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The regular meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Newton was held in person 

and via Zoom on the above date at 7:00pm. Present were Mr. Couce, Mrs. Diglio, Mrs. 

Teets, Deputy Mayor Dickson, Mayor Le Frois, Kathryn E. Alcock, Deputy Municipal Clerk, 

and Thomas S. Russo, Jr., Town Manager. Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Town Attorney was also 

present.  

Mayor Le Frois led the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag and the Deputy Clerk 

called the roll.  

Mayor Le Frois then made the following declaration “in accordance with the 

Open Public Meetings Act, notice of this Regular meeting was given to the two 

newspapers of record and posted on the official bulletin board on January 3, 2025.” 

PRESENTATION 

Mr. Russo read the following: “Born and raised in Newton, New Jersey, Patrolman 

Posey is a proud product of the local community. He attended Merriam Avenue School, 

Halsted Middle School, and graduated from Newton High School in 2018. Continuing his 

dedication to public service, he earned his Associate’s Degree in Criminal Justice from 

County College of Morris in 2020. Patrolman Posey began his career with the Town of 

Newton in March 2019 as a Telecommunicator. In January 2025, he furthered his 

commitment to law enforcement by attending the Morris County Public Safety Training 

Academy. His interest in public safety was solidified early on, attending the New Jersey 

State Police Trooper Youth Week Class 103 in the summer of 2016. He brings dual 

experience in emergency services and emergency management, having successfully 

completed the New Jersey Emergency Manager 1 program in 2022. Outside of the Police 

Department, Patrolman Posey is an active and passionate volunteer. Since 2014, he has 

served with the Newton First Aid Squad. He started as a cadet and worked his way up to 

his current leadership position as Operations Manager, where he oversees the day-to-

day functions of the squad. When he's not in uniform, Posey can be found on the soccer 

field, serving as a head coach and mentoring young athletes. Whether guiding his team 

to victory or helping them grow through challenges, his dedication to youth and 

community remains at the forefront of everything he does.” 

 Mayor Le Frois administered the oath of office to Patrolman Brandon Posey while 

his girlfriend held the Bible.  His girlfriend affixed his badge.  

 Patrolman Posey read the following statement:  “I want to thank you all for being 

here today. I want to thank my family for all their support. You stood by me every step of 

the way. As many of you know this didn’t happen for me over night. But here we are 

today. I also want to thank the Town Council and Town Manager for giving me this 

incredible opportunity to continue serving my community. Eleven years ago, when I first 

began my journey here in the Town, I knew this is where I wanted to be. I knew law 

enforcement was my true calling, giving me the ability to help my Town in so many ways. 

It has been not only the Town I wanted to serve but the Town that raised me and gave 
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me so much. Before I finish, I'd like to give a special thanks to Lieutenant Michael Wolanski 

for giving me not one but two great outstanding mentors. He gave me Sergeant Stephen 

Shawger and Patrolman Garrett Armstrong. Both showed me what excellent policing 

looks like and taught me the importance of always staying sharp. I am truly grateful to 

both of you for helping me to get where I am today. This is a tremendous honor, and I 

look forward to the years to come with both of you.” 

 Chief D’Annibale stated “It's my honor to officially welcome and congratulate 

Brandon Posey the newest member of the Newton Police Department. Brandon's  journey 

is one that truly represents what it means to serve your community. Born and raised right 

here in Newton he is a proud product of our schools, our programs, and our Town. From 

his early involvement with the Newton First Aid Squad to his work as a dispatcher here 

with the Newton Police Department he has consistently shown a deep commitment to 

helping others. He brings with him not only valuable experience in emergency services 

but also a strong sense of leadership and community spirit. His continued dedication 

whether through public safety, volunteering, mentoring young athletes, speaks volumes 

about his character and his devotion to making Newton a better place. Patrolman Posey 

is a fine example of the next generation of police officers. Individuals that care deeply 

about their Town and the people in it. On behalf of the entire Department, I want to 

congratulate him on this well-deserved appointment and welcome him proudly into the 

Police Department.”  

 Mayor Le Frois opened the meeting to her fellow council members for their 

comments.   

