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The regular meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Newton was held, via 

Zoom, on the above date at 7:00 pm.  Present were Mr. Couce, Mrs. Diglio, Deputy 

Mayor Schlaffer, Mrs. Teets, Mayor Dickson, and Thomas S. Russo, Jr, Town Manager.  

Eric Bernstein, Esq., Town Attorney was also present.   

Mayor Dickson then made the following declaration “in accordance with the 

Open Public Meetings Act, notice of this Regular meeting was given to the two 

newspapers of record and posted on the official bulletin board on January 4, 2021.”  

Mr. Bernstein advised this meeting is being conducted via Zoom and has been 

advertised as required by law. 

 Mayor Dickson led the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag and the Municipal Clerk 

called the roll.  Prior to approval of minutes, Councilman Couce made a slight 

correction.  Upon motion of Mrs. Diglio, as amended, seconded by Mrs. Teets and 

unanimously carried, the minutes for May 24, 2021 Regular meeting were approved.   

PUBLIC HEARING 

a.  Urban Parks Grant – Jessica Caldwell, Town Planner 

Jessica Caldwell, Town Planner, outlined the proposed Urban Parks Grant to the 

Town Council.  The Town is proposing to apply for a $500,000 grant through 

NJDEP/Green Acres Urban Parks for the Babe Ruth Project at Memory Park.  The total 

cost will be approximately $600,000.  This project will include ballfield drainage as well 

as improvements to the rain garden at  Memory Park.  It was noted the proposed grant 

was approved by the Newton Planning Board on May 19, 2021 and has also received 

support from the Newton Recreation Commission. 

Mayor Dickson opened the meeting to the public. 

There being no one from the public to be heard, Mayor Dickson closed the 

hearing to the public. 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

 At this time, Mayor Dickson read the following statement: 

 “At this point in the meeting, the Town Council welcomes comments from any 
member of the public on any topic.  To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit 
the opportunity for anyone who wishes to be heard, speakers are asked to take one 
turn at the microphone and please limit their comments to 3 minutes.  The Municipal 
Clerk will keep time.  If reading from a prepared statement, please provide a copy and 
email a copy to the Clerk’s Office after making your comments so it may be properly 
reflected in the minutes. Council may choose to comment after the entire public 
portion has concluded.”  
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 Matthew Boyle, 17 Hicks Avenue, introduced himself and inquired about the 

Cannabis Ordinance in the Town of Newton.  He is interested in building a delivery 

business for cannabis in the Town of Newton. 

Margaret “Peg” Baldini, 10 Barry Lane, addressed a few various issues: 

1) Addressed concern with Cannabis Ordinance; and 
2) Addressed concern with the Resolution #130-2021. 

 
Dr. Ludmilla Mecaj, 9 Madison Street, also questioned the Cannabis Ordinance 

and inquired if the Town-wide Garage Sale was happening this year.     

There being no one else from the public to be heard, Mayor Dickson closed the 

meeting to the public. 

COUNCIL & MANAGER REPORTS 

Town Manager Russo – Noted the Proclamation which was presented by members of 
the Town Council on June 5, 2021. 
 

Office of the Mayor 
 

PROCLAMATION 
 

Arbor Day Celebration 
 

June 5, 2021 

WHEREAS, in 1872, the Nebraska Board of Agriculture established a special day to be set 
aside for the planting of trees; and  
 
WHEREAS, this holiday, called Arbor Day, was first observed with the planting of more 
than a million trees in Nebraska; and  
 
WHEREAS, Arbor Day is now observed throughout the nation and the world; and  
 
WHEREAS, trees can be a solution to combating climate change by reducing the 
erosion of our precious topsoil by wind and water, cutting heating and cooling costs, 
moderating the temperature, cleaning the air, producing life-giving oxygen, and 
providing habitat for wildlife; and  
 
WHEREAS, trees are a renewable resource giving us paper, wood for our homes, fuel for 
our fires, and countless other wood products; and  
 
WHEREAS, trees in our Town increase property values, enhance the economic vitality of 
business areas, and beautify our community; and  
 
WHEREAS, trees, wherever they are planted, are a source of joy and spiritual renewal; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, We, the Town Council of the Town of Newton, do hereby proclaim 
Saturday, June 5, 2021 as an “ARBOR DAY CELEBRATION” in the Town of Newton, and 
urge all citizens to celebrate and to support efforts to protect our trees and woodlands, 
to plant trees to gladden the heart and promote the well-being of this and future 
generations. 
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In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 
Hand and caused this seal to be affixed. 

 
_________s/ Matthew S. Dickson, Mayor__ 

Attest:_s/ Lorraine A. Read, Clerk__                                                                                                                                                                      
Date:   June 05, 2021______ 
 

 Mr. Russo addressed the questions of Ms. Baldini and Mr. Boyle.   
 
