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The regular meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Newton was held in person 

and via Zoom on the above date at 7:00pm.  Present were Mr. Couce, Deputy Mayor 

Dickson, Mrs. Diglio, Mrs. Teets, Mayor Le Frois, Teresa A. Oswin, Municipal Clerk, and 

Thomas S. Russo, Jr., Town Manager.  Thomas Ferry, CMFO and Eric Bernstein, Esq., Town 

Attorney, were also present.  

Mayor Le Frois led the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag and the Clerk called the 

roll.  

Mayor Le Frois made the following declaration “in accordance with the Open 

Public Meetings Act, notice of this Regular meeting was given to the two newspapers of 

record and posted on the official bulletin board on January 3, 2025.” 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Upon motion by Mrs. Diglio, seconded by Mrs. Teets, the minutes of the March 10 

10, 2025, Regular Meeting and March 13, 2025 Joint Meeting with the Board of Education 

were approved as presented.  

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

 Mayor LeFrois read the following statement:  

“At this point in the meeting, the Town Council welcomes comments from any 

member of the public on any topic.  To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit 

the opportunity for anyone who wishes to be heard, speakers are asked to take one turn 

at the microphone and please limit their comments to 3 minutes.  The Municipal Clerk will 

keep time.  If reading from a prepared statement, please provide a copy and email a 

copy to the Clerk’s Office after making your comments so it may be properly reflected 

in the minutes. Council may choose to comment after the entire public portion has 

concluded.  Please identify yourself and spell your last name.”  

 Mayor Le Frois opened the meeting to the public.  

 Ludmilla Mecaj came forth and read the following statement: 

“Good evening, members of the Town Council, 
I would like to take a moment to clarify a point from our last meeting, where a 

defensive response was given by one of the council members. Due to the time constraints 
of the 3-minute limit, I was unable to fully express my thoughts. Therefore, I would like to 
restate my point. 

At no point did I accuse any member of the council of neglecting their 
responsibilities. Rather, I was offering a different perspective by highlighting the size of 
Newton compared to other townships in our county. 
I understand that not everyone has had the privilege of growing up in an environment 
that fosters wisdom or offers opportunities for personal development. This is precisely why 
education is so important. In light of this, I propose that in addition to earning an associate 
degree, council members pursue further education or leadership training. This will better 
equip you to serve the people of Newton effectively, ensuring that you can fulfill your 
roles as public servants without imposing additional tax burdens on our community. 
 

Second Concern: Property Taxes for 2024 
I would also like to address my concerns regarding my property taxes for 2024. I 

have encountered some unanticipated discrepancies that are inconsistent with the 
discussions I had last year with the Town Manager and Assessor. 
Because I am deeply invested in the well-being of Newton, I feel it is necessary to bring 
these irregularities to the attention of the governing body for further action. While I 
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currently have a lawyer representing me in a 2014 tax appeal, my independent research 
has uncovered inconsistencies that may be related to the town-wide tax assessment. I 
believe my case warrants further investigation into the actions of the responsible parties, 
including but not limited to the town management, the assessor, the town lawyer, and 
the assessment system. 

It would be greatly appreciated if the council could take on this investigation, as 
it would save me the time and effort of having to approach the state for assistance in 
Trenton. 
Thank you for your attention to this matter.” 
 

 Next, Hazel Coward came forth and stated she was unable to secure a loan to do 

renovations to 20 Union Place.  She was hoping the Town would grant her a bit more time 

to see if she could secure funding from another bank or a co-owner investor.  In the 

meantime, she would be willing to put up plywood to secure the side of the building.  Her 

architect believes the building is salvageable and the interior isn’t an issue.   

 Mayor Le Frois explained the securing of the building would be a decision for the 

Construction Official.  Mr. Couce stated they did grant them an extension of time to see 

if they could secure funding, and the bank denied them.  Mrs.  

Teets stated her concern for the public’s safety if any more time is granted. A brief 

discussion ensued.  

 Mr. Coward stated they had an appointment with PNC bank on Thursday, and 

they will be seeking a lesser amount.  All the professionals they have had at the house 

say the house has not deteriorated any further since November when this started, and 

the interior is fine. He can start doing work right away to place the plywood.  

 Mayor Le Frois stated this has been going for longer than just November, she 

believes it has been an issue for four (4) years.  Another discussion took place amongst 

the Council on the matter.  

There being no one else from the public to be heard in-person or on Zoom, Mayor 

Le Frois closed the meeting to the public.  

 

COUNCIL & MANAGER REPORTS 

Town Manager Russo – nothing at this time.  

Councilmember Couce – nothing at this time.  

Councilmember Diglio – Memorial Day parade plans have begun.  The parade will be 

on Memorial Day.  

Councilmember Teets – nothing at this time.  

Deputy Mayor Dickson – thanked Dr. Piccirillo and the members of the Board of 

Education for the join meeting.  It was great to share ideas to better the Town and school.  

Mayor Le Frois – echoed Mr. Dickson’s thoughts on the joint meeting.  She announced 

the Newton Walking Club will be starting on April 15th at Memory Park starting at 4:30pm.  

The Spring Newsletter is now available on the Town’s website in English and Spanish.  Work 

is continuing on the Roller Hockey rink.  The Sussex County Chamber of Commerce 
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awards luncheon is coming up and Newton businesses have 17 nominations. Tom had a 

meeting with Habitat for Humanity about bring their “RESTORE” shop to Newton.   

