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The regular meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Newton was held in person 

and via Zoom on the above date at 7:00pm.  Present were Mr. Dickson, Mrs. Diglio, Mrs. 

Teets, Mayor Couce, Kathryn E. Alcock, Deputy Municipal Clerk, and Thomas S. Russo, Jr., 

Town Manager.  Eric Bernstein, Esq., Town Attorney was also present. Deputy Mayor Le 

Frois attended via Zoom. 

Mayor Couce led the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag and the Clerk called the 

roll.  

Mayor Couce called for a moment of silence in remembrance of the September 

11, 2001 tragedy. 

Mayor Couce then made the following declaration “in accordance with the 

Open Public Meetings Act, notice of this Regular meeting was given to the two 

newspapers of record and posted on the official bulletin board on January 5, 2024.” 

PRESENTATION 

 At this time Special Officer Aviles was invited forward. Mayor Couce swore in 

Special Officer Aviles while his family held the Bible. 

 Special Officer Aviles addressed those in attendance and shared his extensive 

career. He is looking forward to working for the Town of Newton and serving this 

community. He thanked the Council, the Chief, and the rest of the staff. 

 Chief VanNieuwland thanked the Town Manager, Town Council, and his staff. He 

stated that Miguel’s experience will provide assistance in juvenile matters. The fact that 

he is bilingual will also greatly assist the department.  

 Mayor Couce announced there will be a five (5) minute break for photos. 

BREAK – Five (5) minutes. 

 Mayor Couce announced that at this time the Municipal Clerk’s office would be 

presenting to the Council. 

 Teresa A. Oswin, RMC introduced herself and the rest of her office including Janien 

Roberts, Registrar, Monica Champignon, Deputy Registrar, and Kathryn Alcock, Deputy 

Municipal Clerk. 

 Mrs. Oswin proceeded to present to the Council all the functions and duties of her 

office. 

 After a few answered questions, the Council thanked Mrs. Oswin, Mrs. Roberts, and 

Mrs. Champignon for their hard work and the informative presentation. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Upon motion by Mrs. Diglio, seconded by Mrs. Teets and all those present voting 

yes, the minutes for the August 19, 2024 Special Meeting were approved as presented. 
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Upon motion by Mrs. Diglio, seconded by Mr. Dickson and all those present voting 

yes, the minutes for the August 19, 2024 Regular Meeting were approved as presented. 

Upon motion by Mrs. Diglio, seconded by Mrs. Teets and all those present voting 

yes, the minutes for the August 19, 2024 Executive Session were approved as presented.   

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

 At this time, Mayor Couce read the following statement:  

“At this point in the meeting, the Town Council welcomes comments from any member 

of the public on any topic.  To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit the 

opportunity for anyone who wishes to be heard, speakers are asked to take one turn at 

the microphone and please limit their comments to 3 minutes.  The Municipal Clerk will 

keep time.  If reading from a prepared statement, please provide a copy and email a 

copy to the Clerk’s Office after making your comments so it may be properly reflected 

in the minutes. Council may choose to comment after the entire public portion has 

concluded.  Please identify yourself and spell your last name.”  

 Mayor Couce opened the meeting to the public.  

 Jason Schlaffer expressed his strong support for Mayor Couce and Councilwoman 

Teets in their run for re-election in November. 

 There being no one else from the public to be heard in-person or on Zoom, Mayor 

Couce closed the meeting to the public. 

COUNCIL & MANAGER REPORTS 

Town Manager Russo – echoed Mayor Couce’s remembrance of the September 11, 2001 

tragedy. He also recognized the successful GNCC Meet and Greet event as well as the 

Taste of Newton. He mentioned several upcoming events including the Fall Fest on 

October 13th, the Halloween Parade on October 31st, The Holiday Parade on November 

30th, and the Tree Lighting on December 6th. Curd and Cleaver will open soon as well as 

another coffee shop on Spring Street. 

Councilman Dickson – remembered the tragic events of September 11, 2001. He also 

congratulated and welcomed Special Officer Aviles to the Town of Newton. 

Councilwoman Diglio – thanked Tamrin Serpico from the GNCC, DPW, and PD on an 

excellent job at the Taste of Newton event. She also mentioned that she attended the 

Liberty Towers 50th anniversary celebration on Tuesday. It was well-attended. She really 

appreciated Mr. Russo’s speech. She welcomed and congratulated Special Officer 

Aviles. She also noted the Mi Rancho Steakhouse just had it’s grand opening this week.  

Councilwoman Teets – praised the GNCC Meet and Greet and Taste of Newton events. 

She attended the 9/11 Memorial event at Sussex County Community College. She was 

very moved by it and remembers how united everyone was on September 12th. She also 

participated in the Bag 4 Hunger event at Shoprite. She attended a Board of Education 
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meeting and watched a presentation by Vice Principal Hashway and Officer Bellis. It was 

very interesting and there is collaboration going on to do great work. She also noted that 

a new restaurant, Bite Me Delights, opened on Spring Street.  

Deputy Mayor Le Frois – welcomed Miguel Aviles. Thanked the Clerk’s office for their 

presentation. Thanked Kimberly, the Newton First Aid Squd, and DPW for the movie in the 

park event. She also praised the fact that we have female-owned food truck businesses 

on site for the event – Homer’s Girls and Moo For You. She praised the Newton Theatre 

and mentioned they have a lot of great shows lined up. The Planning Board meeting is 

scheduled for September 18th. She welcomes everyone back to school and sports. She 

also expressed her sentiment on September 11, 2001. 

Mayor Couce – stated that a comment and observation was made that although it is 

not our perview, the 206/Main Street crosswalks are very faintly painted. He requests that 

Mr. Russo reach out to the NJDOT to hasten the painting process due to school being 

back in session. Mr. Russo agreed. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None. 

ORDINANCES  

Mayor Couce read aloud the following Ordinance relative to final adoption. 

ORDINANCE 2024-22 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE, AND SUPPLEMENT THE TOWN 
CODE OF THE TOWN OF NEWTON BY CREATING A NEW CHAPTER OF 
THE NEWTON TOWN CODE, ENTITLED CHAPTER 210, “PRIVATELY-
OWNED SALT AND OTHER SOLID DEICING MATERIALS IN STORAGE” TO 
PREVENT STORED SALT AND OTHER SOLID DEICING MATERIALS FROM 
BEING EXPOSED TO STORMWATER 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey State Department of Environmental Protection 
(hereafter as “NJDEP”) requires that all Tier A municipalities, such as Newton, take 
measures to prevent the discharge of solids and floatables from private properties into 
municipal separate storm sewer systems. In order to comply with the requirements of the 
Town of Newton’s Municipal Stormwater General Permit, the Town Council wishes to 
amend the Town Code to require all salt and other solid deicing materials be stored in a 
manner to prevent those materials from being exposed to stormwater that will result in 
runoff into the Town’s municipal separate storm sewer system. 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of the Town of Newton to amend, revise, and 
supplement the Town Code of the Town of Newton by Creating a new Chapter 210, 
entitled “Privately-Owned Salt Storage and Other Solid Deicing Materials” to be added 
to the Code of the Town of Newton, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey as follows: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 210, Article I, Section 210-1, Purpose is created to include the 
following: 

The purpose of this Section is to prevent stored salt and other solid deicing 
materials from being exposed to stormwater. This Section is meant to establish 
requirements for the storage of salt and other solid deicing materials on properties 
not owned and/or operated by the Town of Newton, including but not limited to 
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residences, and to protect the environment, public health, safety, and welfare 
and to prescribe penalties for failure to comply.  