 Mrs. Oswin advised the Town-wide Garage Sale will take place August 6, 7, & 8 
this year. 

 
Councilwoman Teets –  Read from a prepared statement:  
 
“I would like to acknowledge the Newton Police Department for their participation in 
the annual Special Olympic Torch Run, the students from the Newton Schools that ran 
with the officers and to the Newton First Aid Squad for providing support as well.  A 
special thanks to Patrolman Anthony Keiling for organizing the event.   
  
I attended the ribbon cutting at MPZ Multi Services this past Friday along with the 
Greater Newton Chamber of Commerce with Mayor Dickson, Councilwoman Diglio, 
the Town Manager Mr. Russo and other employees from the Town.  It was a nice day 
and happy to see this type of business in our downtown district.  I believe they will 
provide a much-needed service, not just to the residents of Newton, but throughout 
Sussex County.    They offer copying, faxing, scanning, notary public and so much more.   
 
It was nice to see all the PROM pictures over the last couple of weeks for the Newton 
High School and other towns within the county.  The students looked great, and more 
importantly they got to create some great memories and just another example that we 
are returning to normal.    
 
The Newton Fire Department, Police and EMS responded to a house fire, along with 
several other mutual aid departments on Union last Saturday afternoon.  It was an 
extremely hot day and they all did an awesome job working side by side with 
surrounding mutual aid companies.   
 
I would like to thank the employees of the Newton Water and Sewer and Road 
Department on repairing a water main break on Windsor Drive. I always knew how hard 
these guys worked over the years in every storm, every Town event, etc. but I witnessed 
a whole new level of how skilled the employees are in several areas, including 
operating heavy machinery like a skilled surgeon.  We are very fortunate to have some 
of the best employees working for our Town.” 
 
Councilwoman Diglio – Noted she attended the walkout for Chief Osborn on June 1st.  
On June 5th was the tree planting at Memory Park for Arbor Day.  She attended the 
ribbon cutting for MPZ Multi Services this past Friday.  Today, June 14th, she attended 
pool plaque unveiling and thanked Recreation for their hard work. 
 
Councilman Couce –  Provided the Council with the updates provided at the recent 
Newton Board of Education meeting held on June 8, 2021.  He also extended his 
congratulations to Chief Robert Osborn on his long career in the Town of Newton. 
 
Deputy Mayor Schlaffer – Nothing at this time. 
 
Mayor Dickson – Mayor Dickson read from a prepared statement: 

 
“COVID numbers 
 
From June 11th to June 14th, 2021 the Sussex County Division of Health  reports  8 
additional cases of COVID-19 among County residents, for a total number of 14,527 
confirmed cases. Of the 14,527 cases, 14,130 cases have been classified as recovered. 
Additionally, the Sussex County Division of Health reports no new deaths for a total of 
306 deaths. 
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COVID testing  
 
Sussex County is offering 2 types of free at-home COVID testing:  the Labcorp nasal 
swab for residents 18 and older and the Vault health saliva test available to residents 6 
and older. Testing information can be found at sussex.nj.us.  In the COVID-19 sections 
click on get tested. 
 
COVID Vaccination 
 
As the demand for vaccines has declined, appointments for first dose vaccinations are 
no longer available at the Sussex County Fairgrounds vaccination site. Sussex County 
will be vaccinating residents at pop-up clinics at various locations throughout the 
County. Dates for these clinics can be found at sussex.nj.us, in the COVID-19 section 
click get vaccinated.  
 
Atlantic Health is scheduling appointments for vaccines at their clinic sites and that can 
be done at Atlantichealth.org and clicking on the COVID vaccine section.  
 
The State of NJ site to register for the COVID vaccine is covidvaccine.nj.gov. The State 
has also set up a hotline that residents call for assistance to the state’s system. 855-568- 
0545. 
 
Shoprite Pharmacy vaccine information can be found at vaccines.shoprite.com.  For 
vaccine information at RiteAid go to riteaid.com/pharmacy/covid-qualifier. For 
Walgreens go to a Walgreens.com and click on schedule vaccine. 
  
Vaccine information at Weis can be found by going to weismarkets.com and clicking 
on the scheduling link in the vaccination banner.  
 
We continue to make progress in returning to a more normal post pandemic. It was 
great to see that both the high school band and chorus programs were able to hold 
their concerts in person, and that the juniors and seniors were able to have prom this 
year.  
 
On June 2nd, as Mayor, I had the honor and privilege to be able to participate in the 
swearing in of our newly promoted police officers. Newton residents are blessed to 
have the dedicated men and women of this department serving and protecting us all. 
Congratulations to Chief VanNieuwland, Lt. King, and Sgt. Finkle. 
 