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

a. Resolution #91-2025 

“Authorizing the Award of Demolition Services Bid” 

WHEREAS, a need exists for the bid for the project known as Demolition Services 
Bid; and   

WHEREAS, the Town advertised and received bids in a fair and open manner 
consistent with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5 and N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et. Seq.; and  

WHEREAS, the Town received nine (9) bids on January 23, 2025, to wit: 
  

ADS Contractors $27,500.00 

Frank Galbraith & Son Excavation and Demolition $56,000.00 

TTL Services LLC $65,000.00 

Caravella Demolition $66,350.00 

Maruti Construction LLC $67,000.00 

Pantagon Services $69,895.00 

Cynna Enterprises $93,300.00 

Mike Fitzpatrick & Sons Inc $115,000.00 

Two Brothers Contracting, Inc. $128,800.00 

 

WHEREAS, ADS Contractors, 52 Cooks Cross Road, Pittstown, New Jersey, 08867 
with a bid in the amount of $27,500.00, was determined to be the lowest responsible 
bidder in accordance with N.J.S.A.40A:11-4a; and  

WHEREAS, the Newton Chief Municipal Finance Officer has certified funds will be 
available as per the attached certification; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton, 
County of Sussex, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

1. The Town Council of the Town of Newton hereby awards the Demolition Services 
Bid to ADS Contractors, 52 Cooks Cross Road, Pittstown, New Jersey, 08867, with a 
bid in the amount of $27,500.00. 
 

The aforementioned RESOLUTON #91-2025 was offered by Mrs. Teets who moved 

for its adoption, it was seconded by Deputy Mayor Dickson, and the roll call resulted as 

follows: 

Mr. Couce Yes Deputy Mayor Dickson Yes 

Mrs. Diglio No Mrs. Teets Yes 

Mayor Le Frois Yes 
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b. Police Staffing  

 At this time Chief D’Annibale and Lt. Finkle came forward.  Mr. Couce recused 

himself due to conflict with his father being a member of the Police Department.   

 Mr. Russo reviewed the highlights of the discussion from the last meeting, stating 

the information requested from the Council was provided to them in a memo this past 

Friday.  He went on to say Mr. Couce did ask for additional information late last night and 

his staff worked all day to gather what was requested.  It did take about twenty-five (25) 

man-hours, but his staff was able to complete the request, and it was provided to the 

Council via email this afternoon.   

 Mr. Dickson and Mrs. Diglio stated they did not have a chance to review the 

additional information they received this afternoon and didn’t feel comfortable making 

a decision. 

 Mayor Le Frois stated they should have had time to review the memo which 

contained the information requested from the last meeting.  Mr. Russo wanted to clarify 

that the Council sets the overall structure of the Police Department through an 

ordinance, the responsibilities and tasks assigned to the staff fall under the purview of the 

Town Manager and Chief.  

 Mayor Le Frois then asked Chief D’Annibale to give an overview of the documents 

sent to the Council today in hopes of moving the discussion forward.   

 Chief D’Annibale reviewed the 2024 and 2023 statistics related to total overtime 

hours and costs, call breakdown by day of the week, types of calls, shift/hours worked by 

category and position, overtime breakdown by category, call volume by time of day, 

incident count by Sergeant,  and mutual aid request.   

 A lengthy discussion ensued on the workload, some of which is caused by 

unfunded State mandates, the burden on the Superior officers, the young department 

and the difficulty for the Superior Officers to be able to mentor/training/guide the 

younger officers.  Lt. Finkle state he and Lt. Wolanski often come in on their own time to 

do work just so it gets done.   

 The Chief said the work is not going away, it is just increasing each year.  The 

discussion continued with the Chief and Lieutenant answering all the Council's questions.   

 Mr. Russo suggested they table the discussion until the next meeting, in the 

meantime the Chief, Lieutenant, and he will put their heads together to come up with 

some possible alternatives but remain static in terms of service that may be agreeable to 

the Council.  

 The Mayor stated long continued overtime is not something that is sustainable and 

she would not be in favor of that. The Council agreed and asked for the information to 

be provided as soon as possible so they have ample time to review it.  

 Mr. Couce returned to the meeting at 8:16pm.  

ORDINANCES 

Mayor Le Frois read aloud the following Ordinance relative to adoption. 

ORDINANCE 2025-5 
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BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING A SUPPLEMENTAL 
APPROPRIATION OF $7,210,000 FOR VARIOUS SEWER 
IMPROVEMENTS IN AND BY THE TOWN OF NEWTON, IN THE 
COUNTY OF SUSSEX, NEW JERSEY AND AUTHORIZING THE 
ISSUANCE OF $7,210,000 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWN 
FOR FINANCING PART OF THE APPROPRIATION 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF NEWTON, IN THE COUNTY 
OF SUSSEX, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of all members thereof affirmatively 
concurring) AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1:  

The improvement described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance (the 
“Improvement”) is hereby authorized to be undertaken by the Town of Newton, in the 
County of Sussex, New Jersey (the “Town”) as a general improvement. For the said 
Improvement there is hereby appropriated the amount of $7,210,000. No down payment 
is required pursuant to the provision of N.J.S.A. 40A:2-11(c) of the Local Bond Law of the 
State of New Jersey, constituting Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes, as 
amended and supplemented (the “Local Bond Law”) as this bond ordinance authorizes 
obligations for environmental infrastructure projects which are funded by loans from the 
New Jersey Infrastructure Bank and the State of New Jersey, acting by or through the 
Department of Environmental Protection.   