SECTION 2. Chapter 210, Article I, Section 210-2, Definitions is created to include 
the following: 

For the purpose of this Section, the following terms, phrases, words, and their 
derivations shall have the meanings stated herein unless their use in the text of this 
Chapter clearly demonstrates a different meaning. When consistent with the 
context, words used in the present tense include the future, words used in the 
plural number include the singular number and words used in the singular number 
include the plural number. The word “shall” is always mandatory and not merely 
directory.  

DEICING MATERIALS - any granular or solid material such as melting salt and/or any 
other granular solid that assists in the melting of snow. 

 
IMPERVIOUS SURFACE - a surface that has been covered with a layer of material 
so that it is highly resistant to infiltration by water. 
 
PERMANENT STRUCTURE - a permanent building or permanent structure that is 
anchored to a permanent foundation with an impermeable floor and is 
completely roofed and walled (new structures require a door or other means of 
sealing the access way from wind driven rainfall).  
 
A fabric frame structure is a permanent structure if it meets all of the following 
specifications: 

 
1. Concrete blocks, jersey barriers, or other similar material shall be placed 

around the interior of the structure to protect the side walls during loading 
and unloading of deicing materials; 

 
2. The design shall prevent stormwater run-on and run-through and the fabric 

cannot leak;  
 
3. The structure shall be erected on an impermeable slab; 
 
4. The structure cannot be open sided; and 
 
5. The structure shall have a roll up door or other means of sealing the access 

way from wind driven rainfall. 
 
PERSON - any individual, corporation, company, partnership, firm, association, or 
political subdivision of this State, subject to municipal jurisdiction. 

 
RESIDENT - a person who resides on a residential property where deicing material 
is stored. 
 
STORM DRAIN INLET - the point of entry into the storm sewer system.  

SECTION 3. Chapter 210, Article II, Section 210-3, Deicing Material Storage 
Requirements is created to include the following: 

A. Temporary outdoor storage of deicing materials in accordance with the 
requirements below is allowed between October 15th and April 15th only under 
the following conditions: 

 
1. Loose materials shall be placed on a flat, impervious surface in a manner 

that prevents stormwater run-through;  
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2. Loose materials shall be placed at least fifty (50) feet from surface water 
bodies, storm drain inlets, ditches, and/or other stormwater conveyance 
channels;  

 
3. Loose materials shall be maintained in a cone-shaped storage pile. If 

loading or unloading activities alter the cone-shape during daily activities, 
tracked materials shall be swept back into the storage pile and the storage 
pile shall be reshaped into a cone after use;  

 
4. Loose materials shall be covered as follows: 

 
a. The cover shall be waterproof, impermeable, and flexible; 

 
b. The cover shall extend to the base of the pile(s); 

 
c. The cover shall be free from holes or tears; 

 
d. The cover shall be secured and weighed down around the perimeter 

to prevent removal by wind; and 
 

e. Weight shall be placed on the cover(s) in such a way that minimizes 
the potential of exposure as materials shift and runoff flows down to 
the base of the pile.  

 
(1) Sandbags lashed together with rope or cable and placed 

uniformly over the flexible cover or poly-cord nets provide a 
suitable method. Items that can potentially hold water (e.g., 
old tires) shall not be used; 
 

5. Containers must be sealed when not in use; and 
 

6. The site shall be free of all deicing materials between April 16th and October 
14th. 

 
B. Deicing materials shall be stored in a permanent structure if a suitable storage 

structure is available. For storage of loose deicing materials in a permanent 
structure, such storage may be permanent and thus not restricted to October 
15th - April 15th. 

 
C. All temporary and/or permanent structures must comply with all other local 

ordinances, including but not limited to, building and zoning regulations. 
 
D. The property owner, or owner of the deicing materials if different, shall 

designate a person(s) responsible for operations at the site where these 
materials are stored outdoors, and who shall document that weekly 
inspections are conducted to ensure that the conditions of this ordinance are 
met. Inspection records shall be kept on site and made available to the 
municipality upon request. 

 
1. Residents who operate businesses from their homes that utilize deicing 

materials are required to perform weekly inspections to ensure compliance 
with this Chapter. 

 

SECTION 4. Chapter 210, Article II, Section 210-4, Exemptions is created to include 
the following: 

A. Residents may store deicing materials outside in a solid-walled, closed 
container that prevents precipitation from entering and exiting the 
container and which prevents the deicing materials from leaking or spilling 
out. Under these circumstances, weekly inspections are not necessary, but 
repair or replacement of any damaged or inadequate containers shall 
occur within two (2) weeks. 
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B. If containerized (in bags or buckets) deicing materials are stored within a 
permanent structure, they are not subject to the storage and inspection 
requirements in Section III above. Piles of deicing materials are not exempt, 
even if stored in a permanent structure. 

 

C. This Chapter does not apply to facilities where the stormwater discharges 
from deicing material storage activities are regulated under another 
NJPDES permit. 

 
SECTION 5. Chapter 210, Article II, Section 210-5, Enforcement is created to include 

the following: 

The Town Manager, through the Department of Public Works Supervisor, and/or 
the Town Manager’s designee, shall enforce the provisions of this Chapter. It shall 
be unlawful for any reason to violate any part of this Section adopted by the 
Newton Town Council. 

SECTION 6. Chapter 210, Article II, Section 210-6, Violations and Penalties is created 
to include the following: 

Any person(s) who are found to be in violation of the provisions of this Chapter 
shall have seventy-two (72) hours to complete all corrective action. Repeat 
violations and/or failure to complete corrective action shall be liable to a penalty 
not to exceed Five Hundred ($500) Dollars for every calendar day on which the 
violation exists beyond the seventy-two (72) hour compliance limit. 

SECTION 7. Chapter 210, Article II, Section 210-7, Severability is created to include 
the following: 

Each section, subsection, sentence, clause, and phrase of this Section is declared 
to be an independent section, subsection, sentence, clause, and phrase and 
finding or holding of any such portion of this Section to be unconstitutional, void, 
or ineffective for any cause or reason shall not affect any other portion of this 
Section. 

SECTION 8. Effective Date: This Ordinance will take effect after publication and 
passage in accordance with the law. 

The aforementioned ORDINANCE was offered by Mr. Dickson who moved its 

adoption, seconded by Mrs. Teets, and roll call resulted as follows: 

Mr. Dickson Yes  Mrs. Diglio Yes 

Deputy Mayor Le Frois Yes Mrs. Teets Yes  

Mayor Couce Yes 

Mayor Couce read aloud the following Ordinance relative to final adoption. 

ORDINANCE 2024-23 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE, AND SUPPLEMENT THE TOWN CODE OF 
THE TOWN OF NEWTON BY CREATING A NEW CHAPTER OF THE NEWTON TOWN 
CODE, ENTITLED “CHAPTER 298, TREE PRESERVATION” TO CONTROL TREE 
REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT IN ORDER TO REDUCE STORMWATER RUNOFF 
AND POLLUTANTS AND TO PROMOTE INFILTRATION OF RAINWATER INTO THE 
SOIL 
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WHEREAS, the New Jersey State Department of Environmental Protection 
(hereinafter referred to as “NJDEP”) requires that all Tier A municipalities, such as Newton, 
take measures to control the removal of trees in order to reduce stormwater runoff and 
to promote infiltration of rainwater into the soil. In order to comply with the requirements 
of the Town of Newton’s Municipal Stormwater General Permit, the Newton Town Council 
wishes to amend, revise, and supplement the Town Code to require that measures be 
taken to preserve trees within the Town and provide guidelines for replacement of trees 
when unauthorized removal occurs. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of the Town of Newton that 
the Code of the Town of Newton is amended, revised, and supplemented as follows: 

Section 1.  The Town Code hereby is amended, revised, and supplemented to add 
a new Chapter 298 to be entitled “Tree Preservation” and to state in its entirety as follows: 

298 Tree Preservation 

298-1 Purpose: 

The purpose of this Chapter is to protect trees and woodlands from 
indiscriminate destruction and damage and to further reduce soil erosion 
and pollutant runoff, promote infiltration of rainwater into the soil and 
protect the environment, public health, safety, and welfare. 