Congratulations to Chief Osborn on your retirement. Thank you for your 33 years of 
dedicated and distinguished service to the Town of Newton. Wishing you all the best in 
your retirement.  
 
In regards to the boarding home legislation, after speaking with Senator Oroho, it was 
suggested that I reach out to Senator Sweeney to assist in moving the bill towards a 
vote in the Senate. I did so and  we were informed that the bill was put on the list for the 
Senate voting session on June 3rd. I am happy to report that the bill was passed in the 
Senate by a vote of 36-0. The bill still needs to pass the Assembly and we will continue to 
advocate for Newton on this issue.  
 
On June 5th, myself along with Councilman Couce and Councilwoman Diglo joined the 
Shade Tree Commission in their planting of a tree at Pine St Park to celebrate Arbor 
Day.  
 
We welcome two more new businesses to Spring St, Grinds and Greens which had their 
grand opening on June 5th. Great fresh made salads and delicious drinks. The owner is 
very excited to be here in Newton. Be sure to check them out. I attended the ribbon 
cutting  on June 11th of MPZ MultiService. They have a bilingual staff on site to assist in a 
variety of office services like copies, faxes, scanning, notary services, passport photos 
etc. Being located right on Spring St. will be a great benefit to the businesses, offices, 
and families in the area.  
 

http://sussex.nj.us/
http://sussex.nj.us/
http://covidvaccine.nj.gov/
http://vaccines.shoprite.com/
http://riteaid.com/pharmacy/covid-qualifier
http://weismarkets.com/
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The Newton Town Pool opening for residents is tomorrow. If you haven’t already 
registered go to the recreation page on the Town website, click Newton Town Pool and 
then click on the registration link.  This afternoon we visited the pool and it looks 
fantastic. Sherri and her staff have done a wonderful job and I encourage all Newton 
residents to take advantage of this amenity.  The pool will open to non-residents on 
June 28th.  
 
We have two outdoor movie nights at Memory Park planned:  
 
Friday July 30th - Onward  
Friday August 27th - Raya: The Last Dragon 
 
The Town of Newton has scheduled two Concerts “Under the Stars” at Memory Park: 
 
Saturday July 10th - Fillet of Soul  
Saturday August 14th - Luke & The Troublemakers 
 
Free Admission for all these great events.” 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None. 

ORDINANCES –  

Mayor Dickson directed the Clerk to read aloud the following Ordinance relative 

to final adoption.  

ORDINANCE #2021-10 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH MINIMUM AND MAXIMUM SALARIES AND WAGES FOR 
OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE TOWN OF NEWTON FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2021 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:9-165 permits a municipality to determine salaries, wages, 

or compensation to be paid to the officers and employees of the municipality; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Town Council and Town Manager have made a careful 
examination of the salaries, wages, and compensation appropriate to compensate 
said Town employees and officers; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of the Town of Newton, 
County of Sussex, State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 
 Section 1. The minimum and maximum hourly and annual salary ranges for each 
officer and employee of the Town of Newton are hereby fixed for calendar year 2021 
as shown in Schedules “A” and “B” attached hereto in accordance with §25-12 of the 
Code of the Town of Newton.  
 
 Section 2. Any officer or employee of the Town of Newton who is at any time 
receiving less than the maximum compensation or salary as hereinabove provided may 
be given a single increment of salary increase during the calendar year by the Town 
Manager at his discretion. 
 
 Section 3. The Town Manager of the Town of Newton may hire any new 
employee at any hourly or annual rate between the minimum and maximum salary 
provided for such office or position. 
 

Section 4. Those employees at wage Level 9 serving in the position of Deputy 
Municipal Court Administrator may be compensated with a stipend of $50.00 in lieu of 2 
hours compensatory time for each court related call-out with written certification.  

 
Section 5. Those officers and employees at wage Level 17 shall be paid their 

annual salary in equal quarterly payments during the last pay period of each quarter.   
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 Section 6.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances which may be inconsistent with 
the terms of this Ordinance are, to the extent of such inconsistency, hereby repealed. 
 
 Section 7. If any chapter, article, division, section, subsection, paragraph, 
sentence, clause, or provision of the Ordinance is for any reason held to be 
unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect all remaining portions of the 
Ordinance. 
 
 Section 8. This Ordinance shall take effect twenty (20) days after final passage, 
approval, and publication after adoption by the Town Council and shall be effective 
July 1, 2021. 
 

Mayor Dickson opened the meeting to the public.  
 
Dr. Ludmilla Mecaj, 9 Madison Street, addressed concerns with this salary 

Ordinance but was supportive of the Newton Police Department. 

There being no one else from the public to be heard, upon motion of Mr. Couce, 

seconded by Deputy Mayor Schlaffer and unanimously carried, the hearing was 

closed. 

