
June 26, 2024
The regular meeting of the Newton Planning Board was held at the Town Hall on June 26, 2024. Chairwoman Vrahnos called the meeting to meeting to order at 7:01 pm. Ms. Vrahnos stated that proper notice had been given for this meeting in accordance with the “Open Public Meetings Act.”

Chairwoman Vrahnos led the Salute to the flag.

ROLL CALL
Mayor Couce - present				Mr. Flaherty – absent 
Ms. Hall-Romer – absent  			Deputy Mayor Le Frois – absent 
Mr. Marion – present  				Mr. Ragsdale – present 
Mr. Russo, Jr. – absent 				Mr. Wink – present
Mr. Schlaffer, Alt #1 – absent			Chairwoman Vrahnos – present 

Also present: Glenn Kienz, Board Attorney, Thomas Knutelsky, Board Engineer, Kerry Brown, Board Secretary

MINUTES 
May 15, 2024
 
Mr. Ragsdale made a motion to adopt the May 15, 2024 minutes. Mr. Marion seconded the motion. 

AYE: Mr. Ragsdale, Mr. Marion, Mayor Couce, Mr. Wink, Chairwoman Vrahnos

RESOLUTIONS
4 Grace Ave, LLC
PB-9-2023
43 Trinity Street, Block 9.06, Lot 12, Zone T-5
Convert existing mixed-use building into three (3) residential apartments

Mr. Ragsdale made a motion to approve the resolution as presented. Mayor Couce seconded the motion. 

AYE: Mr. Ragsdale, Mayor Couce, Mr. Wink, Chairwoman Vrahnos

Marotta-Godkar, LLC
PB-8-2023
59-61 High Street, Block 5.01, Lot 24, Zone T-6
Convert existing mixed-use building into nine (9) residential apartments.

Mr. Ragsdale made a motion to approve the resolution as presented. Mayor Couce seconded the motion. 

AYE: Mr. Ragsdale, Mayor Couce, Mr. Marion, Mr. Wink, Chairwoman Vrahnos

4 Grace Ave, LLC 
PB-7-2023
85.5 Trinity Street, Block 15.01, Lot 18, Zone T-5
Convert existing group home facility into four (4) residential apartments.  

Roger Thomas, Attorney for applicant
Mr. Knutelsky provided a brief summary of his report dated June 25, 2024. Mr. Knutelsky stated that the revised plans submitted answered all the questions that the Board had from the last meeting. Mr. Knutelsky stated that the all the rooms were labeled correctly, and dimensions were added. 

Mr. Knutelsky confirmed with the applicant that the freestanding sign in the front yard will be removed. Mr. Knutelsky also informed the Board that the detached garage in the rear yard will be used for storage only. Mr. Knutelsky stated that the access to the first-floor level will require grading and once completed will require a site inspection. Mr. Knutelsky stated the applicant has agreed to re-install roof runoff water storage tank once the grading has been completed. Mr. Knutelsky stated that the applicant does not require a parking variance and is providing 10 parking spaces. Mr. Knutelsky stated the bedroom sizes are on the smaller size but that the bedrooms meet the building code requirements. 

Mr. Knutelsky stated there are two (2) existing nonconformities, side yard setback and front yard setback which were noted in the application.

There were a few questions regarding the bedroom sizes and a few Board members felt the bedroom sizes were too small. Mr. Knutelsky reiterated that the bedrooms meet the NJ Building Code requirements. Mr. Knutelsky also informed the Board that the offices have been removed and all apartments will have living room/common area space for the tenants. There was a discussion regarding stacking of tenants and the applicant agreed to list the names of the tenants on the lease to control the number of tenants. Mr. Thomas also stated the applicant has agreed to provide a sample lease to the Board Attorney for review and approval.

There was also a discussion regarding the soil from the neighbor’s property and Mr. Thomas stated that the soil has been removed and there was no further action required from the Town of Newton.

No public came forward. 

Mr. Ragsdale made a motion to approve the application. Mayor Couce seconded the motion.

AYE: Mr. Ragsdale, Mayor, Couce, Mr. Marion, Mr. Wink, Chairwoman Vrahnos

Chairwoman Vrahnos stated there were no correspondence or items scheduled for executive session. 

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. Flaherty and seconded by Mr. Wink. All in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Kerry Brown 
Planning Board Secretary 

