JANUARY 18, 2023
The reorganization and regular meeting of the Newton Planning Board was held at the Town Hall and via the web base platform Zoom on January 18, 2023. Chairman LeFrois called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm. Chairman LeFrois stated that proper notice had been given for this meeting in accordance with the “Open Public Meetings Act.”

Chairman LeFrois led the Salute to the flag.

OATH OF OFFICE
Mr. Kienz sworn in the following members: 
Mayor Teets – Class I					Deputy Mayor Couce – Class III 
Thomas S Russo, Jr – Class II 				Barbara Vrahnos – Class IV
Earl Schick – Class IV 

ROLL CALL 
Deputy Mayor Couce – present				Mr. Flaherty - present
Ms. Hall-Romer – present				Mr. Le Frois – present via Zoom
Mr. Marion - present					Mr. Russo, Jr. - present
Mayor Teets – present					Ms. Vrahnos – present 
Mr. Wink – present	
Mr. Ragsdale, Alternate #1 – present via Zoom		Mr. Schick, Alternate #2 – present 

Also present: Glenn Kienz, Board Attorney, Thomas Knutelsky, Board Engineer (filing in for David Simmons), Jessica Caldwell, Board Planner, and Kerry Brown, Board Secretary

2023 REORGANIZATION  
Chairman Le Frois appointed Vice-chairman Marion as the temporary Chairman. Vice Chairman Marion requested nominations for the Chairman. 

Mr. Russo made a motion to elect Greg LeFrois as the Chairman of the Planning Board for calendar year 2023. Ms. Vrahnos seconded the motion. All in favor. 

Chairman Le Frois came forward to continue the meeting as the Chairman. 

Mr. Russo made a motion to elect Gary Marion as the Vice-Chairman of the Planning Board for calendar year 2023. Mr. Flaherty seconded the motion. All in favor. 

Mr. Russo made a motion to elect Kerry Brown as the Board Secretary of the Planning Board for calendar year 2023. Ms. Vrahnos seconded the motion. All in favor. 

2023 PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS 
Appointment of Glenn Kienz as the Board Attorney 
Appointment of James Bryce as the Conflict Attorney
Appointment of David Simmons as the Board Engineer 
Appointment of Paul Ferriero as the Conflict Engineer
Appointment of Jessica Caldwell as the Board Planner
Appointment of Keenan Hughes as the Conflict Board Planner

Mr. Russo made a motion to approve the Professional Appointments for the calendar year 2023. Mr. Flaherty seconded the motion. All in favor. 

DESIGNATION OF OFFICIAL NEWSPAPERS OF RECORD 
Mr. Russo made a motion to designate the newspapers of record. Mr. Marion seconded the motion. 
All in favor. 

2023 TECHINCAL REVIEW COMMITTEE APPOITMENT 
Chairman Le Frois designated the following members to the Technical Review Committee, Chairman LeFrois, Board Attorney Glenn Kienz, Board Planner Jessica Caldwell, Board Engineer David Simmons, Planning Board member Barbara Vrahnos as the alternate member.  

2023 & JANUARY 2024 MEETING DATES
Mr. Russo made a motion to adopt the 2022 meeting date schedule as presented. Ms. Vrahnos seconded the motion.

AFFIRMATION OF TESTIMONY
Mr. Kienz sworn in the professionals for the 2023 calendar year. Mr. Kienz stated that Mr. Simmons would have to be sworn in at the next meeting.

RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE PLANNING BOARD OF THE TOWN OF NEWTON 
Mr. Russo made a motion to adopt the Rules and Regulations of the Planning Board. Ms. Vrahnos seconded the motion. All in favor.

MINUTES 
Mr. Russo made a motion to approve the from December 21, 2022 minutes. Ms. Vrahnos seconded the motion.

AYE: Mr. Russo, Ms. Vrahnos, Mr. Flaherty, Ms. Hall-Roomer, Mayor Teets, Mr. Wink, Mr. Ragsdale, Mr. Schick, Chairman Le Frois

Minutes approved.

HISTORIC RESOLUTIONS
No resolutions at this time. 


RESOLUTIONS
YHK Realty, LLC PB-6-2021
61 Water Street, Block 9.03, Lot 1
Preliminary and Final Site Plan application to consolidate lots for baking facilities and retail bagel shop.
Mr. Russo made a motion to approve the resolution. Mayor Teets seconded the motion.