 Councilmember Couce stated “Patrolman Posey, pleasure to meet, you’re 

welcome to the Town. Hopefully you find it to your liking and that you can find a way to 

work with all these fine young men and women in the department. In all seriousness I've 

had the pleasure of knowing Brandon since he was five years old. He was this tall I was 

this tall. In that time, it's been a great honor and pleasure to watch him develop as a 

young man not only professionally but in all of the endeavors that he engages in. He's my 

right hand man at the squad and I'm happy to see him embark on his next journey. 

Everyone is here. We have members of the Police Department, Fire Department, EMS, 

and members of your own soccer team who came here to support you in your endeavor 

tonight. So, congratulations and welcome aboard.”  

 Councilmember Diglio stated “Like Councilman Couce I have known Brandon for 

a long time, but even longer since I've known him since he was born. He was my cadet. 

I trained him as a cadet, and he did extremely well. I knew he was going to go places 

from a long time ago. I am very proud of him, and I wish him the best and I congratulate 

him on this. Thank you so much for being who you are.”  

Councilmember Teets stated “Congratulations. I probably have known you for the 

last five years. It is great to see the next generation of officers coming on. It's good to see 

hometown officers. I mentioned at the last School Board meeting that you were going to 
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be sworn in, and a lot of people had nice things to say. I just have a quick story about 

the bag program that we did at ShopRite Bagging For Hunger. I always thought I knew a 

lot of people, but EVERYBODY knew Brandon and if they didn't know him, they knew his 

mother. It was just a really good interaction and I'm sure your rest of your career will be 

the same and wish you good luck and stay safe.”  

 Deputy Mayor Dickson stated “Brandon, obviously congratulations. This is great to 

see a home grown officer continue their service. I've known you for a while now dealing 

with you with the squad and you’ve just always been dedicated. You've shown 

leadership. You're a great example. I'm very happy to welcome you to the ranks of the 

Police Department."  

Mayor Le Frois stated “Patrolman Posey, officially welcome. We know your 

commitment and dedication to the Town through all of the efforts that have been 

described tonight. But even in the time that you've been on the force and the 

department we've already seen you in action. The officers before you have already 

entrusted you in the work that you have demonstrated and continue to demonstrate. I 

don't have to tell you that you join a storied history of wonderful officers who are 

dedicated to this community, and I know that you will continue to make your family 

proud and our community proud. When one makes a decision to give of themselves to 

be of service to their community that is no small dedication and commitment and act of 

valor. I also do want to recognize your family and your loved ones who have supported 

you in all of your efforts to get to this point. I have no doubt that you will continue to grow 

in experience, in skill, in leadership capabilities under the current leadership and 

everyone that's in this room and those that couldn't make it into a long future here. I hope 

that 20 some years from now you'll be retiring in the same badge number as your one 

and only department here in the Town of Newton. I just want to thank you for your long 

service already and your dedication and commitment to the service that you'll provide 

going forward. So welcome and congratulations.” 

DISCUSSION 

Cory Stoner, Municipal Engineer from Harold Pellow & Associates was onsite to 

discuss his memos on 4-Way Stops (All-Way Stops), Linwood Annex, and the West End 

Avenue speed limit. 

Mr. Russo indicated that Mr. Stoner’s office has prepared memos upon his 

direction on several issues that now require Council feedback and direction. 

 Mr. Stoner described the first items. The need for 4-Way stops at both 

Paterson/Merriam Avenues and Moran/E. Clinton Streets. He reviewed them under the 

Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) guidelines. It is his opinion that a 4-

Way Stop is warranted at both locations due to sight distance, traffic volume, and 

pedestrian issues. To do this you will need to adopt an Ordinance. 
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 After brief discussion, the Councilmembers agreed with Mr. Stoner’s assessment. 

They would also like public notice be made on the website, social media, and a message 

board a few weeks ahead. Two stop signs will also be used on both sides of the street.  

 The Police Department and Department of Public Works agree with converting 

both locations to 4-Way Stops. 

 Mr. Stoner discussed the second item, the West End Avenue/County Route 519 

speed limit. This was brought to the Town’s attention by a resident who feels it is too high 

for the residential area. It is currently 35 mph. There are no sidewalks for pedestrians to 

walk on which means the pedestrians have to walk in the road. This makes it more 

dangerous. Since it is a County road, we can recommend to the County that a study be 

done to see if a reduction in speed is warranted. Because the County receives similar 

requests for so many roads in the area, they suggest the Town adopts a Resolution 

recommending the study be done. The study will include analysis and speed calculations.  