SECTION 2:  

In order to finance the additional cost of the Improvement, negotiable bonds of 
the Town are hereby authorized to be issued in the principal amount of $7,210,000 
pursuant to the provisions of the Local Bond Law (the “Bonds”). In anticipation of the 
issuance of the Bonds and to temporarily finance said Improvement or purposes, 
negotiable bond anticipation notes of the Town are hereby authorized to be issued in 
the principal amount not exceeding $7,210,000 pursuant to the provisions of the Local 
Bond Law (the “Bond Anticipation Notes” or “Notes”). 

SECTION 3:  

(a) The Improvements authorized and the purposes for which obligations are 
to be issued are as follows: 

 

Improvements 
Appropriation and 

Estimated Cost 

Estimated 
Maximum Amount 
of Bonds or Notes 

Period of 
Useful Life 

(1) Sewer line improvements, including 
all work and materials necessary therefor 
and incidental thereto, all as shown on and 
in accordance with the plans and 
specifications therefor on file in the Office 
of Engineering (Supplements Bond 
Ordinance 2023-11). 

$2,422,000 $2,422,000 40 Years 

(2) Combination of two pump stations, 
Sussex Street and Merriam Avenue, 
relocated to and constructed at Merriam 
Avenue,  including all work and materials 
necessary therefor and incidental thereto, 
all as shown on and in accordance with 
the plans and specifications therefor on file 
in the Office of Engineering (Supplements 
Bond Ordinance 2023-11). 

486,000 486,000 40 Years 
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(3) Chemical room upgrades at the 
sewer treatment plant, including all work 
and materials necessary therefor and 
incidental thereto, all as shown on and in 
accordance with the plans and 
specifications therefor on file in the Office 
of Engineering (Supplements Bond 
Ordinance 2023-11). 

475,000 475,000 40 Years 

(4) Tertiary (sand) automatic 
backwash filter renovation, including all 
work and materials necessary therefor and 
incidental thereto, all as shown on and in 
accordance with the plans and 
specifications therefor on file in the Office 
of Engineering (Supplements Bond 
Ordinance 2023-11). 

1,865,000 1,865,000 40 Years 

(5) Replacement of the main electrical 
switch and transfer switch at the Sewer 
Treatment Plant, including all work and 
materials necessary therefor and 
incidental thereto, all as shown on and in 
accordance with the plans and 
specifications therefor on file in the Office 
of Engineering (Supplements Bond 
Ordinance 2023-11). 

1,962,000 1,962,000 40 Years 

TOTAL ALL PURPOSES $7,210,000 $7,210,000  

 

(b) The estimated maximum amount of Bonds or Notes to be issued for the 
purpose of financing a portion of the cost of the Improvement is $7,210,000. 

(c) The estimated cost of the Improvement is $7,210,000 which amount 
represents the initial appropriation made by the Town. 

SECTION 4:  

All Bond Anticipation Notes issued hereunder shall mature at such times as may 
be determined by the municipal finance officer of the Town (the “Chief Municipal 
Financial Officer”); provided that no Note shall mature later than one year from its date. 
The Notes shall bear interest at such rate or rates and be in such form as may be 
determined by the Chief Municipal Finance Officer. The Chief Municipal Finance Officer 
shall determine all matters in connection with Notes issued pursuant to this ordinance, 
and the signature of the Chief Municipal Finance Officer upon the Notes shall be 
conclusive evidence as to all such determinations. All Notes issued hereunder may be 
renewed from time to time subject to the provisions of Section 8(a) of the Local Bond 
Law. The Chief Municipal Finance Officer is hereby authorized to sell part or all of the 
Notes from time to time at public or private sale and to deliver them to the purchasers 
thereof upon receipt of payment of the purchase price plus accrued interest from their 
dates to the date of delivery thereof. The Chief Municipal Finance Officer is directed to 
report in writing to the Town Council of the Town at the meeting next succeeding the 
date when any sale or delivery of the Notes pursuant to this ordinance is made. Such 
report must include the amount, the description, the interest rate and the maturity 
schedule of the Notes sold, the price obtained and the name of the purchaser. 

SECTION 5:  

The Capital Budget of the Town is hereby amended to conform with the provisions 
of this Ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency herewith. The resolution in the form 
promulgated by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended Capital 
Budget and capital program as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government 
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Services, Department of Community Affairs, State of New Jersey is on file with the 
Municipal Clerk and is available for public inspection. 

SECTION 6:  

The following additional matters are hereby determined, declared, recited and 
stated: 

(a) The Improvement described in Section 3 of this Bond Ordinance is not a 
current expense, and is a capital improvement or property that the Town may lawfully 
make or acquire as general improvements, and no part of the cost thereof has been or 
shall be specially assessed on property specially benefited thereby. 

(b) The period of usefulness of the Improvement, within the limitations of the 
Local Bond Law, taking into consideration the respective amounts of all obligations 
authorized for such purpose, according to the reasonable life thereof computed from 
the date of the Bonds authorized by this Bond Ordinance, is 40 years. 