298-2 Definitions: 

Definitions shall include the following: 

For the purpose of this Chapter, the following terms, phrases, words, and 
their derivations shall have the meanings stated herein unless their use in 
the text of this Chapter clearly demonstrates a different meaning. When 
consistent with the context, words used in the present tense include the 
future, words used in the plural number include the singular number and 
words used in the singular number include the plural number. The word 
“shall” is always mandatory and not merely directory.  

CLEAR CUTTING - the removal of most or all trees on a property at one time or 
shortly thereafter for the purpose of creating a lawn or graded areas on that 
property. 
 
HAZARD TREE - a tree or limbs thereof that meet one or more of the criteria below. 
Trees that do not meet any of the criteria below and are proposed to be removed 
solely for development purposes are not hazard trees.  

 
1. Has an infectious disease or insect infestation; and/or,  
 
2. Is dead or dying; and/or, 
 
3. Obstructs the view of traffic signs or the free passage of pedestrians 

or vehicles, where pruning attempts have not been effective; 
and/or, 

 
4. Is located near an existing structure and poses a threat to that 

structure since the structure is located in the fall zone of said tree; 
and/or, 

 
5. Has a root system that is causing or has the potential to cause 

damage to structures (such as building foundations, sidewalks, etc.). 
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LOT DISTURBANCE – includes all areas disturbed for the purpose of the construction 
of buildings and structures as well as all graded areas and lawns. The total shall 
include disturbed areas, both inside and outside of the building envelope. 
 
PERSON - any individual, resident, corporation, utility, company, partnership, firm, 
or association.  
 
RESIDENT - an individual who resides on the residential property or contractor hired 
by the individual who resides on the residential property where a tree(s) regulated 
by this Chapter is removed or proposed to be removed. 
 
STREET TREE - a tree planted within a municipal right-of-way strip.  
 
TRACT DISTURBANCE - Any lot improvement including, but not limited to, 
construction or expansion of buildings, decks, sheds, garages, driveways, lawns, 
pools, septic fields, land clearing, tree removal, terracing, and other land 
improvements. 
 
TREE - a woody perennial plant, typically having a single stem or trunk growing to 
a considerable height and bearing lateral branches at some distance from the 
ground. 

 
TREE REMOVAL - to kill and/or to cause irreparable damage that leads to the 
decline and/or death of a tree. This includes, but is not limited to, excessive 
pruning, application of substances that are toxic to the tree, over-mulching or 
improper mulching, and improper grading and/or soil compaction within the 
critical root radius around the base of the tree that leads to the decline and/or 
death of a tree. Removal does not include responsible pruning and maintenance 
of a tree, or the application of treatments intended to manage invasive species. 
 

298-3  Application Process 

A. Any person planning to remove a street tree with DBH of two and one-half 
(2.5”) inch or more or any non-street tree with DBH of six (6”) inch or more 
on their property which is not exempted from the requirements of this 
Chapter shall submit a Tree Removal Application to the Department of 
Public Works Supervisor. No tree shall be removed, unless exempted under 
Section 298-6 of this Chapter and until Town officials have reviewed and 
approved the removal.  
 

B. For larger scale clearing projects over five thousand (5,000) square feet, the 
applicant shall submit a tree survey as part of the application to determine 
number, sizes, and exemptions of trees. 

 
C. Applicants shall be subject to a Twenty-Five ($25) Dollar application fee. 

 

298-4 Tree Replacement Requirements 
 

A. Any person who removes one or more street tree(s) with a DBH of two and 
one-half (2.5”) inch or more, unless exempt under Section 298-6 below, shall 
be subject to the requirements of the Tree Replacement Requirements 
Table below. 
 

B. Any person who removes one or more tree(s), as defined as tree removal, 
with a DBH of six (6”) inch or more per acre, unless otherwise detailed under 
Section 298-6 below, shall be subject to the requirements of the Tree 
Replacement Requirements Table. 

 
C. The species type and diversity of replacement trees shall be in accordance 

with a list of approved trees and planting requirements kept on file with the 
Department of Public Works Supervisor.  
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D. Replacement tree(s) shall: 
 

1. Be replaced in kind with a tree that has an equal or greater DBH than 
tree removed or meet the Tree Replacement Criteria in the table 
below; 
 

2. Be planted within twelve (12) months of the date of removal of the 
original tree(s) or at an alternative date specified by the Town; 

 
3. Be monitored by the applicant for a period of two (2) years to ensure 

their survival and shall be replaced as needed within twelve (12) 
months; and, 
 

4. Shall not be planted in temporary containers or pots, as these do not 
count towards tree replacement requirements. 

 

Tree Replacement Requirements Table: 

Category Tree Removed 
(DBH) 

Tree Replacement Criteria 
(See Appendix A) 

1 DBH of 2.5” (for 
street trees) or 6” 
(for non-street 
trees) to 12.99” 

Replant 1 tree with a 
minimum tree caliper of 2.5” 
for each tree removed  

2 DBH of 13” to 
22.99” 

 

Replant 2 trees with minimum 
tree calipers of 2.5” for each 
tree removed  

3 DBH of 23” to 
32.99” 

 

Replant 3 trees with minimum 
tree calipers of 2.5” for each 
tree removed  

4 DBH of 33” or 
greater 

 

Replant 4 trees with minimum 
tree calipers of 2.5” for each 
tree removed  

 
E. Replacement Alternatives: 

 
1. (1) If the Town determines that some or all required replacement 

trees cannot be planted on the property where the tree removal 
activity occurred, then the applicant shall do one of the following: 

 
a. Plant replacement trees in a separate area(s) approved by 

the Town. 
 

b. Pay a fee of Four Hundred ($400) Dollars per tree removed. 
This fee shall be placed into a fund dedicated to tree planting 
and continued maintenance of the trees. 
 

298-5 Clear Cutting or Tree Harvesting is Prohibited   

With the exceptions established in this Chapter below, no person shall cut or remove, or 
cause to be cut or removed, any existing trees for the purpose of clear cutting or 
harvesting unless the cutting and removal can be accomplished in accordance with the 
provisions set forth in this Chapter. 
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298-6 Exemptions  

The following shall be exempted from the requirements of this Chapter: 
 

A. Commercial nurseries or fruit orchards.  
  

B. Christmas tree farms.  
 
C. Any tree which is a part of a cemetery.  
 
D. Trees directed to be removed by the Town, County, State, and/or Federal 

authority, pursuant to law.  
 
E. Removal of hazard trees.  
 
F. Pruning or removal of street trees by utility companies and/or maintenance 

of utility wires or pipelines and/or the pruning of trees within sight easements.  
 
G. Trees removed in conjunction with the Right to Farm Act on qualifying farms.  
 
H. Parcels of land with a Forest Management Plan and/or Woodland 

Management Plan that has the required approval by the NJDEP Division of 
Forestry and/or the appropriate State agency. These plans are on file in the 
Tax Assessor’s office.  

 
I. Trees being removed on a property for the purpose of constructing a 

firebreak that will create a strip of ground where vegetation will be 
removed to stop the progress of forest fires. 

