and decks are not to be used to store garbage, old mattresses, recycling bins or boxes.

Property Maintenance - Repair/ replace elevated or damaged sidewalks that are creating a trip or other
hazard. Also, clear away winter grit. Address exterior painted surfaces that are peeling, faded or unpainted.
Repair damaged exterior home fixtures, such as siding, gutters, down spouts, shutters, stairs, railings and
fences. Remove any exterior yard debris that may have accumulated over the winter, such as, tree
branches, leaves and brush. Prepare for continual lawn maintenance and weed removal.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in maintaining a beautiful environment for everyone to enjoy. If
you have any questions or concerns, call the Code Enforcement Director, at 973-383-3521 ext. 256.
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BULK WASTE COLLECTION

Bulk Waste Curbside Collection will occur on Saturday, May 1, 2021.
Residents will be allowed to place up to 500 lbs. of bulky items for the
collection curbside. NO electronics, household garbage, recyclable
material, clothing, building materials, brush/leaves/grass, hazardous
materials, or tires will be collected

Permits for the 2021 Bulk Waste Collection will be available for purchase
starting on April 5th af the Newton Road Department, by appointment.
The permit cost is $30. Additional details will be provided with the
permit.

Please call the Department of Public Works at (973) 383-4160 with any
questions.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Events are subject fo change. Please visit us on our website or social media for updares.

MAY — Memorial Day Remembrance Ceremony (Greafer Newton Chamber of Commerce)
JUNE — Newton Day [CANCELED due to COVID)
JULY/AUGUST (DATE TBD)

Outdoor Movies*
Free, family friendly movie shown on a 25 inflatable OUTDUUR * * »
screen at Memory Park. Pack your lawn chairs and bring

the whole family fo enjoy a movie under the stars. Plenty
of parking and picnicking is encouraged. Sorry, but

alcohol and pets are prohibited in the park area.
* A Kk k k k h k kK Kk Kk Kk K

JULY/AUGUST (DATE TBD)
| (I/( CO \! %'\’TS %

A Concert Under the Stars*

Come dance the night away. Free, family friendly music
performed under the big tent at Memory Park. Bring your
lown chairs or a blanket and enjoy a night full of live
music. Picnicking is encouraged. Alcohol and pets are
prohibited in the park area. Plenty of parking at Memory
Park with overflow parking at the Park-N-Ride located at
the end of South Park Drive.

SEPTEMBER - A Taste of Newton (78D adue fo COVID)

*All evenfs are subject fo change.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

f =

/GoNewtonNJ newtontownhall.com townofnewtonnj
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RECREATION

Exercise Program: Join virtually for Zumba Gold with Peggy Pak. To learn
more visit: www.peggypak.zumba.com.

Junior Athletics Programs: Please visit:
www.newtontownhall.com/121/Junior-Athletics

Important Reminder: Sports Leagues are individual entities that are not
governed or managed by the Town of Newton. Any questions should be
made direcftly to the individual league.

HAPPY HOUR AT
For all updates and the latest news from our Recreation Department please | YOUR PLACE!
be sure to visit, follow and like our Social Media pages at the following links:
-
. Facebook: Town of Newton Recreation-NJ https://pegeypak.zumba.com

. Instagram: NewtonNJRecreation

Email: recreation@newtontownhall.com

POOL NEWS

*** ATTENTION***WE ARE HIRING***COME JOIN OUR GREAT TEAM***
Come work with us this summer at the Newton Pooll
Please help us share this important information.
The following positions are available:
e PT Seasonal Assistant Pool Manager (Must be Lifeguard/CPR/First Aid/AED Certified) $79.50 per hour

e PT Seasonal Lifeguards (Must be A.R.C. Certified in Lifeguarding/CPR/First Aid/AED) S$74.00 per hour
e PT Seasonal Pool Assistants, $72.00 per hour

To learn more & apply, visit: www.newtontownhall.com/jobs.aspx

For updates on the 2021 Newton Pool Season, follow and like our Social Media pages at:

e Facebook: Town of Newton Recreation- NJ
¢ Instagram: NewtonNJRecreation

(2021 Registration and season info coming early June or sooner)
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TOWN OF NEWTON STAFF DIRECTORY

The staff of the Town of Newton is here to assist the public whenever possible. Please use
the following list of extensions when dialing 973-383-3521 to contact a municipal staff
member or department.

224 Deputy Town Mgr./Deputy Clerk OTHER NUMBERS

225 Tax Assessor Constfruction 973-823-7020
227 Planning/Zoning (Hardyston Township)

228 Manager's Office Fire Marshal (Sussex County)  973-579-0380
231 Recreation :

232 Municipal Clerk/Registrar Public Works 773-383-4160
233 Treasurer Recycling Center 973-383-1521
234 Community Development Sewer Treatment Plant 973-383-2090
236 Deputy Court Adminisirator Police Department 973-383-2525
239 Tax Collector (Non_emergency)

240 Water/Sewer Collector ool 973-383-2810

241 Finance Officer/CFO
242 Court Administrator
254 Human Resources
255 Deputy Registrar
256 Code Enforcement

#GoNewtonNJ