(c) The Supplemental Debt Statement required by the Local Bond Law has 
been duly prepared and filed in the office of the Municipal Clerk and a complete 
executed duplicate thereof has been filed in the office of the Director, Division of Local 
Government Services, Department of Community Affairs, State of New Jersey. Such 
statement shows the gross debt of the Town, as defined in the Local Bond Law, is 
increased by the authorization of the Bonds and Notes provided in this Bond Ordinance 
by $7,210,000 and the obligations authorized herein will be within all debt limitations 
prescribed by the Local Bond Law. 

(d) An aggregate amount not exceeding $1,375,000 for items of expense listed 
in and permitted under Section 20 of the Local Bond Law is included in the estimated 
cost of the Improvements, as indicated herein. 

SECTION 7:  

Any funds or grant monies received for the purpose described in Section 3 of this 
Ordinance shall be used for financing said Improvement by application thereof either to 
direct payment of the cost of said Improvement or to the payment or reduction of the 
authorization of the obligations of the Town authorized therefor by this Bond Ordinance. 
Any such funds received may, and all such funds so received which are not required for 
direct payment of the cost of said Improvement shall, be held and applied by the Town 
as funds applicable only to the payment of obligations of the Town authorized by this 
Bond Ordinance. 

SECTION 8:  

The full faith and credit of the Town are hereby pledged to the punctual payment 
of the principal of and interest on the obligations authorized by this Bond Ordinance. The 
obligations shall be direct, unlimited obligations of the Town, and the Town shall be 
obligated to levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable property within the Town for the 
payment of the obligations and the interest thereon without limitation of rate or amount. 

SECTION 9: 

The Chief Municipal Finance Officer of the Town is hereby authorized to prepare 
and to update from time to time as necessary a financial disclosure document to be 
distributed in connection with the sale of obligations of the Town and to execute such 
disclosure document on behalf of the Town. The Chief Municipal Finance Officer is further 
authorized to enter into the appropriate undertaking to provide secondary market 
disclosure on behalf of the Town pursuant to Rule 15c2-12 of the Securities and Exchange 
Commission (the “Rule”) for the benefit of holders and beneficial owners of obligations 
of the Town and to amend such undertaking from time to time in connection with any 
change in law, or interpretation thereof, provided such undertaking is and continues to 
be, in the opinion of a nationally recognized bond counsel, consistent with the 
requirements of the Rule.  In the event that the Town fails to comply with its undertaking, 
the Town shall not be liable for any monetary damages, and the remedy shall be limited 
to specific performance of the undertaking. 
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SECTION 10:  

This Bond Ordinance constitutes a declaration of official intent under Treasury 
Regulation Section 1.150-2. The Town reasonably expects to pay expenditures with 
respect to the Improvement prior to the date that Town incurs debt obligations under this 
Bond Ordinance. The Town reasonably expects to reimburse such expenditures with the 
proceeds of debt to be incurred by the Town under this Bond Ordinance. The maximum 
principal amount of debt expected to be issued for payment of the cost of the 
Improvement is $7,210,000. 

SECTION 11:  

This Bond Ordinance shall take effect 20 days after the first publication thereof 
after final adoption, as provided by the Local Bond Law. 

Mayor Le Frois opened the meeting to the public. 

There being no one from the public to be heard, the Mayor closed the meeting to 
the public. 

The aforementioned ORDINANCE was offered by Mrs. Teets who moved for its 

adoption, it was seconded by Deputy Mayor Dickson, and the roll call resulted as follows: 

Mr. Couce Yes Deputy Mayor Dickson Yes 

Mrs. Diglio Yes Mrs. Teets Yes 

Mayor Le Frois Yes 

Mayor Le Frois read aloud the following Ordinance relative to adoption. 

ORDINANCE 2025-6 

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FUNDING FOR THE MEMORY PARK CONNECTOR 
BOARDWALK PROJECT FOR THE TOWN OF NEWTON AND APPROPRIATING 
$303,678.24 FOR SUCH PURPOSE 

 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF NEWTON, IN THE COUNTY 
OF SUSSEX AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AS FOLLOWS: 

 Section 1. The Town of Newton, in the County of Sussex, New Jersey, authorizes 
the Memory Park Connector Boardwalk Project, including all work and materials 
necessary therefor and incidental thereto, for the Town of Newton to be funded from the 
sources specified in Section 2 of the Ordinance. 

 Section 2. The amount of $303,678.24 is hereby appropriated for the purposes 
stated in Section 1 of the Ordinance and which amount was funded from a grant from 
the New Jersey Department of Transportation in the amount of $303,678.24. 

 Section 3. In connection with the purpose and the amount authorized in 
Sections 1 and 2 hereof, the Town determines the purpose described in Section 1 hereof 
is not a Current Expense and is an improvement which the Town of Newton may lawfully 
make as a general improvement. 

 Section 4. All ordinances or parts of ordinances which are inconsistent with the 
terms of this Ordinance be and the same are hereby repealed to the extent of their 
inconsistency. 

 Section 5. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon due passage and 
publication according to law. 

Mayor Le Frois opened the meeting to the public. 
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There being no one from the public to be heard, the Mayor closed the meeting to 
the public. 

The aforementioned ORDINANCE was offered by Deputy Mayor Dickson who 

moved for its adoption, it was seconded by Mrs. Teets, and the roll call resulted as follows: 

Mr. Couce Yes Deputy Mayor Dickson Yes 

Mrs. Diglio Yes Mrs. Teets Yes 

Mayor Le Frois Yes 

Mayor Le Frois asked Mr. Russo to review the ordinance for introduction.  

Mayor Le Frois then read aloud the following Ordinance relative to introduction. 