 After brief discussion, the Councilmembers agreed this area can be dangerous 

and the Town should adopt a Resolution to recommend that the County order a study.   

 Mr. Stoner gave an overview of the third item, Linwood Annex. He explained that 

several months ago we changed Linwood Annex from a two-way to a one-way street. 

After this change was made, it was brought to light that a utility pole in the driveway of 

one of the residents was making it extremely challenging, if not impossible, to pull out of 

the driveway. After onsite research and discussion with the utility company and other 

residents, Mr. Stoner has determined that it is best for all involved to remove the one-way 

status of Linwood Annex and return it to its original 2-way state.  

 After discussion the Councilmembers agreed an Ordinance should be adopted 

to make this change. They would also like a “No Thru Traffic” sign be installed to 

discourage traffic cutting through from Liberty or Church Streets. The Police Department 

and Public Works agreed with this assessment. An Ordinance is also needed to add the 

“No Thru Traffic” sign. If there are any other streets the sign is need, they should be added. 

Mr. Couce suggested Jefferson Street and Washington Street. Mr. Stoner will investigate. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Upon motion by Mrs. Diglio, seconded by Mr. Dickson and all those present voting 

to approve, the regular minutes for the September 10, 2025 and the September 22, 2025 

meetings were unanimously approved as presented.  

Upon motion by Mrs. Diglio, seconded by Mr. Dickson and approved by Mr. 

Couce, Mr. Dickson, and Mayor Le Frois, the executive session minutes for the September 

10, 2025, meeting was approved. Mrs. Diglio and Mrs. Teets abstained.  

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

 At this time, Mayor Le Frois read the following statement:  
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“At this point in the meeting, the Town Council welcomes comments from any member 

of the public on any topic.  To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit the 

opportunity for anyone who wishes to be heard, speakers are asked to take one turn at 

the microphone and please limit their comments to 3 minutes.  The Municipal Clerk will 

keep time.  If reading from a prepared statement, please provide a copy and email a 

copy to the Clerk’s Office after making your comments so it may be properly reflected 

in the minutes. Council may choose to comment after the entire public portion has 

concluded.  Please identify yourself and spell your last name.”  

 Mayor Le Frois opened the meeting to the public.  

1st Public: Patrick Fahy expressed his gratitude to the Police Department for their 

support in monitoring the speed on West End Avenue and to the Council for pursuing the 

speed reduction with the County. From High Street to Douma is the biggest concern. He 

lives in this area and feels it is necessary.  

 There being no one else from the public to be heard in-person or on Zoom, Mayor 

Le Frois closed the meeting to the public. 

COUNCIL & MANAGER REPORTS 

Town Manager Russo – noted four Proclamations. First, recognizing Tyler Casper as an 

Eagle Scout. Second is Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Third is Domestic Violence 

Prevention Month. Fourth is Dyslexia Awareness Month. He also mentioned that he 

attended a virtual NJ Film Commission meeting, seeing that Newton is now certified as 

Film Ready. He shared some interesting facts from the meeting. There were 556 projects 

in the State last year for filming totaling $833 million. The number one studio is Netflix with 

$358 million. Disney and Fox One are $176 million, followed by Apple TV. Next fun fact 

there are 295 unique filming towns in the State of New jersey. Movies make up 70% of the 

genre breakdown. Series and miniseries are 30%. The top filming towns in North Jersey are 

Newark and Jersey City. In Central are Plainfield and Elizabeth. In South are Atlantic City 

and Lower Township. Productions with the most filming locations are “A Complete 

Unknown” with 56, “The Beast in Me” with 46, and “Happy Gilmore 2” with 45. Speaking 

of Happy Gilmore 2, New Jersey's single biggest qualified spend with cast and crew 

costing $50 million, location fees $18 million, set design $8 million, extras $6 million, 

catering and meals $1.4 million, car rentals $1.3 million, hotels and housing $1.2 million, 

picture vehicles $1 million, ground transportation $800,000, and police and firemen 

$528,000. Very interesting and great group of individuals on the Commission. We also 

received in the past week our Sustainable Jersey Bronze Certification so kudos to 

everybody involved with that. Jessica's office did a lot of work on that for us. Last but not 

least I asked Michael Callahan from the Department of Community Affairs to come to 

the October 27th Council meeting to talk about our Homelessness Task Force efforts. Also 

joining will be Barry Dreger who's the consultant I brought on board. There has been a lot 

of effort going into this. A lot of resources are going into this. Just on Friday alone we 

housed two individuals. It took about three hours. Kudos to everybody. 
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Councilman Couce – nothing to report. 