 
J. Street trees which are required to be removed by property owners due to 

said trees interfering with driver sight distances and/or are dead or dying 
and need to be removed to preserve the public health, safety, and general 
welfare. 

 
K. Parcels of land with preliminary site plan or subdivision approval, major or 

minor. Removal of trees prior to Town Land Use Board approval is 
prohibited, unless it is part of a required site investigation, such as 
percolation test for septic system suitability.  

 
L. Trees to be removed as necessary to permit the construction of buildings, 

structures, decks, pools, driveways, septic field, lawn area for recreational 
use for the residents of the dwelling and any other improvements approved 
by way of a Zoning Permit issued by the Zoning Officer.  

 
M. Trees removed as required to install a new and/or repair an existing septic 

system as approved by the Sussex County Health Department or the New 
Jersey State Department of Environmental Protection.  

 

298-7 Enforcement  

This Chapter shall be enforced by the Newton Town Manager or his designee 
during the course of ordinary enforcement duties. It shall be unlawful for any 
reason to violate any part of this Chapter adopted by the Town of Council of the 
Town of Newton. 

298-8 Violations and Penalties  

A. Any removal of trees that is not part of a Zoning Permit or Land Use Board 
approval or are exempt as defined in Section 298-6 above will be 
considered not permitted and disturbed areas will need to be restored in a 
manner approved by the Land Use Board by Resolution.  
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B. Penalty. The General Provisions of the Town Code shall apply to any 
violation of the tree removal regulations contained in this Chapter. 

 
Section 2. Severability: 

Each section, subsection, sentence, clause, and phrase of this Section is declared 
to be an independent section, subsection, sentence, clause, and phrase and finding or 
holding of any such portion of this Section to be unconstitutional, void, or ineffective for 
any cause or reason shall not affect any other portion of this Chapter. 

Section 3. Inconsistency/Repealer: 

All prior ordinances or parts of the same inconsistent with any provisions of this 
Chapter are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency only. 

Section 4. Effective Date: 

 This Ordinance will take effect after publication and passage according to law. 

The aforementioned ORDINANCE was offered by Mrs. Teets who moved its 

adoption, seconded by Mrs. Diglio, and roll call resulted as follows: 

Mr. Dickson Yes  Mrs. Diglio Yes 

Deputy Mayor Le Frois Yes Mrs. Teets Yes  

Mayor Couce Yes 

Mayor Couce read aloud the following Ordinance relative to final adoption. 

ORDINANCE 2024-24 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE, AND SUPPLEMENT CHAPTER 307 OF 
THE NEWTON TOWN CODE, ENTITLED “PARKING”, MOST NOTABLY 
SECTION 307-6, ENTITLED “PARKING PROHIBITED DURING CERTAIN 
HOURS ON CERTAIN STREETS”; SECTION 307-7 “PARKING TIME LIMITED 
ON STREETS” AND ARTICLE XI, ENTITLED “SCHEDULES” WITHIN CHAPTER 
307, MOST NOTABLY SECTION 307-49 “SCHEDULE II: PARKING 
PROHIBITED DURING CERTAIN HOURS ON CERTAIN STREETS” 

 
WHEREAS, the Town of Newton wishes to expand parking opportunities on the 

streets of Newton under certain limited conditions. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of the Town of Newton, 

County of Sussex, State of New Jersey that the Town Council intends to amend, revise, 
and supplement certain provision of Chapter 307 of the Town Code of the Town of 
Newton, entitled “Parking” as follows: 

 
1. Chapter 307, Section 307-6, entitled “Parking Prohibited During Certain 

Hours on Certain Streets” is hereby amended, revised, and supplemented 
as follows: 
 

“No person shall park a vehicle between the hours specified on any day 
(except Saturday, Sunday, or public holidays as established by the Town) 
upon any of the street or parts of streets described in Schedule II attached 
hereto and made a part of this chapter (see §307-49). Whenever a vehicle, 
which has already received a summons for a parking ordinance violation, 
exceeds the time permitted by twice the ordinance limit, the vehicle may be 
issued additional summonses (with increased penalty, as set forth in §307-69) 
and may be subject to impoundment.”  
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2. Chapter 307, Section 307-7, entitled “Parking Time Limited on Certain 

Streets” is herby amended, revised and supplemented as follows: 
 

“No person shall park a vehicle for longer than the time shown, at anytime 
between the hours listed on any day (except Saturday, Sunday, and public 
holidays as established by the Town) upon any of the streets or parts of streets 
described in Schedule III attached hereto and make a part of this chapter 
(see §307-50). Whenever a vehicle, which has already received a summons 
for a parking ordinance violation, exceeds the time permitted by twice the 
ordinance limit, the vehicle may be issued additional summonses (with 
increased penalty, as set forth in §307-69) and may be subject to 
impoundment.” 

 
3. Article XI, “Schedules” within Chapter 307, Section 307-49, entitled Schedule 

II: Parking Prohibited During Certain Hours on Certain Streets” shall be 
amended, revised, and supplemented as to the specific entry listed below 
only: 
 

Name of Street Sides Hours Location 
All streets Each 4:00 am to 6:00 am 

(except Saturday, 
Sunday, and public 

holidays 
designated by the 

Town) 
 

Newton 

All other provisions of Schedule II of §307-49 of the Newton Town Code shall remain 
in full force and effect as currently exist in the Town Code. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT:  
 

1. Severability.  If any provision of this Ordinance or the application of this 
Ordinance to any person or circumstances is held invalid, the remainder of 
this Ordinance shall not be affected and shall remain in full force and effect. 
 

2. Repealer.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances or resolutions that are 
inconsistent or in opposition to the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby 
repealed in their entirety. 
 

3. Effective Date.  This Ordinance will take effect after publication and passage 
according to law. 

 
The aforementioned ORDINANCE was offered by Mr. Dickson who moved its 

adoption, seconded by Mrs. Teets, and roll call resulted as follows: 

Mr. Dickson Yes  Mrs. Diglio Yes 

Deputy Mayor Le Frois Yes Mrs. Teets Yes  

Mayor Couce Yes 

Mayor Couce read aloud the following Ordinance relative to final adoption. 

ORDINANCE 2024-25 

BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING A SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION OF 
$1,545,000 FOR VARIOUS WATER/SEWER IMPROVEMENTS IN AND BY THE 
TOWN OF NEWTON, IN THE COUNTY OF SUSSEX, NEW JERSEY AND 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $1,545,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWN 
FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION 
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BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF NEWTON, IN THE COUNTY 

OF SUSSEX, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of all members thereof affirmatively 
concurring) AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1:  

The improvement described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance (the 
“Improvement”) is hereby authorized to be undertaken by the Town of Newton, in the 
County of Sussex, New Jersey (the “Town”) as a general improvement.  For the said 
Improvement there is hereby appropriated the amount of an additional $1,545,000.  No 
down payments is required by the Local Bond Law of the State of New Jersey, constituting 
Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes, as amended and supplemented (the 
“Local Bond Law”) as the purpose authorized herein is deemed self-liquidating and the 
obligations authorized herein are deductible from the gross debt of the Town, as more 
fully explained in Section 6(e) of this Bond Ordinance.   

SECTION 2:  

In order to finance the additional cost of the Improvement, negotiable bonds of 
the Town are hereby authorized to be issued in the principal amount of $1,545,000 
pursuant to the provisions of the Local Bond Law (the “Bonds”).  In anticipation of the 
issuance of the Bonds and to temporarily finance said Improvement or purposes, 
negotiable bond anticipation notes of the Town are hereby authorized to be issued in 
the principal amount not exceeding $1,545,000 pursuant to the provisions of the Local 
Bond Law (the “Bond Anticipation Notes” or “Notes”). 