ORDINANCE 2025-7 

AN ORDINANCE  TO AMEND, REVISE, AND SUPPLEMENT CHAPTER 100, OF THE TOWN CODE 
OF THE OF THE TOWN OF NEWTON, ENTITILED “FEES AND COSTS”; MOST NOTABLY SECTION 

100-13 “ANIMALS”; AND SECTION100-24 “MISCELLANEOUS FEES AND CHARGES” 

The aforementioned ORDINANCE was offered by Mrs. Diglio who moved for its 

introduction, it was seconded by Mr. Couce, and the roll call resulted as follows: 

Mr. Couce Yes Deputy Mayor Dickson Yes 

Mrs. Diglio Yes Mrs. Teets Yes 

Mayor Le Frois Yes 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Newton that the above 

Ordinance be introduced for the first reading, with a hearing on the same to be held on 

Monday, April 14, 2025, at 7:00 pm or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard. 

Mayor Le Frois asked Mr. Russo to review the ordinance for introduction.  

Mayor Le Frois then read aloud the following Ordinance relative to introduction. 

ORDINANCE 2025-8 

AN ORDINANCE  TO AMEND, REVISE, AND SUPPLEMENT CHAPTER 258, STORMWATER 
CONTROL IN THE  CODE OF THE OF THE TOWN OF NEWTON 

The aforementioned ORDINANCE was offered by Deputy Mayor Dickson who 

moved for its introduction, it was seconded by Mrs. Diglio, and the roll call was as follows: 

Mr. Couce Yes Deputy Mayor Dickson Yes 

Mrs. Diglio Yes Mrs. Teets Yes 

Mayor Le Frois Yes 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Newton that the above 

Ordinance be introduced for the first reading, with a hearing on the same to be held on 

Monday, April 14, 2025, at 7:00 pm or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard. 

CONSENT AGENDA 
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 Mayor Le Frois read the following statement: 

 “All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-
controversial by the Town Council and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no 
separate discussion of these items unless a Council member so requests, in which case 
the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered in its normal 
sequence on the Agenda.” 

Mr. Russo then reviewed the consent agenda items.  

 
RESOLUTION #106-2025* 

“Resolution Awarding Professional Engineering Services Related to the 
Preparation of a Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) Authorization to 

Award (ATAward) Package for the Morris Lake Water Treatment Plant Clearwell 
and High Street Water Storage Tank Cleaning Project” 

 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Newton is in need of engineering services for the 
Preparation of a Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) Authorization to Award 
(ATAward) Package for the Morris Lake Water Treatment Plant Clearwell and High Street 
Water Storage Tank Cleaning project as a professional service in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(a)(1); and  
 

WHEREAS, Suburban Consulting Engineers, 96 U.S. Highway 206, Suite 101, Flanders, 
New Jersey 07836, has provided a professional services proposal in the amount of 
$4,470.00; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Town desires to award these professional services and enter into a 

contract pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(a)(1) as a professional services agreement; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Newton Chief Municipal Finance Officer has certified funds will be 

available as per the attached certification; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town of Newton, County of Sussex, that 
the Mayor be and is hereby authorized and directed to execute, and the Municipal Clerk 
to attest, an agreement between the Town of Newton, and Suburban Consulting 
Engineers, 96 U.S. Highway 206, Suite 101, Flanders, New Jersey 07836 for professional 
engineering services Related to the preparation of a Drinking Water State Revolving Fund 
(DWSRF) Authorization to Award (ATAward) Package for the Morris Lake Water Treatment 
Plant Clearwell and High Street Water Storage Tank Cleaning Project in the amount of 
$4,470.00. 

 
RESOLUTION #107-2025* 

“To Cancel Grant Receivable and Grant Appropriated Reserve Balance in the 
Federal and State Grant Fund – NJDCA ARP Firefighter in the amount of $59.06” 

 
WHEREAS, the Town of Newton received a grant in the amount of $70,000 from the 

State of New Jersey DCA ARP Firefighter in 2024; and 
 

 WHEREAS, this amount was appropriated as an item of revenue in the 2024 Current 
Municipal Budget and transferred into the Federal and State Grant Fund in the same 
year; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town had expended $69,940.94 from the Federal and State Grant 
Fund and has completed the grant; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town received a wire from the State of New Jersey on December 
17, 2024, in the amount of $69,940.94; and  
 

WHEREAS, there remains a Grant Receivable and an unexpended balance in the 
grant fund in the amount of $59.06; and 
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WHEREAS, it is necessary to formally cancel the grant receivable and appropriated 
reserve balance; 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by a majority of the full membership of the Town 
Council of the Town of Newton, that we hereby cancel the following: 

Federal & State Grant Fund 
  
Grant Receivable – NJDCA ARP Firefighter #02-117-10-526                             $59.06    
 
Appropriated Reserves – NJDCA ARP Firefighter #02-213-41-526  $59.06 

 

RESOLUTION#108-2025* 

“To Cancel Grant Appropriated Reserve Balance in the Federal and State Grant 
Fund – Tobacco Free New Jersey in the amount of $169.17” 

 
WHEREAS, the Town of Newton received a grant in the amount of $6,000.00 from 

the N.J. Department of Health – Tobacco Free New Jersey; and 
 

 WHEREAS, this amount was appropriated as an item of revenue in the 2019 Current 
Municipal Budget and transferred into the Federal and State Grant Fund in the same 
year; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town had expended $5,830.83 from the Federal and State Grant 
Fund and has completed the grant; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town received from the State of New Jersey Department of Health 
the amount of $6,000.00; and  
 