Councilwoman Diglio – she has been working on the Holiday Parade. It is coming along 

nicely. She attended the show, River View, with Prime Time Seniors today. Prime Time 

Seniors is growing. Anyone 55 and older are welcome to join.  

Councilwoman Teets – noted that she joined the Recreation Commission at Liberty Towers 

this week for the pumpkin painting event. It was a lot of fun. Lots of talented artists. Her 

husband Ken turns 55 soon and plans to join Prime Time Seniors. She attended the School 

Board meeting where Leena Garris was honored for her perfect score on the State test. 

Leena sounds like a really good student and friend, and she looks forward to seeing 

where Leena goes in the future. The student liaison for the Board gave her report on all 

the wonderful things the sports teams are doing. It's been spirit week. This Friday night is 

the Homecoming game, and their Homecoming dance is on Saturday. The girl’s field 

hockey team won tonight. Also, Newton Pride partnered with the Newton Recreation 

Committee to sponsor a 5K next Saturday, 10/25. There's still time to register online or 

come see her at 7am that morning when she is working registration. She mentioned the 

Recycling Center and all the improvements there. She attended the shredding event 

over the weekend. It is very impressive. Compliments to DPW and Debbie Danielson for 

her efforts. Debbie always gets excited about talking about how much tonnage. People 

can really take probably almost 80% or more of their household waste and it just keeps 

growing with upcoming renovations in the works. She and the Mayor both attended the 

RMC Performance ribbon cutting at 99 Moran St. on September 26th. Very nice owners 

and a really impressive garage area they have there where they'll be fixing motorcycles 

and ATVs. We welcome them and wish them a lot of good luck. 

Deputy Mayor Dickson – mentioned the October Planning Board meeting is canceled 

due to lack of business. He noted that the work being done on the Homelessness Task 

Force so far is incredible. Barry Dreger, Mike Callahan, and Jessica Caldwell have all 

been instrumental in moving this forward. As well as Mr. Russo and the Police Department. 

He is impressed with how humanely and compassionately everything is being done. He 

is proud with how we are handling it and that we are a great example for the rest of the 

County. He looks forward to the presentation so the rest of the Council can hear it. 

Mayor Le Frois – noted that she and Councilwoman Teets attending the Newton Rotary 

dinner at Newton Country Club on 9/24. The same day she and Deputy Mayor Dickson 

attended the Homelessness Task Force all hands update meeting. She and Mr. Russo had 

the opportunity to attend the executive Session of the County Commissioners meeting to 

follow up on the agenda of the day earlier. More to come. On October 3rd she 

accompanied Barry Dreger, Kimberly Williams, and Sergeant Post as they walked for 2 

1/2 hours on Spring Street. They visited every business to talk to the business owners about 

what the Task Force is doing and the need for their partnership in these efforts. It was a 

good exercise and time well spent. She and Councilwoman Teets were able to attend 

the grand opening of RMC performance. Great business that's open in Town and they're 

super excited. On September 25th she had the honor to attend and speak at the grand 
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opening of Project Self Sufficiency’s new market style pantry. What's a little bit different 

about it is that they have partnered with some of the farms to make sure that the farm's 

food is not going to waste and the participants who go there are able to actually shop it 

like a market so they can choose healthy options and meal choices for their families as 

opposed to receiving a bag of items that they didn't pick. On October 10th we did get 

our recognition for finally being certified as a Film Ready community. Just today there 

was an article that came out on ROI NJ that the New Jersey economic Development 

Authority Board recently approved $3 million in grant awards to five workforce 

development initiatives under the New Jersey film Works Grant Program and so these are 

going to be awards and grants that are given to expand workforce development training 

internships apprenticeships and learning opportunities in film and digital media industry 

and all the supporting industries. She also mentioned that every Wednesday at 3:00 PM 

is an open invitation to anyone who wants to join the Town Manager at Penny Rose 

Coffee Company for a conversation about anything.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

None. 

