February 21, 2024
The regular meeting of the Newton Planning Board was held at the Town Hall on February 21, 2024. Chairwoman Vrahnos called the meeting to meeting to order at 7:03 pm. Mr. Kienz stated that proper notice had been given for this meeting in accordance with the “Open Public Meetings Act.”

Chairwoman Vrahnos led the Salute to the flag.

OATH OF OFFICE 
Mr. Kienz sworn Ms. Hall-Romer 

ROLL CALL
Mayor Couce - present				Mr. Flaherty - present
Ms. Hall-Romer	- present			Deputy Mayor Le Frois - present
Mr. Marion - present				Mr. Ragsdale – absent 
Mr. Russo, Jr. - present				Mr. Wink – present
Mr. Schlaffer, Alt #1 – absent			Chairwoman Vrahnos – present 

Also present: Glenn Kienz, Board Attorney, Alison Kopsco, Board Planner, Thomas Knutelskyer, Board Engineer, Kerry Brown, Board Secretary

MINUTES 
January 24, 2024
Mr. Flaherty made a motion to adopt the January 24, 2024 minutes. Deputy Mayor Le Frois seconded the motion. 
AYE:	Mr. Flaherty, Deputy Mayor Le Frois, Mayor Couce, Mr. Russo, Mr. Wink, Chairwoman Vrahnos

RESOLUTIONS
Marotta-Godkar, LLC
PB-8-2023
59-61 High Street, Block 5.01, Lot 24, Zone T-6
Convert existing mixed-use building into nine (9) residential apartments.

Mr. Russo made a motion to adopt the Marotta-Godkar, LLC resolution. Mr. Flaherty seconded the motion. 
AYE:	Mr. Russo, Mr. Flaherty, Mayor Couce, Deputy Mayor Le Frois, Mr. Wink, Chairwoman Vrahnos

NEW BUSINESS
113 Main Street, LLC
PB-5-2023
113 Main Street, Block 14.01, Lot 5, T-5 Zone and Historic Overlay 
Convert existing structure into four (4) residential apartments with minor site improvements.

William Haggerty, Attorney for applicant
Jorge Rivera, Owner and applicant 
Mr. Haggerty provided the Board with an overview of the existing property and the surrounding area. Mr. Haggerty gave a brief description of the proposed project. Mr. Haggerty stated that his client is seeking approval for Minor Site Plan approval with pre-existing setback variances. 


Mr. Rivera stated that he was before the Historic Preservation Commission in December 2023 and received an approval for the proposed alterations.  Mr. Rivera testified he was in agreement with the HPC resolution. 

Mr. Rivera stated that he is seeking approval to convert the existing building into four (4) residential apartments. Mr. Rivera stated there will be 8 parking spaces. Mr. Rivera provided the Board with the overall floor plans for the apartments and stated each floor would consist of two two-bedroom apartments per floor. 

There were a few questions from Board members regarding the HPC resolution. Mr. Rivera agreed to all items contained in that Resolution. The Board requested Mr. Rivera replace the existing windows with double-hung windows of the same size and having a grid pattern identical for the entire structure which, would be six (6) panes.  

Mr. Rivera testified the hours of operation of the lights would be for security purposes and be dusk to dawn. Mr. Rivera stated he is not proposing any signage for the property and the existing sign would be removed. 

Mr. Simmons and Ms. Kopsco stated Mr. Rivera had addressed all the outstanding issues. 

Chairwoman Vrahnos opened the meeting to the public. No public came forward. 

Mr. Russo made a motion to approve the application. Mr. Flaherty seconded the motion.
AYE:	Mr. Russo, Mr. Flaherty, Mayor Couce, Deputy Mayor Le Frois, Mr. Wink, Chairwoman Vrahnos

CORRESPONDENCE
Mr. Schick’s letter of resignation
	
Chairwoman Vrahnos opened the meeting to the public. At this time no one from the public came forward. Public portion of the meeting was closed. 

Chairwoman Vrahnos made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Russo seconded the motion. All in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Kerry Brown 
Planning Board Secretary 