AYE: Mr. Russo, Mayor Teets, Mr. Flaherty, Ms. Hall-Romer, Mr. Ragsdale, Ms. Vrahnos, Mr. Wink, 
Chairman Le Frois

Resolution PB-6-2021 YHK Realty, LLC approved.

Emerger Group, LLC PB-3-2022
173 Spring Street, Block 8.04, Lot 9
Minor Site Plan/Parking Variance application to construct second floor covered deck with patio underneath. (Carried from October 19, 2022) 
Mr. Russo made a motion to approve the resolution. Ms. Vrahnos seconded the motion.

AYE: Mr. Russo, Ms. Vrahnos, Mr. Flaherty, Ms. Hall-Romer, Mayor Teets Mr. Ragsdale, Mr. Schick, Ms. Vrahnos, Mr. Wink, Chairman Le Frois

Resolution PB-3-2022 Emerger Group, LLC approved.

Beyond the Walk (Diane Orenchuk) PB-6-2022
51 Lawnwood Annex, Block 18.04, Lot 25, Zoning 
Use variance application to use residential building for dog daycare, dog training and dog boarding.

Mr. Russo made a motion to approve the resolution. Ms. Vrahnos seconded the motion.

AYE: Mr. Russo, Ms. Vrahnos, Mr. Flaherty, Ms. Hall-Romer, Mr. Ragsdale, Mr. Wink, Chairman Le Frois

Resolution PB-6-2022 Beyond the Walk approved.

OLD BUSINESS
No old business at this time. 

NEW BUSINESS 
Punctuated Equilibrium, LLC PB-1-2023
(Aka ThorLabs Quantum Realm)
1 Brooks Plaza, Block 20.01, Lot 1, SD-4 Zone
Amended Preliminary and Final Site Plan application to move Phase I building 58 feet and proposed changes as required.

Ms. Vrahnos recused herself from the application. 

Mr. Peter Donnelly, Attorney for the applicant
Mr. Thomas Graham, P.E. of Dykstra Walker Design Group

Mr. Donnelly stated that the applicant is before the Board for an amended final site plan approval to shift the Phase I building 58 feet due to wetlands issues. 

Mr. Graham stated that the changes were a result of NJDEP requirements. Mr. Graham indicated that this led to the Applicant needing to create a different layout. Mr. Graham also stated that the Applicant will be providing EV charging stations which changed the parking available on site (including the previously banked parking) therein reducing it from 467 spaces to 462 spaces whereas 457 spaces are required.  

Mr. Graham noted that while the building had shifted, the first floor is still 35 feet at one corner with a 38 foot parapet and the height inside is 50 feet.  Mr. Graham further testified that as a result of the shifts of the building to the west by 58 feet, less impervious coverage resulted and the structure is located outside the riparian area.  
Mr. Donnelly stated for the record that the applicant will comply with Mr. David Simmons and Ms. Jessica Caldwell’s reports. 

Mr. Donnelly went over the report from the Board Engineer and the Board Planner. Mr. Donnelly stated that the applicant will comply with all comments. 

The meeting was opened to the public and there were no members of the public present.

Mr. Russo made a motion to approve the application as presented. Mr. Marion seconded the motion. 

AYE: Mr. Russo, Mr. Marion, Deputy Mayor Couce, Mr. Flaherty, Ms. Hall-Romer, Mr. Ragsdale, Deputy Mayor Teets, Mr. Wink, Chairman Le Frois 

CORRESPONDENCE
Chairman Le Frios read off each gave a brief rundown of the correspondences provided in the packet. 
2022 Zoning Summary – Kerry Brown 
2022 Engineer’s End-of-Year Report – David Simmons of Harold E. Pellow & Associates
2022 Historic Commission Project Report/Planning Report – Jessica Caldwell of J. Caldwell &      
	Associates.
Resignation of Helen Le Frois  
Appointment of Mayor as Class I Member of the Planning Board
Appointment of Town Council Representative as Class III Member of the Planning Board
Appointment of Helen Le Frois as the Town Council Liaison to the Historic Preservation 
Commission
Letter from William Haggerty requesting extension of time re Emerger Group/Teyma Property 
Management, LLC 173 Spring Street – sign details 
Mr. Russo made a motion approve the extension request for Emerger Group. Mr. Marion seconded the motion. All in favor.

Chairman LeFrois stated that there were no items scheduled for executive session. 

Chairman LeFrois opened to the public. At this time no one from the public came forward. Public portion of the meeting was closed. 

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. Marion and seconded by Mr. Flaherty. All in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Kerry Brown 
Planning Board Secretary 