SECTION 3:  

(a) The Improvements authorized and the purposes for which obligations are 
to be issued are as follows: 

 

Improvements 
Appropriation and 

Estimated Cost 

Estimated 
Maximum 

Amount of Bonds 
or Notes 

Period of 
Useful Life 

(1) Installation of a 
Programmable Logic Controller at 
the High Street Pump Station, 
including all work and materials 
necessary therefor and incidental 
thereto, all as shown on and in 
accordance with the plans and 
specifications therefor on file in the 
Office of Engineering 
(supplements Bond Ordinance 
2023-08.) 

$335,000 $335,000 40 Years 

(2) Improvements to the 
Drinking Water Treatment Plants, 
including all work and materials 
necessary therefor and incidental 
thereto, all as shown on and in 
accordance with the plans and 
specifications therefor on file in the 
Office of Engineering 

1,210,000 1,210,000 40 Years 
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(supplements Bond Ordinance 
2023-08.). 

TOTAL ALL PURPOSES $1,545,000 $1,545,000  

 
(b) The estimated maximum amount of Bonds or Notes to be issued for the 

purpose of financing a portion of the cost of the Improvement is $1,545,000. 

(c) The estimated cost of the Improvement is $1,545,000 which amount 
represents the initial appropriation made by the Town. 

SECTION 4:  

All Bond Anticipation Notes issued hereunder shall mature at such times as may 
be determined by the municipal finance officer of the Town (the “Chief Financial 
Officer”); provided that no Note shall mature later than one year from its date.  The Notes 
shall bear interest at such rate or rates and be in such form as may be determined by the 
Chief Financial Officer.  The Chief Financial Officer shall determine all matters in 
connection with Notes issued pursuant to this ordinance, and the signature of the Chief 
Financial Officer upon the Notes shall be conclusive evidence as to all such 
determinations.  All Notes issued hereunder may be renewed from time to time subject 
to the provisions of Section 8(a) of the Local Bond Law.  The Chief Financial Officer is 
hereby authorized to sell part or all of the Notes from time to time at public or private sale 
and to deliver them to the purchasers thereof upon receipt of payment of the purchase 
price plus accrued interest from their dates to the date of delivery thereof.  The Chief 
Financial Officer is directed to report in writing to the Town Council of the Town at the 
meeting next succeeding the date when any sale or delivery of the Notes pursuant to 
this ordinance is made.  Such report must include the amount, the description, the interest 
rate and the maturity schedule of the Notes sold, the price obtained and the name of 
the purchaser. 

SECTION 5:  

The capital budget of the Town is hereby amended to conform with the provisions 
of this Ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency herewith.  The resolution in the form 
promulgated by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital 
budget and capital program as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government 
Services, Department of Community Affairs, State of New Jersey is on file with the 
Municipal Clerk and is available for public inspection. 

SECTION 6:  

The following additional matters are hereby determined, declared, recited, and 
stated: 

(a) The Improvement described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance is not a 
current expense, and is a capital improvement or property that the Town may lawfully 
make or acquire as general improvements, and no part of the cost thereof has been or 
shall be specially assessed on property specially benefited thereby. 

(b) The period of usefulness of the Improvement, within the limitations of the 
Local Bond Law, taking into consideration the respective amounts of all obligations 
authorized for such purpose, according to the reasonable life thereof computed from 
the date of the Bonds authorized by this Bond Ordinance, is 40 years. 

(c) The Supplemental Debt Statement required by the Local Bond Law has 
been duly prepared and filed in the office of the Municipal Clerk and a complete 
executed duplicate thereof has been filed in the office of the Director, Division of Local 
Government Services, Department of Community Affairs, State of New Jersey.  Such 
statement shows that the gross debt of the Town, as defined in the Local Bond Law, is 
increased by the authorization of the Bonds and Notes provided in this Bond Ordinance 
by $1,545,000 and the obligations authorized herein will be within all debt limitations 
prescribed by the Local Bond Law. 
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(d) An aggregate amount not exceeding $400,000 for items of expense listed 
in and permitted under Section 20 of the Local Bond Law is included in the estimated 
cost of the Improvements, as indicated herein. 

(e) This Bond Ordinance authorizes obligations of the Town solely for purposes described 

in N.J.S.A. 40A:2-7(h).  The obligations authorized herein are to be issued for a purpose that 

is deemed to be self-liquidating pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-47(a) and are deductible from 

gross debt pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-44(c). 

SECTION 7:  

Any funds or grant monies received for the purpose described in Section 3 of this 
Ordinance shall be used for financing said Improvement by application thereof either to 
direct payment of the cost of said Improvement or to the payment or reduction of the 
authorization of the obligations of the Town authorized therefor by this Bond Ordinance.  
Any such funds received may, and all such funds so received which are not required for 
direct payment of the cost of said Improvement shall, be held and applied by the Town 
as funds applicable only to the payment of obligations of the Town authorized by this 
Bond Ordinance. 

SECTION 8:  

The full faith and credit of the Town are hereby pledged to the punctual payment 
of the principal of and interest on the obligations authorized by this Bond Ordinance.  The 
obligations shall be direct, unlimited obligations of the Town, and the Town shall be 
obligated to levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable property within the Town for the 
payment of the obligations and the interest thereon without limitation of rate or amount. 

SECTION 9. 

The Chief Financial Officer of the Town is hereby authorized to prepare and to 
update from time to time as necessary a financial disclosure document to be distributed 
in connection with the sale of obligations of the Town and to execute such disclosure 
document on behalf of the Town.  The Chief Financial Officer is further authorized to enter 
into the appropriate undertaking to provide secondary market disclosure on behalf of 
the Town pursuant to Rule 15c2-12 of the Securities and Exchange Commission (the 
“Rule”) for the benefit of holders and beneficial owners of obligations of the Town and to 
amend such undertaking from time to time in connection with any change in law, or 
interpretation thereof, provided such undertaking is and continues to be, in the opinion 
of a nationally recognized bond counsel, consistent with the requirements of the Rule.  In 
the event that the Town fails to comply with its undertaking, the Town shall not be liable 
for any monetary damages, and the remedy shall be limited to specific performance of 
the undertaking. 

SECTION 10:  

This Bond Ordinance constitutes a declaration of official intent under Treasury 
Regulation Section 1.150-2.  The Town reasonably expects to pay expenditures with 
respect to the Improvement prior to the date that Town incurs debt obligations under this 
Bond Ordinance.  The Town reasonably expects to reimburse such expenditures with the 
proceeds of debt to be incurred by the Town under this Bond Ordinance.  The maximum 
principal amount of debt expected to be issued for payment of the cost of the 
Improvement is $1,545,000. 

SECTION 11:  

Bond Ordinance #2024-20 adopted July 15, 2024 is hereby cancelled. 

SECTION 12: 

This Bond Ordinance shall take effect 20 days after the first publication thereof 
after final adoption, as provided by the Local Bond Law. 
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The aforementioned ORDINANCE was offered by Mrs. Teets who moved its 

adoption, seconded by Mr. Dickson, and roll call resulted as follows: 

Mr. Dickson Yes  Mrs. Diglio Yes 

Deputy Mayor Le Frois Yes Mrs. Teets Yes  

Mayor Couce Yes 

ORDINANCE 2024-26 

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FUNDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF A FIRE 
TRUCK FOR THE TOWN OF NEWTON AND APPROPRIATING $10,500 FOR SUCH 
PURPOSE 

The aforementioned ORDINANCE was offered by Mrs. Diglio who moved its 

introduction, seconded by Mrs. Teets, and roll call resulted as follows: 

Mr. Dickson Yes  Mrs. Diglio Yes 

Deputy Mayor Le Frois Yes Mrs. Teets Yes  

Mayor Couce Yes 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Newton that the above 
Ordinance be introduced for the first reading, with a hearing on the same to be held on 
Wednesday, October 16, 2024 at 7:00 pm. 