ORDINANCES  

Mayor Le Frois read aloud the following Ordinances relative to adoption. 

 
ORDINANCE 2025-19 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE, AND SUPPLEMENT CHAPTER 320, 
ENTITLED “ZONING: FORM-BASED CODE”, MOST NOTABLY SECTION 
320-3, ENTITLED “DEFINITIONS” AND SECTION 320-25, ENTITLED “SIGN 
STANDARDS” 

 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Newton would like to permit, under very limited 
circumstances, the existence of three-dimensional (3D) or object signs under the 
provisions of Chapter 320 of the Town Code of the Town of Newton; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of 
Newton, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey that the Mayor and Town Council wish to 
amend, revise, and supplement Chapter 320 of the Town Code of the Town of Newton, 
entitled: “Zoning: Form-Based Code”, most notably Section 320-3, entitled “Definitions” 
and Section 320-25, entitled “Sign Standards” as follows: 
 

(1) Section 320-3, Definitions by creating a new definition of “Three-Dimensional or 
Object Sign” as follows: 
 
THREE-DIMENSIONAL OR OBJECT SIGN 
A permanent sign in the form of an object or objects that indicates the name 
of an establishment and/or the products and/or services provided. For 
example, an oversized pair of scissors would indicate a barber or hairdressing 
salon, and a bicycle wheel would indicate cycle repair and/or sales. Three-
dimensional signs may be projecting, wall-mounted, or freestanding/ground-
mounted. 
 

(2) Section 320-25, Sign Standards needs to be amended, revised and 
supplemented as follows: 
 
A. Amend, revise and supplement Section 320-25(A)(4) as follows: 
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(4) “No advertising shall be erected or located on, within or over any public 

right-of-way; excepting district identification signs for a business district, 
historic district, municipal or traffic signs, or parking directional signs 
over access roads to parking, and except temporary signs and three-
dimensional signs as permitted by this section.” 

 
B. Create a new Section 320-25(A)(12), which shall read as follows: 

 
(12) “Three-dimensional signs: 

a. Three-dimensional wall-mounted or projecting signs may project 
over a public right-of-way or public sidewalk not more than forty-
eight (48) inches from the building. There must be a clearance of at 
least eight (8) feet from the surface of the right-of-way or sidewalk or 
other space used by the public. Three-dimensional signs may not 
project over areas of the right-of-way where vehicles travel. 

 
b. Freestanding or ground-mounted three-dimensional signs must be 

placed at least five (5) feet from any property line.” 
 

C. Add the following language to Section 320-25(B)(1) as follows: 
 

“Sign Type Number of Signs, 
if Permitted 

Zones Permitted 

   
Three-dimensional (3D) 
signs (Wall-mounted or 
projecting) 

1 per building per 
street frontage 

T-6 

   
Three-dimensional (3D) 
signs 
(Freestanding/ground-
mounted, wall-mounted 
or projecting) 

1 per business per 
street frontage 

T-4, T-5, SD 1-9” 

 
D. Add the following language to Section 320-25(B)(2) as follows: 
 
“Sign Type Maximum Size Per Sign 
  
Three-dimensional (3D) signs 
(Wall-mounted or projecting) 

Thirty-six (36) square feet, measured 
pursuant to Section 320-25(C)(5) 
below. A single face shall not be 
more than twelve (12) square feet 
with a maximum height of four (4) 
feet and a maximum width of three 
(3) feet. 

  
Three-dimensional (3D) signs 
(Freestanding/ground-
mounted) 

Seventy-two (72) square feet, 
measured pursuant to Section 320-
25 (C)(5) below.  A single face shall 
not be more than twenty-four (24) 
square feet with a maximum height 
of six (6) feet and a maximum width 
of four (4) feet.” 

 
E. Create a new Section 320-25(C)(5), under “Sign Area Measurement”, 

which shall read as follows: 
 

“(5) For three-dimensional signs: Signs that consist of one or more three-
dimensional objects shall have a sign area that is the sum of the areas of 
three (3) vertical faces of the smallest cube or rectangular volume that will 
encompass the sign. The sign area measurement does not include framing, 
trim, molding, or supporting/hanging structure used to secure the sign to 
the building. For free standing/ground mounted three-dimensional signs, 



October 15, 2025 

9 
 

pedestals or bases which are less than two (2) feet in height are not 
included in measurements.” 