WHEREAS, there remains an unexpended balance in the grant fund in the amount 
of $169.17; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is necessary to formally cancel the grant appropriated reserve 

balance; 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by a majority of the full membership of the Town 
Council of the Town of Newton, that we hereby cancel the following: 
 
Federal & State Grant Fund 
  
Appropriated Reserves – Tobacco Free New Jersey   #02-213-41-634 $169.17 

 
RESOLUTION #109-2025* 

 “To Cancel Grant Receivable and Grant Appropriated Reserve Balance in the 
Federal and State Grant Fund – First Response Communication Equipment in the 

amount of $1,708.45” 

 
WHEREAS, the Town of Newton received a grant in the amount of $1,333,000 from 

the U.S. Department of Justice – First Response Communication Equipment; and 
 

 WHEREAS, this amount was appropriated as an item of revenue in the 2023 Current 
Municipal Budget and transferred into the Federal and State Grant Fund in the same 
year; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town has expended $1,331,291.55 from the Federal and State Grant 
Fund and has completed the grant; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town received from the U.S. Department of Justice the amount of 
$1,331,291.55; and  
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WHEREAS, there remains a Grant Receivable and an unexpended balance in the 
grant fund in the amount of $1,708.45; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is necessary to formally cancel the grant receivable and appropriated 

reserve balance; 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by a majority of the full membership of the Town 
Council of the Town of Newton, that we hereby cancel the following: 
 
Federal & State Grant Fund  
 
Grant Receivable – Upgrade 911 #02-117-10-691 $1,708.45 
 
Appropriated Reserves – Upgrade 911 #02-213-41-691 $1,708.45 

 
RESOLUTION #110-2025* 

“Approval of a Renewal Application for Taxicab Driver’s License for Gavin G. 
Spicer” 

 
WHEREAS, the Code of the Town of Newton requires under §283.2, License 

Required.  “No person shall operate a taxicab within the town unless both the owner and 
the driver of the taxicab are licensed under this chapter.”  “All licenses issued under this 
chapter are deemed valid for one (1) year and requests for renewal must be submitted 
at least thirty (30) days prior to expiration to the Chief of Police”; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Newton Police Department has completed the necessary 
investigation and submitted a letter advising the renewal Taxicab Driver’s license 
application is complete and accurate;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton that 
it hereby approves the application for the renewal Taxicab Driver’s License submitted by 
Gavin G. Spicer, 81 Skytop Road, Newton, NJ 07860 and represents D.A.D.S. Taxi & Limo, 
which will expire on February 24, 2026. 

 
RESOLUTION #111-2025* 

“Resolution to Read Budget by Title” 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-8 as amended provides that the Budget shall be read in 
full at the public hearing, or that it may be read by its title only if: 

 
1. At least one week prior to the date of the hearing and at the hearing, a 

complete copy of the approved budget; 
a.  Shall be made available for public inspection; and 
b.  Shall be made available to each person upon request 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Town of Newton 

that it is hereby declared that the conditions of N.J.S.A. 40A:4-8, as amended set forth in 
subsections 1(a) and 1(b), have been met and therefore the Budget shall be read by title 
only. 

 
RESOLUTION #112-2025* 

“Self-Examination of Budget Resolution” 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-78b has authorized the Local Finance Board to adopt 
rules that permit municipalities in sound fiscal condition to assume the responsibility, 
normally granted to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services, of 
conducting the annual budget examination; and 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:30-7 was adopted by the Local Finance Board on February 
11, 1997; and 
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 WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-7.2 through 7.5, the Town of Newton has been 
declared eligible to participate in the program by the Division of Local Government 
Services, and the Chief Financial Officer has determined the local government meets the 
necessary conditions to participate in the program for the 2024 budget year; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Town of Newton 
that in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30-7.6a & 7.6b and based upon the Chief Municipal 
Finance Officer's certification, the Governing Body has found the budget has met the 
following requirements: 
 
 1. That with reference to the following items, the amounts have been 
calculated pursuant to law and appropriated as such in the budget: 

a. Payment of interest and debt redemption charges 
b. Deferred charges and statutory expenditures 
c. Cash deficit of preceding year 
d. Reserve for uncollected taxes 
e. Other reserves and non-disbursement items 
f. Any inclusions of amounts required for school purposes 

 
 2. That the provisions relating to limitation on increases of appropriations 
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.2 and appropriations for exceptions to limits on 
appropriations found at N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.3 et seq., are fully met (complies with CAP law). 
 
 3. That the budget is in such form, arrangement, and content as required by 
the Local Budget Law and N.J.A.C. 5:30-4 and 5:30-5. 
 
 4. That pursuant to the Local Budget Law: 

a. All estimates of revenue are reasonable, accurate, and correctly 
stated 

b. Items of appropriation are properly set forth 
c. In itemization, form, arrangement, and content, the budget will 

permit the exercise of the comptroller function within the 
municipality 
 

 5. The budget and associated amendments have been introduced and 
publicly advertised in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Local Budget Law, 
except that failure to meet the deadlines of N.J.S.A. 40A:4-5 shall not prevent such 
certification. 
 
 6. That all other applicable statutory requirements have been fulfilled. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution will be forwarded to the 
Director of the Division of Local Government Services upon adoption. 

