June 16, 2025
The regular meeting of the Newton Historic Preservation Commission was held at the Town Hall on June 16, 2025.

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman McCabe called the meeting to order at 7:04pm. 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT
Chairman McCabe stated that proper notice had been given for this meeting in accordance with the “Open Public Meetings Act.”

SALUTE TO THE FLAG
Chairman McCabe led the Salute to the flag.

ROLL CALL 
Mr. Banner – present			Mr. Ricciardo – absent
Mr. Porter – present  			Mrs. Perna
Chairman McCabe – present 

Also present: Justin Singleton, HPC Planner, and Teresa A. Oswin, RMC Acting HPAC Secretary. 

SWEARING-IN OF NEW MEMBER
Mrs. Oswin administered the Oath of Office to Ms. Brooke Perna. 

MINUTES
A. March 17, 2025

Motion: Mr. Banner			Second: Mr. Porter

Roll Call Vote:

Ayes:	Banner, Porter, McCabe	Nayes: None	  Abstain: Perna   Absent:  Ricciardo

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A. Newton Historic District Report and Surveys Review
· Mr. Porter stated he could see a lot of work went into the document, and the Planner did a fantastic job. 
· Chairman McCabe addressed Mr. Singleton and stated it was a Sterling Project and his firm did a fantastic job.  He offered some key notes for discussion: 

Flood Designations & Species Habitat: Mr. Singleton explained that flood zone designations and critical species habitat rankings were included in surveys based on recommendations from the NJ DEP (New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection) for Newton's master plan endorsement process.
Major Concern - Building Heights: Chairman McCabe raises a significant concern about current ordinances allowing 8-story buildings in the historic district, requesting this be revisited as a major planning issue referenced around page 17-18 of their document.
Community Education & Preservation: Discussion of preservation efforts on page 18, with Chairman McCabe agreeing these are important and noting they used to have strong local involvement in the 80s and 90s when the committee was first formed.
Template Language Issue: Chairman McCabe objects to language suggesting the community faces "limited involvement and leadership within the HPC" - Mr. Singleton acknowledges this was generic template language from other towns' reports that can be edited out.
Architectural Styles: Chairman McCabe identifies two missing architectural styles that should be added:
· Georgian Revival
· Mission Revival
He offered to provide locations and details for these styles.
Overall Assessment: Chairman McCabe finds the introduction "very good" despite the specific concerns raised about building height restrictions and template language and questioned what the next steps are.
Next Steps:  Mr. Singleton advised they will incorporate the Commission’s feedback, submit a draft to New Jersey Historic Trust , once they receive their feedback, they will make final revisions and submit a final copy.
NEW BUSINESS – None. 

CORRESPONDENCE – None. 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC – None. 

COMMISSION COMMENTS – None.

ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. Porter made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Ms. Perna seconded the motion. All in favor. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:17pm.

Respectfully submitted, 
Teresa A. Oswin, RMC
Acting Historic Preservation Commission Secretary 
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