ORDINANCE 2024-27 

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FUNDING FOR RENOVATIONS TO FIREHOUSE #1 
FOR THE TOWN OF NEWTON AND APPROPRIATING $32,500 FOR SUCH 
PURPOSE 

The aforementioned ORDINANCE was offered by Mrs. Teets who moved its 

introduction, seconded by Mrs. Diglio, and roll call resulted as follows: 

Mr. Dickson Yes  Mrs. Diglio Yes 

Deputy Mayor Le Frois Yes Mrs. Teets Yes  

Mayor Couce Yes 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Newton that the above 
Ordinance be introduced for the first reading, with a hearing on the same to be held on 
Wednesday, October 16, 2024 at 7:00 pm. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 Mayor Couce read the following statement: 

 “All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-
controversial by the Town Council and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no 
separate discussion of these items unless a Council member so requests, in which case 
the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered in its normal 
sequence on the Agenda.” 

Mr. Russo then reviewed the consent agenda items.  
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RESOLUTION #225-2024* 

“Concur with the Recommendation of the Utility Advisory Board in Allocating Water and 
Sewer Connection Fees for Block 9.06, Lot 12” 

 WHEREAS, at a regular meeting of the Newton Utility Advisory Board conducted 
on August 20, 2024, an application was submitted to add one (1) residential apartment 
to 43 Trinity Street; and 

 WHEREAS, David Simmons, the Town’s Water Engineer, submitted a report to the 
Newton Utility Advisory Board dated August 7, 2024, outlining all conditions for the project 
and his calculations for connection fees for one residential apartment as follows:   

Water Connection fees of $5,058.00 Per Dwelling Unit  

Sewer Connection fees of $6,550.00 Per Dwelling Unit     

 WHEREAS, the Newton Utility Advisory Board agrees with Mr. Simmons calculations 
and conditions with allowing 43 Trinity Street one (1) residential apartment at a fee of 
$11,608.00 due at the time of issuance of the construction permit; 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton that 
this Governing Body hereby concurs with the recommendations of the Newton Utility 
Advisory Board and conditionally approves the fees set forth above. 

 

RESOLUTION #226-2024* 

“Concur with the Recommendation of the Utility Advisory Board in Allocating Water and 
Sewer Connection Fees for Block 5.01, Lot 24” 

 WHEREAS, at a regular meeting of the Newton Utility Advisory Board conducted 
on August 20, 2024, an application was submitted to add nine (9) residential apartments 
to 59-61 High Street; and 

 WHEREAS, David Simmons, the Town’s Water Engineer, submitted a report to the 
Newton Utility Advisory Board dated August 7, 2024, outlining all conditions for the project 
and his calculations for connection fees for nine (9) residential apartments as follows:   

Water Connection fees of $5,058.00 Per Residential Unit X 9 units totaling   $45,522.00  

Sewer Connection fees of $6,550.00 Per Residential Unit X 9 units totaling  $58,950.00 

Credit for existing Water & Sewer        $17,561.60 

 WHEREAS, the Newton Utility Advisory Board agrees with Mr. Simmons calculations 
and conditions with 59-61 High Street nine (9) residential apartments at a fee of $86,910.40 
due at the time of issuance of the construction permit; 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton that 
this Governing Body hereby concurs with the recommendations of the Newton Utility 
Advisory Board and conditionally approves the fees set forth above. 

 

RESOLUTION #227-2024* 

“Authorize Refund/Cancellation of Taxes; Block 22.05, Lot 13.02 C0506, for a 
100% Disabled Veteran Exemption” 

 
WHEREAS, Kevin Mulholland owns Block 22.05, Lot 13.02 C0506, also known as 12 Gregg 
Court, Newton, New Jersey; and 
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WHEREAS, the Municipal Tax Assessor has granted a 100% Disabled Veteran Tax 
Exemption on August 14, 2024 for the property owner; and  

 WHEREAS, the Tax Collector has determined the 2024 tax amount to be refunded 
is $1,259.78 and the tax amount to be cancelled is $3,911.29;  

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton that 
this Governing Body acknowledges a refund is due to Kevin Mulholland in the total 
amount of $1,259.78 which is retroactive to August 1, 2024 and the tax amount of 
$3,911.29 needs to be cancelled and this is the result of a 100% Disabled Veteran Tax 
Exemption; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Treasurer be authorized to issue a check in the total 
amount of $1,259.78 to Kevin Mulholland, 12 Gregg Ct., Newton, NJ 07860, and the Tax 
Collector be authorized to cancel a portion of the 2024 taxes in the amount of $3,911.29. 

 

RESOLUTION #228-2024* 

“Authorizing the Award of the Bid for the Proposed Sidewalk Improvements to Water 
Street (Route 206 and N.J.S.H. Route 94) Project” 

 WHEREAS a need exists for the bid for the project known as Proposed 
Sidewalk Improvements to Water Street (Route U.S. 206 & N.J.S.H. Route 94); and  

WHEREAS the Town advertised and received bids in a fair and open manner 
consistent with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5 and N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et. Seq.; and  

WHEREAS the Town received four (4) bids on August 27, 2024, at 11:00 AM to wit: 

NAME 
OF 
BIDDER 

Terra Ferma 
Contracting 
Corp. 

Ponofino 
Builders, LLC 

Tony's Concrete 
Construction 
Co., Inc. 

Messercola 
Excavating 
Co., Inc. 

TOTAL 
BID 

$162,706.00 $188,002.00 $229,392.00 $233,154.00 

 

WHEREAS, Terra Ferma Contracting Corp., 220 Jackson Avenue, Hackensack, New 
Jersey 07601, was determined to be the lowest responsible bidder in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-4a; and  

WHEREAS, the Chief Municipal Financial Officer has certified funds are available 
to support the award as per the attached certification; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton, 
County of Sussex, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

1. The Town Council of the Town of Newton hereby awards the Proposed Sidewalk 
Improvements to Water Street (Route U.S. 206 & N.J.S.H. Route 94) bid to Terra 
Ferma Contracting Corp., 220 Jackson Avenue, Hackensack, New Jersey 07601, 
in the amount of $162,706.00. 

 

RESOLUTION #229-2024* 

“Authorize the Award of a Required Disclosure Contract for Frederick J. Margron, P.E., 
REM, CEA, of the firm Professional Consulting, Inc., for Morris Lake Water Treatment Plant 

Chemical Room Rehabilitation” 
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WHEREAS, the Town of Newton requires the services of a qualified Sewer Engineer for 
the Town of Newton for the “Morris Lake Water Treatment Plant Chemical Room 
Rehabilitation” pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4; and 

 
WHEREAS, Sean Canning, Q.P.A., of the Canning Group, LLC, Newton’s Qualified 

Purchasing Agent, has determined and certified in writing the value of the services will 
exceed $17,500; and 

WHEREAS, Frederick J. Margron, P.E., REM, CEA, of the firm Professional Consulting, 
Inc., has submitted a proposal for said project in the amount of $46,840.00; and   

WHEREAS, Frederick J. Margron, has completed and submitted a Business Entity 
Disclosure Certification and a Political Contribution Disclosure form which certifies 
Frederick J. Margron, P.E., REM, CEA, of the firm Professional Consulting, Inc., has not 
made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Town of 
Newton in the previous one (1) year, and the contract will prohibit him from making any 
reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and 

WHEREAS, the Chief Municipal Financial Officer has certified funds are available 
as per the attached certification; 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Town Council of the Town of Newton 
authorizes the Newton Town Manager to enter into a contract with Frederick J. Margron, 
P.E., REM, CEA, of the firm Professional Consulting, Inc., not to exceed $46,840.00 for 
“Morris Lake Water Treatment Plant Chemical Room Rehabilitation”; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Business Disclosure Entity Certification and the 
Determination of Value be placed on file in the Municipal Clerk’s office. 