 
RESOLUTION #113-2025* 

“Authorizing Change Order No. 1 for Morris Lake Water Treatment Plant 
Chemical Room Rehabilitation Rebid” 

 
WHEREAS, a need existed for the bidding of a project known as “Morris Lake Water 

Treatment Plant Chemical Room Rehabilitation Rebid” within the Town of Newton; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Town of Newton advertised and received bids in a fair and open 
manner on May 9, 2024, and awarded Bid for Morris Lake Water Treatment Rehabilitation 
Bid to VNL Inc., of Whitehouse Station, New Jersey, in the amount of $998,000.00 by 
Resolution #217-2024; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Town of Newton has received a request for Change Order #1, 

dated March 11, 2025, identifying unforeseen conditions at time of bid award, 
necessitating a change order in the amount of $16,331.28; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Town Engineer on this Project, recommends accepting the 
proposed Change Order No. 1, which will result in a change order increase of 0.016% for 
a total contract amount of $1,014,331.28; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the aggregate amount of change orders is less than 20% in accordance 
with N.J.A.C. 5:30-11.8;  

 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of 
Newton, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey that the Town hereby authorizes the 
issuance of Change Order No. 1 to the contract with VNL Inc., of Whitehouse Station for 
an increase of 0.016% ($16,331.28) for a total contract amount of $1,014,331.28. 

 
RESOLUTION #115-2025* 

“Approval of a Renewal Application for a Junk Dealers License for George’s 
Salvage Company” 

WHEREAS, the Newton Code under Chapter 156 “Junkyards and Junk Dealers” 
requires no person shall engage in the business of a retail or wholesale junk dealer except 
pursuant to and within the terms of a license granted by the Council; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said renewal application for the Junk Dealer’s License lists the business 
as George’s Salvage Company Inc., at 10 South Park Drive, Newton, New Jersey; and  
 

WHEREAS, Section 156.8 requires the Health Officer, Construction Official, Fire 
Official, Public Works Supervisor, and Zoning Officer are authorized and directed to make 
periodic inspections of all licensed junkyards in the Town for the purpose of ascertaining 
the business is being conducted on the licensed premises in accordance with the 
provision of Chapter 156; and 

 
WHEREAS, George’s Salvage Company Inc., has been inspected and approved 

as required in Section 156-8; and 
 
WHEREAS, George’s Salvage Company has provided a two hundred dollar 

($200.00) bond conditioned for the due observance of all ordinances of the Town relating 
to the business of retail junk dealer;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton that 
it hereby approves the application for a renewal Junk Dealer License submitted by 
George M. Miller, III, George’s Salvage Company, 10 South Park Drive, Newton, New 
Jersey which shall expire on December 31, 2025. 

 
RESOLUTION #116-2025* 

“Approval of a Renewal Application for a Junk Dealers License for Newton Auto 
Exchange” 

WHEREAS, the Newton Code under Chapter 156 “Junkyards and Junk Dealers” 
requires no person shall engage in the business of a retail or wholesale junk dealer except 
pursuant to and within the terms of a license granted by the Council; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said renewal application for the Junk Dealer’s License lists the business 
as Newton Auto Exchange at 79 Mt. View Street, Newton, New Jersey; and  
 

WHEREAS, Section 156-8 requires the Health Officer, Construction Official, Fire 
Official, Public Works Supervisor, and Zoning Officer are authorized and directed to make 
periodic inspections of all licensed junkyards in the Town for the purpose of ascertaining 
the business is being conducted on the licensed premises in accordance with the 
provision of Chapter 156; and 

 
WHEREAS, Newton Auto Exchange has obtained the necessary approvals as 

required in Section 156-8; and 
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WHEREAS, Newton Auto Exchange has provided a two hundred dollar ($200.00) 
bond conditioned for the due observance of all ordinances of the Town relating to the 
business of retail junk dealer;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Council of the Town of Newton, 
hereby approves the application for a renewal Junk Dealer License submitted by 
Michael F. Sesera, Jr., t/a Newton Auto Exchange, 79 Mt. View Street, Newton, New 
Jersey, which shall expire on December 31, 2025. 

 
RESOLUTION #117-2025* 

“Authorize Credits Due Water and Sewer Utility Accounts” 
 

WHEREAS, the Water and Sewer Collector has determined the following Water and 
Sewer Utility Accounts are due credits for the reasons stated; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton the 
Water and Sewer Collector is hereby authorized to credit the following accounts for 
amounts billed incorrectly due to the reason stated: 
 
UTILITY BOARD RECOMMENDS WAIVER OF EXCESS SEWER CHARGES DUE TO A LEAK: 
Account Address Amount 
8803 46 Fairview Avenue                            $270.80  
17406 96 Sparta Avenue                               $444.69 

 
RESOLUTION #118-2025* 

“Approve Bills and Vouchers for Payment” 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Newton that payment is hereby 
approved for all vouchers that have been properly authenticated and presented for 
payment, representing expenditures for which appropriations were duly made in the 
2024 and 2025 Budgets adopted by this local Governing Body, including any emergency 
appropriations, and where unexpended balances exist in said appropriation accounts 
for the payment of such vouchers. 
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Mrs. Teets made a motion to approve the COMBINED RESOLUTIONS of the Consent 

Agenda, and Deputy Mayor Dickson seconded the motion, and the roll call resulted as 

follows:  

Mr. Couce Yes Deputy Mayor Dickson Yes 
(Abstain on Checks #12799 and #12811) 

Mrs. Diglio Yes Mrs. Teets Yes  

Mayor Le Frois Yes 

RESOLUITON  

 Mayor Le Frois asked Mr. Russo to review the resolution.  Mr. Russo explained the 

rescue squad is looking to expand their services in Town to be able to bill customers and 

they are looking for a letter of support.  