 
 Figure measuring the Area of Three-Dimensional Signs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
F. Amend, revise and supplement Section 320-25 (D)(2), under “Sign Lighting” 

as follows: 
 
“(2) Internally illuminated signs that are larger than eight (8) square feet, 
including all internally illuminated 3D signs, may be permitted following 
Planning Board approval via a minor site plan application, if not included 
in a major site plan application. The Planning Board must find that the sign 
is in keeping with the surrounding area and the architectural features of a 
building, is not in conflict with the goals of the master plan for that zone and 
is not a nuisance to adjacent properties. 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that: 
 

(1) All ordinances or parts of ordinance which are inconsistent with the terms 
of this Ordinance be and the same are hereby repealed to the extent of their 
inconsistencies. 

 
(2) This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon due passage and 

publication in accordance with law. 
 

Mayor Le Frois opened the meeting to the public. 

There being no one from the public to be heard, the Mayor closed the meeting to 
the public. 

The aforementioned ORDINANCE was offered by Mrs. Teets who moved for its 

adoption, seconded by Mrs. Diglio, and roll call resulted as follows: 

Mr. Couce Yes Mrs. Diglio Yes 

Deputy Mayor Dickson Yes Mrs. Teets Yes  

Mayor Le Frois Yes 

 
ORDINANCE 2025-20 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE, AND SUPPLEMENT CHAPTER 100 
OF THE TOWN CODE OF THE TOWN OF NEWTON, ENTITLED “FEES AND 
COSTS”, MOST NOTABLY, SECTION 100-21A, ENTITLED “PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE CODE (CHAPTER 213, ARTICLE II)” 

 
 WHEREAS, the County of Sussex (“County”), through their Fire Marshall, shall now 
be the Town’s enforcing agency as it relates to inspections of one (1) and two (2) family 
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homes as to various matters, including but not limited to certificates of 
compliance/smoke detectors/carbon monoxide alarms/secondary power sources 
identifications and other inspections; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Shared Services Agreement between the County and the Town 
requires the Town’s fees for such inspections be in compliance with New Jersey Uniform 
Code Regulations, which requires the Town to amend, revise, and supplement Chapter 
100-21 of the Town Code accordingly; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of 
Newton, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey that Chapter 100-21 of the Town Code, 
entitled “Fees and Costs”, most notably Section 100-21A, entitled “Property Maintenance 
Code (Chapter 213, Article II), Fee for application for inspection and certificate of 
compliance” as follows: 
 
 “A.  Fee for application for inspection and certificate of compliance: 

(1) Request for certificate of compliance received more than [11] 10 business 
days prior to change of occupant as to real estate closings and/or 
change of tenancy for rental properties: [$50.] $45. 

(2) Request for certificate of compliance received [three] four (4) to ten (10) 
business days prior to change of occupant as to real estate closings 
and/or change of tenancy for rental properties: [$75] $90. 

(3) Request for certificate of compliance received [one to two business days] 
fewer than four (4) business days prior to the change of occupant as to 
real estate closings and/or change of tenancy for rental properties: [$175.] 
$161. 

(4) [Reinspection fee: [$25.]] Every reinspection will incur an additional fee of 
$45.” 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that: 

 
(3) All ordinances or parts of ordinances which are inconsistent with the terms 

of this Ordinance be and the same are hereby repealed to the extent of their 
inconsistencies. 

 
(4) This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon due passage and 

publication in accordance with law. 
 

NAME AYES NAYES ABSTAIN ABSENT 

John-Paul E. Couce, Councilmember     

Matthew S. Dickson, Deputy Mayor     

Sandra Lee Diglio, Councilmember     

Helen R. Le Frois, Mayor     

Michelle J. Teets, Councilmember     

 

Mayor Le Frois opened the meeting to the public. 

There being no one from the public to be heard, the Mayor closed the meeting to 
the public. 

The aforementioned ORDINANCE was offered by Mr. Dickson who moved for its 

adoption, seconded by Mrs. Teets, and roll call resulted as follows: 

Mr. Couce Yes Mrs. Diglio Yes 
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Deputy Mayor Dickson Yes Mrs. Teets Yes  

Mayor Le Frois Yes 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 Mayor Le Frois read the following statement: 

 “All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine and non-
controversial by the Town Council and will be approved by one motion. There will be no 
separate discussion of these items unless a Council member so requests, in which case 
the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered in its normal 
sequence on the Agenda.” 