 

RESOLUTION #230-2024* 

 “Authorize the Award of a Required Disclosure Contract for Frederick J. Margron, P.E., 
REM, CEA, of the Firm Professional Consulting, Inc., for Morris Lake Water Treatment Plant 

Clearwell and High Street Tank Cleaning” 

WHEREAS, the Town of Newton requires the services of a qualified Sewer Engineer for 
the Town of Newton for the “Morris Lake Water Treatment Plant Clearwell and High Street 
Tank Cleaning” pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4; and 

 
WHEREAS, Sean Canning, Q.P.A., of the Canning Group, LLC, Newton’s Qualified 

Purchasing Agent, has determined and certified in writing the value of the services will 
exceed $17,500; and 

WHEREAS, Frederick J. Margron, P.E., REM, CEA, of the firm Professional Consulting, 
Inc., has submitted a proposal for said project in the amount of $25,760.00; and   

WHEREAS, Frederick J. Margron, has completed and submitted a Business Entity 
Disclosure Certification and a Political Contribution Disclosure form which certifies 
Frederick J. Margron, P.E., REM, CEA, of the firm Professional Consulting, Inc., has not 
made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Town of 
Newton in the previous one (1) year, and the contract will prohibit him from making any 
reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and 

WHEREAS, the Chief Municipal Financial Officer has certified funds are available 
as per the attached certification; 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Town Council of the Town of Newton 
authorizes the Newton Town Manager to enter into a contract with Frederick J. Margron, 
P.E., REM, CEA, of the firm Professional Consulting, Inc., not to exceed $25,760.00 for 
“Morris Lake Water Treatment Plant Clearwell & High Street Tank Cleaning”; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Business Disclosure Entity Certification and the 
Determination of Value be placed on file in the Clerk’s office.  
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RESOLUTION #231-2024* 

“Authorize a Credit Due a Water and Sewer Utility Account” 

WHEREAS, the Water and Sewer Collector has determined the following Water and 
Sewer Utility Account is due a credit for the reason stated; 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton that 
the Water and Sewer Collector is hereby authorized to credit the following account for 
the amount billed incorrectly due to the reason(s) stated: 

CREDIT FOR AN ACCOUNT THAT SHOULD BE IN FINAL STATUS: 

Account Address Amount 

1092259 Main Street $102.69 

 

RESOLUTION #232-2024* 

“A Resolution Authorizing Reimbursement for Lead Line Replacement for the Property 
Located at 27 Hillside Terrace, Block 2.01, Lot 56” 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to amendments to the Safe Drinking Water Act, N.J.S.A. 
58:12A-40 et. seq., the Town of Newton (“Town”) adopted Ordinance No. 2024-19, which 
amended and supplemented Chapter 228 of the Town Code with the addition of Section 
228-32, entitled “Lead Service Line Replacement”; and 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Ordinance No. 2024-19 and the Town Lead Service Line 
Replacement Program, the owner of the property located at 27 Hillside Terrace, Block 2.01, 
Lot 56 (“Property”) has made application to the Town for reimbursement of the funds 
expended in order to replace the lead service line located at the subject Property; and 

 WHEREAS, the Town, having reviewed the reimbursement application submitted, 
finds the application to be complete and in conformance with Ordinance No. 2024-19, 
Section 228-32 of the Town Code, and the Lead Service Line Replacement Program in that 
the owner of the subject Property has provided the required documentation 
accompanying the application to the satisfaction of the Town; and 

 WHEREAS, based upon the application and accompanying documentation, the 
Town of Newton finds the reimbursement request to be reasonable and desires to authorize 
same;  

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton, 
County of Sussex, State of New Jersey that it hereby finds the lead service line replacement 
reimbursement application submitted by the property owner of 27 Hillside Terrace, Block 
2.01, Lot 56 to be complete and reasonable and hereby authorizes the reimbursement in 
the amount of Nine Thousand Two Hundred Seventy Five ($9,275.00) dollars and No Cents 
to be issued to the property owner of 27 Hillside Terrace, Newton, New Jersey in the 
timeframes established for such reimbursement; and  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town of Newton Chief Municipal Finance Officer 
be directed to take any and all necessary steps to issue the herein approved 
reimbursement in the amount of $9,275.00.   

 

RESOLUTION #233-2024* 

“A Resolution Authorizing the Mayor and Municipal Clerk to Execute an Agreement for 
Purchase with the State of New Jersey, Department of Environmental Protection to 

Purchase Town Lands Located on the Town’s Official Tax Map as Block 23.01, Lots 1 and 
3 (Sparta Avenue and Dogwood Drive-Rear)” 
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WHEREAS, the Town currently owns property known as Block 23.01, lots 1 and 3 (Sparta 
Avenue and Dogwood Drive – rear) within the Town of Newton; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Town Ordinance 2024-15, the Town Council authorized the sale 
of such property set forth above to the State of New Jersey Department of Environmental 
Protection (NJDEP) for the sum of Twenty-Seven Thousand ($27,000.00) Dollars; and 

WHEREAS, on May 29, 2024 the Town Council adopted Ordinance No. 2024-15; and 

WHEREAS, the NJDEP, through its Green Acres Program, has submitted an Agreement 
for Purchase Green Acres Program for Block 23.01, Lots 1 and 3, which the Town finds 
acceptable; 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of 
Newton, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey that: 
 

1. The Mayor and Municipal Clerk are hereby authorized to sign on behalf of the 
Town of Newton, an Agreement for Purchase Green Acres Program for Block 23.01, 
Lots 1 and 3, a copy of which is attached hereto; and 
 

2. The Mayor and Town Manager are hereby authorized to sign, on behalf of the 
Town, any and all other documents necessary to effectuate the sale of Block 23.01, 
Lots 1 and 3 to NJDEP without further action of the Council; and 

 
3. This Resolution shall take effect immediately; and 

 
Upon adoption hereof, a fully executed Agreement shall be forwarded to Lauren J. 

Procida, Esq. Section Lead Legal and Transactional Operations and Public Land Administration, 
Legal, Regulatory and Legislative affairs, New Jersey State Department of Environmental 
Protection and Larry Fink, Team Builder, Green Acres State Land Acquisition Program.  

 

RESOLUTION #234-2024* 

“ Concur with the Town Manager’s Appointment of School Crossing Guards for 
the 2024-2025 School Year” 

WHEREAS, New Jersey Statute 40A:9-154.1 states “The governing body, or the chief 
executive, or the chief administrative officer, as appropriate to the form of government 
of any municipality, may appoint adult school crossing guards for terms not exceeding 
one year…”; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton that 
this Governing Body concurs with the Town Manager’s appointment of the following 
individuals as School Crossing Guards for the 2024-2025 school year.  