The aforementioned ORDINANCE, was offered by Mr. Couce, who moved its 

adoption, seconded by Mrs. Diglio and roll call resulted as follows: 

Mr. Couce    Yes    Mrs. Diglio    Yes 
 
Deputy Mayor Schlaffer  Yes   Mrs. Teets       Abstain 
 
    Mayor Dickson  Yes 
 

This Ordinance will take effect after publication and adoption according to law. 

The Clerk will advertise the above Ordinance according to law. 

Mayor Dickson directed the Clerk to read aloud the following Ordinance relative 

to introduction of same.  

ORDINANCE #2021-11 
 

ORDINANCE AMENDING, REVISING, AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 25 OF THE TOWN 
CODE OF THE TOWN OF NEWTON, ENTITLED “PERSONNEL”, MORE SPECIFICALLY REVISING, 
SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING §25-48, ENTITLED “SMOKING POLICY”, AND AMENDING, 

REVISING, AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 200 OF THE TOWN CODE OF THE TOWN OF 
NEWTON, ENTITLED “PARKS AND RECREATION”, MORE SPECIFICALLY AMENDING, 

REVISING, AND SUPPLEMENTING §200-3, ENTITLED “SMOKING PROHIBITED” TO ADD 
SMOKING OF CANNABIS TO PROHIBITED SMOKING 

 
The aforementioned ORDINANCE was offered by Mrs. Diglio, who moved its 

introduction, seconded by Deputy Mayor Schlaffer and roll call resulted as follows: 

Mr. Couce    Yes   Mrs. Diglio   Yes 
  
Deputy Mayor Schlaffer      Yes   Mrs. Teets                  Yes 
 
    Mayor Dickson  Yes 
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 BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Newton that the above 
Ordinance be introduced for the first reading, with hearing on the same to be held on 
Monday, June 28, 2021 via video conference. 
 

Mayor Dickson directed the Clerk to read aloud the following Ordinance relative 

to introduction of same.  

ORDINANCE #2021-12 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING, REVISING, AND SUPPLEMENTING SECTIONS 320-2.C 
“PERMITTED USES”, 320-3 “DEFINITIONS” & 320-28 “CONDITIONAL USES” OF THE ZONING 
CODE OF THE TOWN OF NEWTON TO REGULATE THE CULTIVATION, PROCESSING, SALES, 

AND DISTRIBUTION OF LEGAL CANNABIS WITHIN THE TOWN OF NEWTON 
 

The aforementioned ORDINANCE was offered by Deputy Mayor Schlaffer, who 

moved its introduction, seconded by Mr. Couce and roll call resulted as follows: 

Mr. Couce    Yes   Mrs. Diglio   Yes 
  
Deputy Mayor Schlaffer      Yes   Mrs. Teets                  Yes 
 
    Mayor Dickson  Yes 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Newton that the above 
Ordinance be introduced for the first reading, with hearing on the same to be held on 
Monday, June 28, 2021 via video conference. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Mayor Dickson read the following statement: 
 
 “All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-
controversial by the Town Council and will be approved by one motion.  There will be 
no separate discussion of these items unless a Council member so requests, in which 
case the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered in its normal 
sequence on the Agenda.” 
 

Mr. Russo reviewed the consent agenda items.   
 

RESOLUTION #127-2021 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING ACCUMULATED COMPENSATORY TIME EARNED PAYOUT FOR 
TIME IN THE DETECTIVE BUREAU TO STEVEN VANNIEUWLAND 

 
WHEREAS, Steven VanNieuwland, Acting Police Chief, with the Newton Police 

Department, is entitled to payout for accumulated & unused compensatory time 
earned in the Detective Bureau pursuant to applicable law, Town ordinances, 
“Employment Terms & Conditions”, and the Town of Newton Personnel Policy and 
Procedures Manual and Employee Handbook; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Town Council authorizes the following 

payout for accumulated & unused compensatory time earned while serving in the 
Detective Bureau to Steven VanNieuwland as follows: 
 

EMPLOYEE       PAYOUT TOTAL 
Steven VanNieuwland     $27,339.00 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that appropriate Town employees are hereby 
authorized to make the payments set forth above, with any required revisions to the 
payout amounts. 
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A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Schaffler to approve RESOLUTION #127-

2021, seconded by Mrs. Diglio and roll call resulted as follows:  

Mr. Couce             Abstain  Mrs. Diglio               Yes  

Deputy Mayor Schlaffer            Yes     Mrs. Teets         Abstain 

           Mayor Dickson    Yes 
 

RESOLUTION #128-2021 
 

TRANSFER OF SCHOOL MONIES FOR THE PERIOD JULY 1, 2021 TO DECEMBER 31, 2021 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton that the Town 
Treasurer be authorized to turn over to the Treasurer of School Monies, as monies 
become available, the amount of $7,192,426.00 to meet the obligations of the Newton 
Board of Education, inclusive of Debt Service, in accordance with the Statutes and the 
request of the Board of Education of Newton; 
 