Mr. Russo then reviewed the consent agenda items.  

RESOLUTION #224-2025* 

“Approval of the Execution of a Shared Services Agreement with Fredon Township to 
Provide Animal Control Services for Calendar Year 2026” 

WHEREAS, the Township of Fredon (“Fredon”) wishes to obtain animal control 
services from the Town of Newton (“Newton”); and 

 WHEREAS, the Town of Newton (“Newton”) is willing to enter into a Shared Services 
Agreement with Fredon to provide the requested animal control services to Fredon; and 

 WHEREAS, the parties desire to enter into a Shared Services Agreement, a copy of 
which is attached, which sets forth the terms and conditions of the shared animal control 
services for the period commencing January 1, 2026 through and including December 
31, 2026; and 

 WHEREAS, these types of shared services are just what the State of New Jersey 
envisioned when it seeks to encourage same through the Uniform Shared Services and 
Consolidation Act, N.J.S.A. 40A:65-1 et seq.; 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of 
Newton, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey that the Mayor and Municipal Clerk are 
hereby authorized, on behalf of the Town of Newton, to execute a Shared Services 
Agreement with the Township of Fredon to provide animal control services to Fredon for 
the Period of January 1, 2026 through December 31, 2026. 

 

RESOLUTION #225-2025* 

“Insertion of Special Items of Revenue in the 2025 Town of Newton Budget 
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 (C. 159, PL 1948)” 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local 
Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue and also 
approve the insertion of an item of appropriation of equal amount in the Budget of any 
Municipality, when such item shall have been made available by law, and the amount 
thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the Budget; and 

 WHEREAS, the Town of Newton has received a receipt in the amount of $5,783.99 
from the Statewide Insurance Fund for FY 2025 General Safety and Risk Management 
Control “Safety Grant Program”; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Council of the Town of Newton 
hereby requests the Director of the Division of Local Government Services approve the 
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insertion of the following items in the 2025 Budget of the Town of Newton which is now 
available as revenue from:  

 Miscellaneous Revenues: 
  Section F:  Special Items of Revenue  
    Public and Private Revenues Off-set with Appropriations: 
   Statewide Insurance Fund - Safety Grant Program ............... $5,783.99 

 General Appropriations: 
(A) Operations - Excluded from CAPS 

   Public and Private Program’s Off-Set by Revenues: 
   Statewide Insurance Fund - Safety Grant Program  .............  $5,783.99 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an electronic version of this Resolution be forwarded 
to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services. 

 

RESOLUTION #226-2025* 

“ Resolution Authorizing Disposal of Surplus Property” 
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Newton is the owner of certain surplus property which is no 

longer needed for public use; and 

 WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Newton is desirous of selling said surplus 
property in an “as is” condition without express or implied warranties; and 

WHEREAS, such surplus items may be sold at public auction to the highest bidder 
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-36, online through Municibid, holder of New Jersey 
State Contract; 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton, 
County of Sussex, as follows: 

1) The sale of surplus property shall be conducted through Municibid pursuant to NJ 
State Contract 19-GNSV1-00696 in accordance with the terms and conditions of the 
State Contract, and N.J.S.A. 40A:11-36. 

2) The sale will be conducted online and the address of the auction site is 
https://municibid.com. 
 

3) A list of the surplus property to be sold is as follows:  

 
4) That the Newton Town Manager, or his designee, be and hereby is authorized to sell 

at auction to the highest bidder, any and all surplus items as described. 
5) The sale is being conducted pursuant to Local Finance Notice 2019-5. 
6) The surplus property as identified shall be sold in an “as-is” condition without express 

or implied warranties with the successful bidder required to execute a Hold Harmless 
and Indemnification Agreement concerning use of said surplus property. 

7) The Town of Newton reserves the right to accept or reject any bids submitted. That 
the Newton Town Manager, or his designee, be and hereby is authorized to sell at 
auction to the highest bidder, any and all surplus items as described. 