Cindy Bailey 
Carol Blanchard 
Peter Cannarozzi 
Angalee Decker 
Carolyn Dippel 

Pamela Fletcher 
Karl Hammerer 

Walter Hugg 
Edward Kampka 

Harry Kaplan 
Christine Lemke 
Barbara Philips 

Charles Reynolds, Jr. 
Joseph Ricciardo 
George Seyfarth 

Louis Slamer 
Ruth Stang 
Steven Stoll 
Robert Teets 
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RESOLUTION #235-2024* 

“ A Resolution Authorizing the Release of the Performance Guarantees and 
Construction Payment Bond and Acceptance of Maintenance Bond and 

Environmental Maintenance Bond Posted by Paving Materials and Contracting, 
LLC for the Drainage Improvements at Babe Ruth Field at Memory Park” 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Newton, County of Sussex, State of 
New Jersey (the “Town”) has previously awarded a contract with Paving Materials and 
Contracting, LLC for the project known as “Drainage Improvements at Babe Ruth Field at Memory 
Park” (the “Contract”); and  

 WHEREAS, the Town recently adopted Resolution #216-2024, which authorized Change 
Order No. 4 to the Contract and accepted the Contract and underlying project as final and 
complete, further authorizing the release of the retainage from the Contract in the amount of 
$15,613.67; and  

WHEREAS, the Municipal Land Use Law (N.J.S.A. 40:55D-53) permits the Town of Newton to 
release performance guarantees posted by developer(s) when said improvements have been 
certified as complete by the Town Engineer; and  

WHEREAS, the Town has indicated in Resolution #216-2024 that the Town Engineer has 
recommended accepting the Contract and underlying project as final and complete; and 

WHEREAS, Paving Materials and Contracting, LLC has requested the release of the 
performance guarantees and construction payment bond posted for the subject Contract and 
has provided the Town with a maintenance bond and environmental maintenance bond; and 

WHEREAS, the maintenance bond and environmental maintenance bond have been 
reviewed by the Town Attorney and found to be acceptable as to form and content; 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Newton, 
County of Sussex, State of New Jersey that the performance guarantee and construction 
payment bond posted by Paving Materials and Contracting, LLC is hereby released, canceled, 
and discharged; and  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town of Newton hereby accepts the maintenance bond 
and environmental maintenance bond posted by Paving Materials and Contracting, LLC.   

 

RESOLUTION #236-2024* 

“Approval of Extension of Contract with Firefighter One for Bid 8-2022 for Fire Apparatus 
Repair” 

WHEREAS, there is a need for Fire Apparatus Repair in the Town of Newton; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Town of Newton approved through Resolution #212-2022 a two (2) 
year contract award to Firefighter One, 34 Wilson Drive, Sparta, New Jersey, 07871; and 

 
WHEREAS, the New Jersey Local Public Contracts Law at N.J.S.A.40A:11-15 allows for 

two (2), one (1) year extensions to bid contracts, or one (1), two (2) year extension to bid 
contracts; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Town to extend the bid contract awarded through 
Resolution #212-2022 for an additional two (2) years under the tenets as found within Bid 8-
2022; and   
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton, in the 
County of Sussex as follows: 

 
Firefighter One is authorized to enter a two (2) year contract extension from the date of 
this authorization to provide for Fire Apparatus Repair services in accordance with the 
auspices as contractually set forth within Bid 8-2022. 
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RESOLUTION #237-2024* 

“Concur with the Town Manager’s Appointment of a Class II Officer – Miguel Aviles” 

WHEREAS, within Chapter Thirty, Police Department, of the Code of the Town of 
Newton, NJ, it indicates the Town Manager may appoint Special Police Officers for a 
term not to exceed one (1) year; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton that 
this Governing Body concurs with the Town Manager’s appointment of the following 
individual as a Special Police Officer for calendar year 2024: 

Class II 

Miguel Aviles 

 

RESOLUTION #238-2024* 

“Approve Bills and Vouchers for Payment” 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Newton that payment is hereby 
approved for all vouchers that have been properly authenticated and presented for 
payment, representing expenditures for which appropriations were duly made in the 
2022 and 2023 Budgets adopted by this local Governing Body, including any emergency 
appropriations, and where unexpended balances exist in said appropriation accounts  
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RESOLUTION #239-2024* 

“Approve Participation with the State of New Jersey in a Safe and Secure 
Communities Program Administered by the Division of Criminal Justice, Department of 

Law and Public Safety” 

WHEREAS, the Town of Newton wishes to apply for funding in the amount of 
$19,423.00 with a match of $58,618.00 by the Town for an approximate project total cost 
of $78,041.00 for a project under the New Jersey Safe and Secure Communities Program 
(Grant #No. 25-1915) for the project duration of March 14, 2025 to March 13, 2026; and 

 WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Newton has reviewed the application 
and has approved said request; and 

 WHEREAS, the project is a joint effort between the Department of Law and Public 
Safety and the Town of Newton for the purpose described in said application; 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton that: 

1) As a matter of public policy, the Town of Newton wishes to participate to the 
fullest extent possible with the Department of Law and Public Safety; and 

2) The Attorney General will receive funds on behalf of the applicant; and 
3) The Division of Criminal Justice shall be responsible for the receipt and review 

of the application for said funds; and 
4) The Division of Criminal Justice shall initiate allocations to each applicant as 

authorized. 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Manager of the Town of Newton is hereby 
authorized to accept and execute any and all documents necessary to effectuate the 
funding for the Safe and Secure Communities Program Grant No. 25-1915. 

 
Application* 

 
An Application for a Special Permit for a Social Affair from the Greater Newton Chamber 
of Commerce to be held on October 13, 2024, from Noon to 3:00pm in Central Plaza Lot 
No. 4, Newton  
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 Mayor Couce asked if any member of the Council would like to pull a Resolution 

for discussion. 

Mrs. Teets made a motion to approve the COMBINED ACTION RESOLUTIONS, it was 

seconded by Mr. Dickson and roll call resulted as follows:  

Mr. Dickson Yes  Mrs. Diglio Yes* 
  (*No to Resolution #229-2024 and 230-2024) 

Deputy Mayor Le Frois Yes Mrs. Teets Yes 

Mayor Couce Yes 
   (abstain checks #11512 and 11494) 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  

 Mayor Couce opened the meeting to the public. 

There being no one else wishing to speak either in-person or on Zoom, Mayor 

Couce closed the hearing.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION  

Mayor Couce read the following statement “in accordance with the Open Public 

Meetings Act, notice of this Special Closed Session meeting was given to the two 

newspapers of record and posted on the official bulletin board on January 5, 2024.” 

Mayor Couce stated he would accept a motion to enter Executive Session under 

a Resolution providing for a meeting not open to the pubic in accordance with the 

provisions of the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12, item 1. 

Mr. Bernstein stated before the Council adopts, part of this Resolution was a carry 

from the August 19, 2024 Executive Session which we are going to ask continues to be 

carried to Monday, September 23, 2024. I have a very brief Attorney-Client privilege 

update before you get to the Contract Negotations. 

Upon motion by Mr. Dickson and seconded by Mrs. Diglio and unanimously 

carried, Council entered Executive Session at 8:10pm. 

Upon motion of Mrs. Teets seconded by Mrs. Diglio and unanimously carried, 

Council left Executive Session at 8:43pm. 

Mayor Couce asked that the record reflect that all members of the Governing 

Body are present for the recommencement of the open session, Deputy Mayor Le Frois is 

on the phone, the Town Manager and the Deputy Town Clerk are also present. The Town 

Attorney left before the Contract Negotiations discussion in Executive Session.  
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ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to be conducted, upon a motion by Mrs. Diglio 

seconded by Mrs. Teets and unanimously carried, the regular meeting was adjourned at 

8:44pm.  

       Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Kathryn E. Alcock, RMC 
Deputy Municipal Clerk 