 Amount of Tax  $13,855,464.00 
 (Inclusive of Debt Service) 
 
 Amount Received to Date 0.00 
 
 Amount of This Request  7,192,426.00 
 
 Balance Due Board of Education 6,663,038.00 

 
Upon motion of Mr. Couce, seconded by Mr. Couce, seconded by Deputy 

Mayor Schlaffer and carried and roll call resulted as follows: 

Mr. Couce       Yes  Mrs. Diglio             Yes  

Deputy Mayor Schlaffer            Yes     Mrs. Teets          Yes 

           Mayor Dickson    Abstain 

RESOLUTION #129-2021* 
 

INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEMS OF REVENUE IN THE 2021 TOWN OF NEWTON BUDGET 
PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 (C. 159, PL 1948) 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local 
Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue and 
also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation of equal amount in the Budget of 
any Municipality, when such item shall have been made available by law, and the 
amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the Budget; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Newton has been awarded a grant in the amount of 
$2,150.00 from the Statewide Insurance Fund for grant funding toward the purchase of 
One Emist EPIX 360 Disinfectant Sprayer, 26 Swiss Safe 5-in-1 Car Safety Hammer: 
Emergency Escape Tool with Car Window Breaker and Seatbelt Cutter, and 5 Patrol 
Vehicle Trauma Kits with Combat Gauze;  
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Council of the Town of Newton 
hereby requests the Director of the Division of Local Government Services approve the 
insertion of the following items in the 2021 Budget of the Town of Newton which is now 
available as revenue from:  

 
 Miscellaneous Revenues: 
  Section F:  Special Items of Revenue  
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    Public and Private Revenues Off-set with Appropriations: 
  SIF Risk Control Grant  ............................................................... $2,150.00 
 
 General Appropriations: 

(A) Operations -  Excluded from CAPS 
   Public and Private Programs Off-Set by Revenues: 
  SIF Risk Control Grant   .............................................................. $2,150.00 
  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an electronic version of this Resolution be 
forwarded to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services. 

 
RESOLUTION #130-2021* 

 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION URBAN PARKS 

INITIATIVE ENABLING RESOLUTION 
 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Green Acres 
Program (“State”), is providing grants through the Urban Parks initiative; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Town of Newton desires to further the public interest by obtaining 
grant funding in the amount of $600,000 from the State to fund the following project:  
The Babe Ruth Project proposes to improve drainage for ballfields at the Town of 
Newton’s Memory Park at a cost of $600,000; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton 
that Thomas S. Russo, Jr., or the successor to the office of Town Manager is hereby 
authorized to: 

 
 (a) make application for such a grant, 

(b) provide additional application information and furnish such documents as 
may be required, and 

(c) act as the authorized correspondent of the above-named applicant; and  
 
WHEREAS, the State shall determine if the application is complete and in 

conformance with the scope and intent of the Urban Parks initiative, and notify the 
applicant of the amount of the funding award; and  
 

WHEREAS, the applicant is willing to use the State’s funds in accordance with 
applicable policies and laws, and is willing to enter into an agreement with the State for 
the above-named project; 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF NEWTON, SUSSEX 
COUNTY as follows: 

 
1. That the Town Manager of the above named body is hereby authorized to 

execute an agreement and any amendment thereto with the State known 
as the Babe Ruth Project, Memory Park;  

2. That, in the event the State’s funds are less than the total project cost 
specified above, the applicant has the balance of funding necessary to 
complete the project; 

3. That the applicant agrees to comply with all applicable federal, state, and 
local laws, rules, and regulations in its performance of the project; and 

4. That this resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 
RESOLUTION #131-2021* 

 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION GREEN ACRES 

ENABLING RESOLUTION 
 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Green Acres 
Program (“State”), provides loans and/or grants to municipal and county governments 
and grants to nonprofit organizations for assistance in the acquisition, development, 
and stewardship of lands for outdoor recreation and conservation purposes; and 
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WHEREAS, the Town of Newton desires to further the public interest by obtaining 
funding in the amount of $600,000, in the form of up to a $600,000 matching grant and, 
if available, up to a $600,000 loan, from the State to fund the following project(s):  Babe 
Ruth Project, Memory Park at a cost of $600,000; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton 

that Thomas S. Russo, Jr., or the successor to the office of Town Manager is hereby 
authorized to: 

 
(a) make application for such a loan and/or such a grant, 
(b) provide additional application information and furnish such documents as may 

be required, and 
(c) act as the authorized correspondent of the above-named applicant; and  