 

 

a. NEC Phones - DT400 Series 
Quantity: 59 
Condition: Fair 

b. Minolta Maxxum 400si - 35mm 
Single-Lens Reflex Film Camera 
Condition: Fair 

c. Konica Minolta Maxxum 7D - Digital 
SLR Camera 
Condition: Fair 

d. Sears 135mm f/2.8 Vintage 
Telephoto Lens 
Condition: Fair

 

https://municibid.com/
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RESOLUTION #227-2025* 

“Authorize Refund of Taxes; Block 21.02, Lot 9, for a 100% Disabled Veteran Exemption” 

WHEREAS, Donna Sampson, surviving spouse of Eli Thomas, owns Block 21.02, Lot 9, 
also known as 3 Windsor Drive, Newton, New Jersey; and 

WHEREAS, the Municipal Tax Assessor has granted a 100% Disabled Veteran Tax 
Exemption on September 22, 2025 retro-active to October 7, 2024 for Eli Thomas; and  

 WHEREAS, Donna Sampson, as the surviving spouse of Eli Thomas, is entitled to Mr. 
Thomas’ disabled exemption; and 

WHEREAS, the property taxes for Block 21.02, Lot 9, are paid through the 3rd quarter 
of 2025, therefore, a refund is necessary, and all of the 2025 taxes need to be cancelled; 
and  

 WHEREAS, the Tax Collector has determined the amount to be refunded is 
$10,692.34 and the tax amount to be cancelled is $14,244.36; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Newton that 
the Governing Body acknowledges a refund is due to Donna Sampson, surviving spouse 
of Eli Thomas, in the total amount of $10,692.34 and that this refund is the result of a 100% 
Disabled Veteran Tax Exemption and the 2025 taxes need to be cancelled; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Treasurer be authorized to issue a check in the 
total amount of $10,692.34 to Donna Sampson, 3 Windsor Drive, Newton, NJ 07860 and 
the Tax Collector be authorized to cancel the 2025 taxes. 

 
RESOLUTION #228-2025* 

“Approve Bills and Vouchers for Payment” 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Newton that payment is hereby 
approved for all vouchers that have been properly authenticated and presented for 
payment, representing expenditures for which appropriations were duly made in the 
2024 and 2025 Budgets adopted by this local Governing Body, including any emergency 
appropriations, and where unexpended balances exist in said appropriation accounts 
for the payment of such vouchers. 
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Mayor Le Frois asked if any member of the Council would like to pull a Resolution 

for discussion or to be removed from consent. 

 Mrs. Teets made a motion to approve the COMBINED ACTION RESOLUTIONS, it was 

seconded by Mrs. Diglio and roll call resulted as follows:  

Mr. Couce Yes Deputy Mayor Dickson Yes 
(abstain check #14152)   

Mrs. Diglio Yes Mrs. Teets Yes 

Mayor Le Frois Yes 
 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  

 Mayor Le Frois opened the meeting to the public. With no public stepping forward, 

Mayor Le Frois closed the open portion. 

COUNCIL & MANAGER COMMENTS 

None.  
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Mayor Le Frois read the following statement “in accordance with the Open Public 

Meetings Act, notice of this Special Closed Session meeting was given to the two 

newspapers of record and posted on the official bulletin board on January 3, 2025.” 

Mayor Le Frois stated she would accept a motion to enter Executive Session under 

a Resolution providing for a meeting not open to the pubic in accordance with the 

provisions of the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12, Attorney-Client 

Privilege. 

Upon motion by Mrs. Teets and second by Deputy Mayor Dickson and 

unanimously carried, the Council entered Executive Session at 8:26pm. Mr. Bernstein 

stated the Governing Body shall be meeting with an Advisor from NW Financial, the Town 

Attorney, the Town Tax Assessor, and the CMFO. All members of the Governing Body 

present at the commencement of the Executive Session are present at the re-

commencement of the regular open meeting except for Deputy Mayor Dickson who 

was present on the phone. No formal action will be taken except the motion to return to 

the open session.  

Mrs. Teets made a motion to exit the Executive Session, it was seconded by Mr. 

Couce and unanimously carried, Council exited Executive Session at 9:55pm. 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to be conducted, upon a motion by Mrs. Teets 

seconded by Deputy Mayor Dickson and unanimously carried, the regular meeting was 

adjourned at 9:57pm.  

       Respectfully submitted,  

 

Kathryn E. Alcock, RMC 
Deputy Municipal Clerk 