RESOLUTION #119-2025 
 

“Authorizing the Town Manager to Execute Correspondence Regarding the 
Authorization of Skylands Emergency Medical Services, LLC (d/b/a Newton 

Emergency Medical Services) to Provide Emergency Response At the Basic Life 
Support Level within the Town of Newton” 

 
WHEREAS, the Town of Newton (“Town”) wishes to authorize Skylands Emergency 

Medical Services, LLC, d/b/a Newton Emergency Medical Services, to provide 
emergency response at the Basic Life Support level within the Town of Newton;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of 
Newton, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey that it hereby authorizes Skylands 
Emergency Medical Services, LLC, d/b/a Newton Emergency Medical Services, to 
provide emergency response at the Basic Life Support level within the Town of Newton; 
and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Newton Town Manager, Thomas S. Russo, Jr., is hereby 
authorized to provide any written correspondence and/or other documents stating such 
authorization to any State, County, and/or local agency requesting same.  
 
 
___________________________    ___________________________ 
Teresa A. Oswin, RMC     Helen R. Le Frois, Mayor  
Municipal Clerk       Town of Newton    
 

 Mayor Le Frois stated before taking a vote she would like a presentation from the 

Newton First Aid Squad on what their plan is going forward and what they are looking for 

from the Town.  Mr. Dickson questioned if there is a deadline on this matter, he doesn’t 

want to hold up anything for the Squad in their submissions to the State.  Mr. Bernstein 

stated it is okay to approve the resolution tonight and ask for a presentation at a later 

time.    

The aforementioned RESOLUTON #91-2025 was offered by Deputy Mayor Dickson 

who moved for its adoption, it was seconded by Mrs. Teets, and the roll call resulted as 

follows: 

Mr. Couce Abstain Deputy Mayor Dickson Yes 
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Mrs. Diglio Abstain Mrs. Teets Yes 

Mayor Le Frois Yes 

 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  

 Mayor Le Frois opened the meeting to the public. 

Ludmilla Mecaj read the following statement:  

“Good evening, members of the Town Council, I would like to begin by thanking 

Councilwoman Diglio for voting no on the proposal to demolish the home of this 

unfortunate couple. As for the other four council members, I truly cannot imagine how 

you can rest easy tonight knowing that you voted yes to demolish their property. 

I had the opportunity to speak with this couple and ask them questions. After 

reviewing the proposal from an engineer and architect, I believe there is sufficient 

evidence to give them the opportunity to save their property, which they just acquired 

four months ago. As new owners the clock should reset. The past 4 years don’t matter.  

While I have great respect for the Hardyston Building Department and its 

inspection expertise, the two professionals hired by the couple are highly educated and, 

in my opinion, should have been taken into greater consideration. 

With common-sense security precautions in place, this home can and should be 

saved. As a governing body, it is your responsibility to support your citizens and not wait 

until they are in distress before purchasing their properties. 

I cannot fathom what it would be like as a homeowner myself if this were 

happening to my family. 

While the vote has passed, I urge you all to reconsider your position and allow this 

couple the time and opportunity they deserve to save their home. 

Thank you for your time and consideration.” 

 Next, Rufus Coward came forth and questioned if it was possible to save the 

house. It is a gift from God.  Just the half-side needs to be firmed up.  He went on to say 

there are other houses in this Town that have deteriorate and have not been torn down.  

 Hazel Coward appeared before the Council and said God gave them the house. 

Don’t mess with God’s people.  God doesn’t like what you are doing.  Don’t tear it down, 

don’t touch it.  She warned they better “hear her good”.  

 There being no one from the public to be heard in-person or on Zoom, Mayor Le 

Frois closed the meeting to the public. 

HEARING ON THE 2025 BUDGET 

 Mr. Russo started by thanking Tom Ferry, the department heads, staff, and our 

professionals for their help this year, then gave the following presentation on the 2025 

Municipal and Water & Sewer Budget.  
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Mayor Le Frois opened the budget hearing to the public. 

There being no one from the public to be heard in-person or on Zoom, Mayor Le 

Frois closed the hearing to the public. 
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Upon motion of Mrs. Diglio, to approve Resolution #114-2025, seconded by Mrs. 

Teets and roll call resulted as follows:  

Mr. Couce Yes Deputy Mayor Dickson Yes 
 
Mrs. Diglio Yes Mrs. Teets Yes  

Mayor Le Frois Yes 

COUNCIL MANAGER COMMENTS  

 Mr. Couce addressed the Cowards and stated he stays by his decision but advised 

them they may have legal options such as a restraining order.  

 Mrs. Teets stated the Board of Education is working on their budget and Dr. Piccirillo 

has joined the Chamber of Commerce.  She also said Jenny Derricks of the TAPInto was 

recognized at the State FBLA meeting for her coverage of schools and events.   

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to be conducted, upon a motion by Mrs. Teets 

seconded by Mr. Couce and unanimously carried, the Regular meeting was adjourned 

at 8:45pm.  

       Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

Teresa A. Oswin, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 