 
WHEREAS, the State shall determine if the application is complete and in 

conformance with the scope and intent of the Green Acres Program, and notify the 
applicant of the amount of the funding award; and  

 
WHEREAS, the applicant is willing to use the State’s funds in accordance with 

such rules, regulations and applicable statutes, and is willing to enter into an agreement 
with the State for the above-named project; 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF NEWTON, SUSSEX 

COUNTY, NEW JERSEY as follows:  
 
1. That the Town Manager of the above named body or board is hereby 

authorized to execute an agreement and any amendment thereto with the 
State known as the Babe Ruth Project, Memory Park;  

2. That the applicant has its matching share of the project, if a match is 
required, in the amount of $600,000;  

3. That, in the event the State’s funds are less than the total project cost 
specified above, the applicant has the balance of funding necessary to 
complete the project; 

4. That the applicant agrees to comply with all applicable federal, state, and 
local laws, rules, and regulations in its performance of the project; and 

5. That this resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 
RESOLUTION #132-2021* 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING NEGOTIATIONS FOR RECYCLING RECEIPT AND MARKETING 

 
WHEREAS, the Town of Newton publicly advertised and sought receipt of public 

bids on May 18, 2021, at 9:00am, and June 2, 20221 at 9:00am, for a total of two (2) 
times for Recycling Material Receipt and Marketing Bid (3-2021) and Re-Bid (3R-2021); 
and  

 
WHEREAS, the Town has duly advertised for bids on both occasions, wherein no 

bids were received on May 18, 2021, at 9:00am, and again on June 2, 2021 at 9:00am; 
and   

 
WHEREAS, the New Jersey State Local Publics Contract Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(3) 

allows for negotiations subsequent to two (2) rejected or non-received bids; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Town to authorize the Town Manager and/or his 

designee to conduct the negotiations process; and  
 
WHEREAS, it remains the desire of Town of Newton to secure a contract with a 

local and economically efficient and qualified provider of the tenets as found within Bid 
for 3-2021 and 3R-2021; and  

 
WHEREAS, relief is available through the New Jersey Local Public Contract Law 

N.J.S.A.40A:11-5(3) and the Town desires to avail itself of this remedy through 
negotiations; 
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton, 
Sussex County, New Jersey that the Town Manager and/or his designee are hereby 
authorized to enter into negotiations with contractors under the provisions of N.J.S.A. 
40A:11- 5(3) which correspond to available funding for the project known as Recycling 
Material Receipt and Marketing Bid.  

 
RESOLUTION #133-2021* 

 
RESOLUTION DESIGNATING JUNE AS “LGBTQ PRIDE MONTH” IN THE TOWN OF NEWTON 

 
WHEREAS, persons who are lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, or queer 

(LGBTQ) have been subject to violence, harassment, and other forms of 
discrimination based solely on their sexual orientation, gender expression, and 
gender identity; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Stonewall Uprising occurred on June 28, 1969 and was a form of 
unjust discrimination against LGBTQ citizens of New York City and representative of 
such historical Injustice across America and the world; and 
 

WHEREAS, the massacre at the Pulse Nightclub, an LGBTQ bar in Orlando, FL, on 
June 12, 2016, claimed the lives of 50 people and was the deadliest shooting in 
American history at that time; and 
 

WHEREAS, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control, LGBTQ youth have 
an increased risk for suicide, depression, and substance abuse due to higher rates of 
bullying, harassment, and violence; and 
 

WHEREAS, the American Psychological Association has declared that LGBTQ 
relationships are part of the normal forms of human experience and advocates for 
civil rights protections for the same; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Supreme Court of the United States has ruled, in the matter of 
OBERGEFELL v. HODGES, that the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States requires states to recognize the marriage of individuals of the same 
sex due to its guarantee of "equal protection of the laws" for all citizens born or 
naturalized; and 
 

WHEREAS, the "New Jersey Law Against Discrimination" (N.J.S.A. 1 0:5-12), which 
prohibits discrimination or harassment in employment, housing, places of public 
accommodation, credit and business contracts, was amended by the New Jersey 
Legislature in the administration of former Governor Jon Corzine to extend these 
protections to the categories of sexual orientation, gender identity, or expression; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, New Jersey P.L. 2013, Ch. 150, passed by the New Jersey Legislature 
in the administration of former Governor Chris Christie, prohibits licensed 
professionals from "seeking to change a person's sexual orientation, including, but 
not limited to, efforts to change behaviors, gender identity, or gender expressions" 
for residents who are 18 years of age or younger; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Town of Newton is a diverse community that is committed to 
supporting visibility, dignity, and equality for all citizens in our community; and 
 

WHEREAS, many of the residents, students, and visitors within the Town of 
Newton who contribute to the enrichment of our community are a part of the 
LGBTQ community, including parents who adopt children, who would otherwise 
remain orphans, into loving and nurturing homes; and 
 

WHEREAS, June has been declared "LGBT Pride Month" by Presidents William J. 
Clinton, Barack H. Obama, Donald J. Trump, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., in the United 
States of America; and 
 

WHEREAS, events are held annually in the month of June across America to 
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recognize and celebrate the lives and contributions of LGBTQ citizens; 
 

NOW, BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the Mayor and the Council of the Town 
of Newton proclaim June 2021 as "LGBTQ Pride Month" in the Town of Newton and 
encourage residents to join in celebrating the inherent human dignity and equality 
of all persons, regardless of sexual orientation, gender identity, or expression, under 
the law. 

 
RESOLUTION #134-2021* 

 
REFUND OF REDEMPTION MONIES TO OUTSIDE LIEN HOLDER FOR BLOCK 2.01, LOT 55, ALSO 

KNOWN AS 29 HILLSIDE TERRACE 
 

WHEREAS, at the Municipal Tax Sale held on October 23, 2019, a lien was sold on 
Block 2.01, Lot 55, also known as 29 Hillside Terrace, for 2018 delinquent water and 
sewer; and 
 

WHEREAS, this lien, known as Tax Sale Certificate #2019-001, was sold to CC1 NJ II 
LLC, for a 0% redemption fee and $1,500.00 premium; and 

 
WHEREAS, this lien, known as Tax Sale Certificate #2019-001, was assigned to 

Trystone Capital Assets, LLC, on February 4, 2021; and 
 

WHEREAS, Steven Bastinck, has effected redemption of Certificate #2019-001 in 
the amount of $1,018.14; and 
 

NOW, THERFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton that 
this Governing Body acknowledges Trystone Capital Assets, LLC, the Assignee, is entitled 
to a redemption in the amount of $1,018.14 as well as the return of the premium in the 
amount of $1,500.00; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Council of the Town of Newton confirms 

and acknowledges the Tax Collector shall issue a check in the amount of $1,018.14 for 
the redemption and a check in the amount of $1,500.00 for the return of the premium 
for Certificate #2019-001 to Trystone Capital Assets, LLC, PO Box 1030, Brick NJ 08723. 

 
RESOLUTION #135-2021* 

 
INSERTION OF SPECIAL ITEMS OF REVENUE IN THE 2021 TOWN OF NEWTON BUDGET 

PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 (C. 159, PL 1948) 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local 
Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue and 
also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation of equal amount in the Budget of 
any Municipality, when such item shall have been made available by law, and the 
amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the Budget; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Newton received a payment in the amount of $16,361.87 
from the State of New Jersey Solid Waste Administration for a FY2021 Clean 
Communities Grant;  
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Council of the Town of Newton 
hereby requests the Director of the Division of Local Government Services approve the 
insertion of the following items in the 2021 Budget of the Town of Newton which is now 
available as revenue from:  

 
 Miscellaneous Revenues: 
  Section F:  Special Items of Revenue  
    Public and Private Revenues Off-set with Appropriations: 
    State of New Jersey Clean Communities Grant  .... $16,361.87 
 
 General Appropriations: 

(A) Operations -  Excluded from CAPS 
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   Public and Private Programs Off-Set by Revenues: 
    State of New Jersey Clean Communities Grant ....  $16,361.87 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an electronic version of this Resolution be 
forwarded to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services. 

 
RESOLUTION #136-2021* 

 
AUTHORIZE REDEMPTION OF A TOWN HELD LIEN FOR BLOCK 3.01, LOT 22 ALSO KNOWN AS 

29 SLATE HILL ROAD 
 

WHEREAS, aT the Municipal Tax Sale held on October 23, 2019, a lien was struck 
off to the Town of Newton for Block 3.01, Lot 22, also known as 29 Slate Hill Road, for 
delinquent 2018 Real Estate Taxes; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this lien, known as Tax Sale Certificate #2019-003, was recorded at the 
Sussex County Clerk’s Office on November 14, 2019 as Book 9755, Page 844 at 18% 
interest; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Kelly Smolen, owner of said property, has effected redemption of 
Certificate #2019-003 in the amount of $7,369.47; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton 
that this Governing Body acknowledges Tax Sale Certificate #2019-003 has been 
satisfied in full to the Town of Newton; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Tax Collector be authorized to cancel Tax Sale 
Certificate #2019-003 with the Sussex County Clerk’s Office. 

 
RESOLUTION #137-2021* 

 
AUTHORIZE CREDIT DUE A WATER AND SEWER UTILITY ACCOUNT 

 
WHEREAS, the Water and Sewer Collector has determined the following Water 

and Sewer Utility Account is due a credit for the reason(s) stated; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton 
that the Water and Sewer Collector is hereby authorized to credit the following 
account for the amount billed incorrectly due to the reason(s) stated: 
 
CREDIT FOR ACCOUNT THAT SHOULD HAVE BEEN INACTIVE: 
 
Account Address Amount 
681 248 Spring Street $75.00 
 

RESOLUTION #138-2021* 
 

RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LICENSES FOR 2021-2022 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton, County of Sussex, 
State of New Jersey, that the following Plenary Retail Consumption Licenses are 
renewed for licensing year 2021-2022, effective July 1, 2021: 
 

No. 1915-33-001-006 be issued to Chenlin Chun Bo, Inc., t/a Chun Bo 
Chinese Restaurant, 66 Sparta Avenue, Newton, New Jersey; and 
 
No. 1915-33-002-009 be issued to B&M LLC, t/a O’Reillys Pub & Grill, 271 
Spring Street, Newton, New Jersey; and 
 
No. 1915-33-003-008 be issued to L & P Concessions, LLC, t/a L & P 
Concessions, 234 Spring Street, Newton, New Jersey; and 
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No. 1915-33-006-012 be issued to Sunwoo Management LLC, t/a 
Freelance Bistro, 216 Woodside Avenue, Newton, New Jersey; and 
 
No. 1915-33-007-005 be issued to Apple Food Service of Newton, LLC., t/a 
Applebee’s Neighborhood Grill & Bar, 6 North Park Drive, Newton, New 
Jersey; and 
 
No. 1915-33-008-006 be issued to Newton Sports Bar & Grill, LLC t/a 
Newton Sports Bar and Grill, 173 Spring Street, Newton, New Jersey; and 
 
No. 1915-33-011-009 be issued to The County Seat Restaurant, LLC, t/a The 
County Seat Dining Cocktails & Caterers, 64 Water Street, Newton, New 
Jersey; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Newton, County of 

Sussex, State of New Jersey, that the following Plenary Retail Consumption License 
w/Broad Package Privilege be renewed for licensing year 2021-2022, effective July 1, 
2021: 

 
No. 1915-32-005-011 be issued to Newton Bar & Liquors, Inc., t/a Shop Rite 
Liquors of Newton, 127 Water Street, (Route 206 N.) Newton, New Jersey.  

 
RESOLUTION #139-2021* 

 
RENEWAL OF PLENARY RETAIL DISTRIBUTION LICENSES FOR 2021-2022 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton, County of Sussex, 
State of New Jersey, that the following Plenary Retail Distribution Licenses be renewed 
for the licensing year 2021-2022, effective July 1, 2021: 
 

No. 1915-44-010-003 be issued to Bia Krishna, Inc., t/a Seplow's Liquors, 5 
Woodside Avenue, Newton, New Jersey; and 
 
No. 1915-44-004-012 be issued to HV Patel Corporation, t/a Spring Liquors, 
110 Spring Street, Newton, New Jersey. 

   
RESOLUTION #140-2021* 

 
APPROVE BILLS AND VOUCHERS FOR PAYMENT 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Newton that payment is 
hereby approved for all vouchers that have been properly authenticated and 
presented for payment, representing expenditures for which appropriations were duly 
made in the 2020 and 2021 Budgets adopted by this local Governing Body, including 
any emergency appropriations, and where unexpended balances exist in said 
appropriation accounts for the payment of such vouchers. 
 
TOWN BILLS 
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           A motion was made by Mrs. Teets to approve the COMBINED ACTION 

RESOLUTIONS, seconded by Mrs. Diglio and roll call resulted as follows:  

Mr. Couce(abstain cks#3863 & #3788) Yes  Mrs. Diglio               Yes  
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Deputy Mayor Schlaffer            Yes     Mrs. Teets     Yes 

           Mayor Dickson    Yes (abstain ck#3788) 
 
DISCUSSION – None 
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  

 Mayor Dickson opened the meeting to the public. 

 There being no one from the public to be heard, Mayor Dickson closed the 

meeting to the public.  

COUNCIL & MANAGER COMMENTS  

Mayor Dickson asked Mr. Russo to have the Resolution #133-2021 posted on the 

Town website, which designsates June as “LGBTQ Pride Month” in the Town of Newton. 

 Mr. Russo noted Town Hall will be closed on Friday, June 18th in observation of 

Juneteenth. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION – None 

There being no further business to be conducted, upon motion of Mr. Couce, 

seconded by Deputy Mayor Schlaffer and unanimously carried, the regular meeting 

was adjourned at 7:39 pm.   

       Respectfully submitted,  

 
         Lorraine A. Read, RMC  
        Municipal Clerk     
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